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Story - 1

The confronting, heart - wrenching and
heart -warming documentary, Ajitesh
Sharma’s W.0.M.B (Women of My
Billion) to open the Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne 2021 on August 12
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Going
places

W.0.M.Bto openthe Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne

The path-breaking docu-
film WOM.B (Women of
My Billion) is officially set
to lead at the 12th edition
of the Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne (IFFM),
being officially chosen as
the opening night film this
year. It will be screened on
August 12, 2021. Following
the success of last year's
virtual film festival, IFFM
this year will take place
both physically and virtu-
ally! The former will be
held from 12th to 20th
August while the digital
edition will run from 15th
to 30th August.

W.O.M.B has been the toast
of the international festival
circuit, including being the
opening night film at the
London Indian Film Festival
last month. It is based on a
real-life story, directed by
Ajitesh Sharma. The film
revolves around a young
woman named Srishti Bak-
shi, who embarks on a monu-
mental journey.
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The confronting, heart-wrenching, and heart-warming documentary, Ajitesh Sharma's W.0.M.B
(Women Of My Billion) to open the Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2021 on August 12

Document ary feature films are not just
powerfal Tknowledge andinformation
that help sharpen our brains and bring
conversation fodder to the tabide with family
and friends, but are also creative tools that
help introduce s to new worldsand lifestyles
which atherwise we'd probably have limited
EAPOSED to, hence enriching s with a groater
perspective outside of our own personal
cxperiences.

The pat-breaking docs-film, WOM B 1s
officially set to lead at the 12th edition of
the Indan Flim Festival OfMelbourne [IFFM )
being officially chosen as the opening night
film this year and will be screened oo 12th
August 2021, Following the increditle success
of st year's virtual film festival, BFM this
year will take place both physically and
virtaally wirh rhe phyysical festival runsdng
from 12th 10 20th Augast while its digital
edition will rus from 15th to 301h August
Avstralia-wide. In addition tothat. while the
film festival the previous year bad
completely virtualdee to COVID 18 restraints,
this time around it will be, in their own
promisiesg words, “double the fun® & icll
not only & virtsal bat also a physical event

WOM B will screen physically from the

peemiere night of the IFFM on the 12tk of
August Thedocumentary hasteenthe toast
of the internat ional festival ceowis including
being the opening night fim at the London
Indian Film Festival last month. The filmalso
recently was screened o the London Indian
Film Festival (LIFF ywhere too it was part of
its opening night gala. The documentary
feature film is an extraordinary reak-life story
tailored by director Ajiesh Sharma. it is 2
story of a young worman named Seisht Bak &
who embarks on 3 monumental journey,

walkiag amost 4000km over 240 cdays, from
Kaayakumari in the south to Kashmir, inthe
Noeth, along the way mewting aad karning
first hand about the experiences of many
woenen froen allcorners of India. Risa porgnast
and heartwarmieg documentary exploring
thesocial and politacal issues Bxced by women
of today’s Inda.

It is 3 unigue testament to seemingly
insurmountable chalienges in these
unprecedemed times and the everyday seroes
who are battling to overcomse.

FFM, being the larges film festival of its
kind in the Scethern Hemisphere that
celebrates Indian cinema in all its forms,
provides an excellent apportunity for
filmmakers to showcase their Glms on an
imernational platform,

Mitu Bhowmick Lange, 1FFM Director:
“Aftes the unprecedented challeages faced
ovet the last 18 months, we are excited to
bring the Indian Film Festival of Mebourne
back to the big screen, while our digital
plat forme will essureviewers around Awstrabia

can access the Festival too, In 2021, IFFM
pays tribute 10 not only the best of Indian
cinema bast to maty of our Covid-19 heroes.
offeriag vital community support, conmection,
and hope in these troubled times”

Srishti Bakshi sasd: “Viclence againss
womenand girls isa humanrightsviolation.
aad since the outbeoak of Covid-19 and the
workd locking down tolive within four walls,
emerging data, and reposts from those on
the frontlmes have shown that all types of
violence against women and girks, particularly
domestic vioknce, has only Intensified, In
thisdocumensany, we bave celibeated ordinary
womenwho've shown extraordinary courage
o rise abowe their limitations and challenge
deeply entrenched gender aorms. We did
s 1o unite the majory becaase what we
discovered was that ‘gender-based vioknce
is a crime perpetrated by the minorey
perpetuated by the sikence of the majority.”

Producer Apoorva Bakshi, said, “Wetake
great pridein peesenting our film of [FFM as
Eheopimn;mgm;ul.‘mxmnmn and look
o WK

This docamentary not only presents facts
bt also highlights possible sobutions which
can be implemented today*

ations
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Story - 2

Sanjay Mishra - Jaaved Jaaferi -
Anshuman Jha starrer short film makes
its way to the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2021
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WHAT’S THE BUZZ?

‘Bullet Proof Anand’ at IFFM 2021

ctors Sanjay

Mishra, Jaaved
Jaaferi and Anshu-
man Jha starrer
short film titled
Bullet Proof Anand
will be screened at
the Indian Film
Festival Of Mel-
bourne (IFFM)
2021. The 12th edi-
tion of the IFFM
will be held from
August 12 to 25.
The online stream-
ing of certain cere-
monies will take
place from August
15to 3L Sanjay
said: “There are some films that the Indian film industry has been
generating in the past decade that are much more diverse and
variegated than before, and | believe that Bullet Proof Anand falls
into that category.” Bullet Proof Anand is a quirky tribute to
Bruce Lee and Rajesh Khanna's Anand. The film will have its pre-
miere in Melboumne at the IFFM 2021 as an official selection. San-
jay and Anshuman play two North Indian goons who are inspired
by Bruce Lee, the film features Jaaved as the eponymous dreaded
gangster Bulletproof Anand. Anshuman said: “It is a matter of
great honour and joy to have Bullet Proof Anand, a film that's
super special and close to my heart, premiere at the IFFM."
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Sanjay Mishra, Anshuman Jha
starrer short film makes
it to [FIFM 2021

anjay and Anshuman play two
Noeth Indian goons who are in-
spired by Bruce Lee, the film fea
tures Jasved m the eponymous
dreadeod gangster  Bulictproof
Anand
Anshuman said: “Tt is & matter
of great honour and joy to have
Bullet Proof Anund’, a film that's
super special and close to my
heart, premicre at the [FFM this
year.” He sddod: “This Slm s also
my sevond collaboration with the
legendary Sanjuy Mishea after 'An
grezi Mein Kehte Hain® and I'm

very excited to see the audiences’
reaction to it at the festival

Directed by Alok Sharma, the
short lm s a comical homuge to
the Bollywood gangster of the
IR LN

Sharma shared: “I'm very ex-
cited to be a part of the festival, es-
pecially because of the excellent
quality of films and discussions
that take place there, which s a
paradise for cnephiles such as me.
Can't wall to see how our film s
recetved on a big platform such as
thisone.”

Lica

nos
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INDIAN SHORT FILM HEADS TO 0Z

P SNt Anshuman Jha,
BRs Sanjay Mishra and
Jaaved Jaaferi's
short film Bullet
Proof Anand will be
screened at The
12th Indian Film
Festival of Melboume, which will be
held from August 12 to 21 in cinemas
and August 15to 30 online. It's a
quirky tribute to Bruce Lee and Rajesh
Khanna's Anand.
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Sanjay Mishra - Jaaved Jaaferi - Anshuman Jha starrer short film
makes its way to the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2021

Afteryetanother bumpy start
to the year due to the global
pandemic, the excitement around
the 12th Indian Flm Festival Of
Melbourne is soaring high for
all cinephiles across the globe.
The virtual plus physical event
will be held from 12th to 21st
August in cinemas and 15¢th to
30th August online Australia-
wide. Asthe festivalinches closer
day by day, the line-up of films
to be screened there is gaining
strength steadfastly. The latest
addition to the incredible list is
Anshuman fha, Sanjay Mishra
and Jaaved Jaaferi’s short film
‘Bullet Proof Anand”.

‘Bullet Proof Anand’ s aquirky
tribute to Bruce Lee and Rajesh
Khanna's Anand. The film will
have its premiere in Melboume
at the IFFM 2021 as an official
selection, Sanjay Mishra and
Anshuman jha play two crazy
North Indian goons who are

also stars Jaaved Jaffan as the
eponymous dreaded gangster
Bulletproof Anand. Directed by
Alok Sharma, the short filmisa
comical homage to the Bollywood
Gangster Films of the '90s.
Anshuman was last seen earlier

this year opposite Zareen Khan
In'Hum Bhi Akede Tum BhiAkele’,
afilm that was also produced by
him. Speaking on the selection
of his short film at the IFFM,
Anshuman Jha tells us, “ltisa
matter of great honor and joy to
have ‘Bullet Proof Anand’, afilm

that’s super special and close to
my heart, premiere at the IFFM
this year. This film is also my
second collaboration with the
legendary Sanjay Mishra after
‘Angrezi Mein Kehte Hain' and
I'm very excited to see the
audiences’ reaction to it at the

festival "Expanding onthe film's
entryatthe festival, Sanjay Mishra
says, “There are some films that
the Indian film the industry has
been generatingin the pastdecade
that is much more diverse and
variegated than before, and |
believe that'Bullet ProofAnand’
falls into that category. | feel
absolutely elated to haveour film
screen atthe IFFM 2021, as well
as seetheother incredible films
that have made it to the line-up
this year.”

Director Alok Sharma adds,
“Our short filoy's selection at the
IFFM this year has brought about
immense pride tothe entire team.
Fmveryexcitedtobea partofthe
festival, especially because of the
excellent quality of films and
discussionsthat take place there,
whichisaparadise for cinephiles
such as me. Can't wait 1o see how
our film is received on a big
platform such as this one.”

ations
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Story - 3

The IFFM 2021 makes a record with the
most number of diverse voices of 34
women filmmakers at an Indian film
festival!
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Film festivals give voice to
Indian female filmmakers

- -
i -
-
(Clockwise !
from top

right) Akriti
Singh, Rima

Juhi Chakraborty

A thakratorty @ Mive cam

here is euphoria, in general,

about how the film workd Is

acknowledging that female voices
have been underrepresented, and now
making amends,

While Cannes Film Festival, in a first,
reportedly had 20 female filmmakers in
its Official Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the competition at
Venice Pilm Festival last year, according
to Variety

At the Toronto Film Festival last year,
worsen makers were behind nearly hall
of the films screened,

SCREENING MASSIVELY
REASSURING: GERA

Rohena Gera, whose film Sir toured
several ghobal fikm festivals before
releasing in India on an OTT platform,
feels such screenings give massive
reassurnnce to filmmakers, about their
product. “Fiim festivals are providing a
great platform for volces of femade
Almmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow fflms that may
not necessarily be able to havea
commercial platform, to be
showeased.” opines filmmaker Gaurl
Shiindle, adding, “They also look ous for
unique tadent and it's extremely
encouraging to all kinds of filmmakers”
Indian Film Festival of Melbowrne

-
‘ MO GETTY

‘»_.oll"'

IMAGSS

(IFFM), 100, saw a record number of 32
women filmmakers whose films will be
screened this year,

National Award-winning director
Rima Das, whaose film For Each Other
will be screened at IFFM, is happy that a
change Is set in motion. “It may take
another 10 years to see significant
change. But, I'm happy that there s a
serioas nttempt to see stories from a
woman's voice and perspective,” adds
the Village Rockstars (2017) directar

Makers of documentaries and short
films, 100, are getring recognition.

Director Karishma Dube, whose
short film Bitew will be screencd at
IFPM, says, “Making a short film comes
with no guarantee that it will find an
andience or a platform, so for the film
to find o home across the world, it's a
massive honour for me. 1hope [ can
attend the festival in person. someday
soon.”

GREAT PLATFORM FOR
NEWCOMERS: AKRITISINGH
Akrit Singh, whose directorial debut
Toofean Ml was recently named best
film (youth chodee) at the UK Asian
Film Festival, believes sucha festisa
great platform to showcase a film,
especially for newoomers.

“It gives validation, and back home.
amplifies chances of getting patential
buyers as well,” says Singh, who also
starsin the film,
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about how global film fests
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here is cuphoria, in
general, about how
the film world Is
acknowledging that
female voices have
been underrepresented, and
now making amends. While
Cannes Film Festival, ina first,
reportedly had 20 female
filmmakers in ts Official
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
competition at Venice Film
Fegival last vear, according to
Variety. Atthe Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were bohind nearly
Balf of the flms screencd.
Rohena Gera, whose fllm
Sir woured several global fiim
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT platform, feels

such screenings give
massive reassurance 1o
filmmakers, sbout their
product. “Film festivals are
providing a great platform
for volces of female
filmmalery” she ndds,

“Film festivals allow
[Hlrnes that may not
necessarily be able 1o have
acommercial platform, o
be showcased.” opines
filmmaker Gaun Shinde.
adding. “They akso look
out for unique talent and it's
extremely encouraging toall
kinds of Slmmakers.”

Incian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), oo, saw a
recard number of 32 women
filrmmalbers whose films will be
screenced this year. National
Award-winning director Rima
Das, whose flkm For Each Other
will be screened at IFFM, Is

sy happy that a change is

setin motion, "It may
takeanother 10 vears o
soe significant change

But. I'm happy
that there is a serious atempe
to see forics from a woman's
voice and perspective.”
she adds

Makers of documentarics
und short flms, oo, are getting
recognition. Director Karishma
Dube, whose short flm Birtu
will be screened at IFFM, says,
"Making a short flim comes
with no guarantee that it will
Nind an audience or a platform,
so for the film to find a home
across the world. it's a massive

4 (Clockwise |
from left)
Akriti Singh,
Rima Das,
Rohena Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde

honour for me. | hope | can
attend the festival in person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh, whose
directorial debut Toofaan Malf
was recently named best film
{vouth chaice) at the UK Asian
Film Festival, beeves sucha
fest 1s a great platform to
showcase a film, especially for
newoomers. Tt gives
validation, and back
home, amplifies
chances of
getting
potential
buyersas well”
says Singh,
who also stars
in the film,
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Noted women directors talk
about how global film fests
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here Is cuphoria, in
general, about how
the film woeld is
acknowledgiog that
female voloes have
been underrepresented. and
aow making amends. While
Cannes Film Festival, lna first,
repartedly had 20 fomale
filmmakers in its Officinl
Selection, women dicectors
accounted for 44'% of the
compesition ac Venice Film
Festivl last year, according to
Varicty. At the Toronto Film
Festival last vear, women
makers were behind nearly
hakf of the films screened,
Fohena Gera, whose §lm
Sir toured several ghotel (lken
festivals before refeasing In
Indinon an OTT piatform, feels
such sereenings

s MIONON. “TC Ay take

RIve massive reassurince 1o
filmmakers. about their
product “Film festivals are
providing a great platform
for voioes of fermale
Mmmakers,” she adds,
“Film festivals allow
fllms that may not
necessarily be able to have
a commercial platform. to
be showeased,” oplnes
fimmaker Gauri Shinde,
adding “They also look
out for unigue talent and
s exurenmely encouraging 1o
all kinds of filmmakers *
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM). too, saw s
record number of 32 women
Mimimakers whose films will be
screened this year, National
Award-winning director Rima
Dus, whose flm For Back Other
will be screened ot [FFM, s
happy that a change i5 set in

Serious attempt 1o

see stories from a woman's
voice and perspective,”
she adds,

Mukers of documentaries
and short fllms, oo, are gesting
recognition. Director Karishma
Dube, whose short fim Bty
will be sereened et IFFM, says,
"Making a shoet fillm comes
with no goarantee thot it will
find an awBence or a platform.

50 Jor the fiim w find a bome
across the world, it's a massive
honour for me, T hope | can

another 10 years w see
significant change, But,
I'm happy thot thereisn

{Clockwise
from left)
Akriti Singh,
Rima Das,
Rolenn Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
GauriShinde

attend the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh, whose
directorial debut Toofuan MaN
wis recently namesd best Him
(youth choice) at the UK Astan
Film Festival, believes sucha
festis a groat platfoem %o
showcase a [, especially for
newcomers, "It gives
validation, and back home,
amplifics chances
of gewting
pocential
huyersas
well” says
Singh. who
alsostars in
the film,
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heve is euphoria, in general,

about how the fllm woekd is
acknowledging that female voloes
have been underrepresented, snd now
maki ng amends,

While Cannes Fitm Festivol, in a firs,
reporsedly had 20 female filmmalkers in
Its Officsal Selection, women divectors
accounted for 44% of the competition at
Venice Film Festival fast year, acconding
1o Vanety

At the Toronto Film Festival last year,
wornen makers were behind nearly half
of the flms screened

SCREENING MASSIVELY
REASSURING: GERA

Rohesa Gera, whose film Sir toured
several ghobal fikm festivals before
releasing in India on an OTT phaform,
fecls such screeaings give massive
reassursnee to filmmalkers, about their
product. “Fllm festivals are providing a
great pladform for voloes of female
fimmakers,” she adds

“Film festivals allow [Hms thet may
not necessarily be able to havea
commercial platlorm, to be
showcased.” opines Rlmuaser Gaurd
Shinde, adding, “They also look out for
unigue talent and it's extremely
encouraging o all kinds of filmmakers ™
Indsan Film Festival of Mclbourne

IMALE

(TFFM]}, 100, saw a record number of 32
wamen fimmakers whaose films will be
screened s year,

National Award-winning director
Rima Das, whase 8l For Each Orber
will be screened at TFFM, is happy that a
change is sct in motion. “kt may take
another 10 years (o see signlfcant
change. But, 'm hapyny that there s a
SETIONS ATEIIE 10 see stores from a
woman's volee and perspoctive,” adids
the Vitioge Rockstary (2017) director.

Makers of docuenentacies and short
s, 100, are getning recognison

Director Karishma Dube, whaose
short film Birtn will be screened at
IFFM, says, “Making a shoet Blm comes
with no goaransec that (1 will find an
andience or a platform, so for the film
10 find & hoeme across the world, ks a
mussive bonvur for me. Thope [ean
attend the festival in person. someday
000"

GREAT PLATFORM FOR
NEWCOMERS: AKRITI SINGH
Akritd Singh, whose directorial debut
Toofean Madl was recently named bost
film (youth chalee) arthe UK Aslan
Film Festival, believes suchafist isa
great platform to showease a fikm,
especially for nevweomers,

“It gives validation, and back home,
ampiifics chances of getting pecential
buyers & well.” savs Singh, who also
starsin the film.
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here s euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers in ity Officinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festival last year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feels
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers.
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films

St mmy not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, 1o be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also ook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 woten
filmmakers whose f1ims will be
screened this yenr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose flm For Each Other

will be screencd at IFFM, is .
happy that achange I8 set in 1
motion, "It may take another W0 h]
yeirs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that thereisa
serious atlempt (o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film Biree will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience ora platform,
50 for the flm tofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Man was
recently named
best [1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fili,
especially for
newcomers. Tt gives
validation, snd back
homie, amplilics
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.

-—
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MoTo
ITOCORP

(Clockwise
from top
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
Das, Rohena
Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde
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here s euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers in ity Officinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festival last year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feels
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers.
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films

St mmy not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, 1o be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also ook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 woten
filmmakers whose f1ims will be
screened this yenr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose flm For Each Other

will be screencd at IFFM, is .
happy that achange I8 set in 1
motion, "It may take another W0 h]
yeirs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that thereisa
serious atlempt (o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film Biree will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience ora platform,
50 for the flm tofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Man was
recently named
best [1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fili,
especially for
newcomers. Tt gives
validation, snd back
homie, amplilics
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.

-—
—~
-

MoTo
ITOCORP

(Clockwise
from top
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
Das, Rohena
Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde
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here s euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers in ity Officinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festival last year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feels
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers.
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films

St mmy not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, 1o be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also ook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 woten
filmmakers whose f1ims will be
screened this yenr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose flm For Each Other

will be screencd at IFFM, is .
happy that achange I8 set in 1
motion, "It may take another W0 h]
yeirs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that thereisa
serious atlempt (o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film Biree will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience ora platform,
50 for the flm tofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Man was
recently named
best [1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fili,
especially for
newcomers. Tt gives
validation, snd back
homie, amplilics
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.

-—
—~
-

MoTo
ITOCORP

(Clockwise
from top
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
Das, Rohena
Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde
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here s euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers in ity Officinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festival last year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feels
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers.
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films

St mmy not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, 1o be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also ook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 woten
filmmakers whose f1ims will be
screened this yenr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose flm For Each Other

will be screencd at IFFM, is .
happy that achange I8 set in 1
motion, "It may take another W0 h]
yeirs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that thereisa
serious atlempt (o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film Biree will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience ora platform,
50 for the flm tofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Man was
recently named
best [1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fili,
especially for
newcomers. Tt gives
validation, snd back
homie, amplilics
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.

-—
—~
-

MoTo
ITOCORP

(Clockwise
from top
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
Das, Rohena
Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde
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here s euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers in ity Officinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festival last year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feels
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers.
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films

St mmy not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, 1o be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also ook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 woten
filmmakers whose f1ims will be
screened this yenr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose flm For Each Other

will be screencd at IFFM, is .
happy that achange I8 set in 1
motion, "It may take another W0 h]
yeirs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that thereisa
serious atlempt (o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film Biree will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience ora platform,
50 for the flm tofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival In person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Man was
recently named
best [1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fili,
especially for
newcomers. Tt gives
validation, snd back
homie, amplilics
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.

-—
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MoTo
ITOCORP

(Clockwise
from top
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
Das, Rohena
Gera,
Karishma
Dube and
Gauri Shinde
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here bs euphoria, in
T general. about how the
film world is
acknowledging thar femate
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 ferale
filmmakers in ity Oficinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition ac Venice Film
Festivallast year. according to
Variety. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the flms sereened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sirtoured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladorm. fecks
such screenings glve massive
reassurance to filmmakers,
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals aliow films
that may not necessarily be
able 1o bave o commercial
platform, to be showcased,”
apines filmmaker Gauri
Shinde, adding. “They also look
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely eacouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indinn Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
recond pumber of 32 wowmen
filmmakers whose flms will be
screened this year. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose film For Each Other

will be screencd at LIFFM, is -
happy that a change I8 set in £
motion, "It may ke another 10 :
yenrs to sce significant change,

But, I'm happy that there isa
Serious altempt to see stories
from a woman's voice and
perspective,” adds the
Viilage Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognition. Director
Karishma Dube, whose
short film B will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience or a platform,
50 for the film tofind a
home across the world,
ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can atend
the festival in person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh,
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan MaN was
recently named
best lllm (vouth
chokee) al the UK
Aslan Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform
showcase a fillay,
especially for
neweomers. e gives
validation, snd back
home, amplifies
chances of getting
potential buyers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film.
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Singh, Rima
Das, Rehena
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here ks euphoria, in
Tgc«ncmL about how the

Gl world is
acknowledging that female
voices have been
underrepresented. and now
making amends, While Cannes
Film Festival. ina first,
reportedly had 20 fernale
filmmakers In ity Oficinl
Selection, women directors
accounted for 44% of the
comperition at Venice Film
Festivallast year. according to
Variewy. At the Toronto Film
Festival last year, women
makers were behind nearly
half of the films screened.

Rohena Gera, whose film
Sir toured severnl global film
festivals before releasing in
India on an OTT pladform. feeks
such screenings glve massive
reassurance o filmmakers,
about their product. “Film
festivals are providing a great
platform for voices of female
filmmakers.” she adds,

“Film festivals allow films
thut may not necessarily be
able 1o bave s commercial
platform, to be showeased,”
opines filmmaker Gaurl
Shinde, adding. “They also Jook
out for umigue talent and it's
extremely encouraging toall
kinds of filmmakers.”

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), too, saw a
record pumber of 32 women
filmmakers whose f1imswill be
screened this venr. National
Award-winning director Rims
Das, whose film For Each Other

will be screencd at LIFFM, is
happy that a change is set in
motion, "It may take another W0
yeirs to see significant change.,
But, I'm happy that there isa
serious allempt o see stories
from a woman’s voice and
perspective,” adds the
Village Rockstars (2017)
director,

Makers of
documentaries and short
filmy, too, are getting
recognitdon. Director
Karishma Dube, whaose
short film Biew will be
screened at IFFM, says,
“Making a short film
comes with no guarantee
that it will find an
audience or a platform,
50 for the filmtofind a
home across the world,
Ir's a massive honour for
me, | hope | can attend
the festival in person,
someday soon.”

Akriti Singh, 1
whose
directorial debut
Toofaan Ma was
recently named
best l1lm (vouth
chokee) at the UK
Asian Fllm
Festival, believes
suchafestisa
great platform to
showcase a fillay,
especially for
neweomers. “Te gives
validation, snd back
home, amplifies
chances of getting
potential buvers as
well.” says Singh, who
also starsin the film,

L
B

-
O
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PoTO
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(Clockwise
fromt
right) Akrid
Singh, Rima
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Women rule the 12th
edition of IFFM

he Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), which is
an annual event held in Aus-
tralia, honours some of the
best works and filmmakers from
Indian cinema. This year's 12th edi-
tion of the IFFM is special for one
particular reason: Of the 100 films
that have been selected, 34 are by
women filmmakers. The line up in-
cludes names like National Award-
winning filmmaker Rima Das; Deep-
ti Guha, director of the documen-
tary, Shut Up Sona; Cannes winner
Ashmita Guha Neogi, Karishma Dev
Dube, director of the short film,
Bittu. Bittu, the 17-minute short film,
will mark the beginning of the festi-
val along with the documentary,
Women Of My Billion (WOMB).

The festival will be held virtually
and on ground. The latter will take
place between August 12 to 15, and
the virtual edition between August
15 to 30. The director of the festival
is Mitu Bhowmik Lange and it is or-
ganised by the state government

of Victoria.
—CJ Desk
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Women rule the 12th
edition of [FFM

he Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), which is
an annual event held in Aus-
tralia, honours some of the
best works and filmmakers from
Indian cinema. This year's 12th edi-
tion of the IFFM is special for one
particular reason: Of the 100 films
that have been selected, 34 are by
women filmmakers. The line up in-
cludes names like National Award-
winning filmmaker Rima Das; Deep-
ti Guha, director of the documen-
tary, Shut Up Sona; Cannes winner
Ashmita Guha Neogi, Karishma Dev
Dube, director of the short film,
Bittu. Bittu, the 17-minute short film,
will mark the beginning of the festi-
val along with the documentary,
Women Of My Billion (WOMB).

The festival will be held virtually
and on ground. The latter will take
place between August 12 to 15, and
the virtual edition between August
15 to 30. The director of the festival
is Mitu Bhowmik Lange and it is or-
ganised by the state government
of Victoria.

—CJ Desk
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IFFM 2021 makes a record with
most number of diverse voices
of 34 women filmmakers

This year's line-up includes the names like National Award-winning filmmaker Rima Das,
director of the award-winning documentary Shut Up Sona, Cannes-winner Ashmita Guha Neogi,
Karishma Dev Dube director of the Oscar top 10 shortlist Short Bittu

The Indlian Film Festival ofMelbourne:
(IFFM)is the largest festival of its kind
in Australia, celebrating the best of
Indian cinema in all its forms, The
festival presents a diverse selection
of movies that encapsulates the best
of Indian cinema and films from the
Indian subcontinent. An interesting
fact that bas caught the eye of allwho
are waiting in anticipation for the
festival to begin is how the IFFM is
creating a record with the most diverse
female voices consisting of women
filmmakers today. These are films and
filmmakers who have been selected to
be a part of the official programming
of the 12th edition of the IFFM this year.

The IFFM has recently announced
their programming schedule and out
ofthe 100 films that have been selected,
33 of them are noted to be by strong
female voices, It is one of the most
diverse and dynamic selections in terms
of subgects and themes spreading across
the subcontinent, including a lot of
voices from india that are in Hindi, Telugu
Tamil, Malayalam, Bengali, Assamese,
Marathi, and a lot more regional
languages. Notonly filmmakersof feature
films but also women filmmakers in
strong documentaries and short films
have been selected this year.

Another interesting arca of focus
Is how thefilms that have been chosen
as well as the filmmakers who have
made these films are on subjects that
are absolutely unabashed and very
unspologetic, They areextremely strong
and diverse in terms of the subjects
that they're dealing with. One such
filmthat has been selected for screening
at the IFFM 2021 is a short film called
‘Bitty’, This 17-minute short defiantly
questions why we humans are the
way we are and explores the trait of
negligence in humanity, ‘Bittu’ is going
to be screened at the opening night
galaofthe film festival along with the
endearing documentary, Women Of
My Billion (WOMB).

The IFFM festival director, Mitu
Bhowmick Lange says, “It’s been
wonderful to see so many incredibly
strong and profound stories from female
filmmakers. They are feisty,
unapologetic, and offer a new
perspective, Right from issues about
human rights to gender discrimination

to emotional human stories, the wide
range covers it all. We are very excited
and prwvileged to showcase these films.”

Director Karishma Dube adds, "It's
a massive honor for me that Bittu will
beopening the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne, Making a short film comes
with no guarantee that it will find an
audience or platform. So, for the film
to find a home all the way across the
workl means the world to me. | hope
I can attend the festival in person
someday soon”

Natsonal Award Winning filmmaker,
Rima Das adds, “It's good to hear that
Melbourne Indian Film Festival is
showcasing a large number of films
by women filmmakers, | have closely
seen how Mitu Bhowmik takes a
personal interest inencouraging women
fimmakers and having diverse voices.
She has been doing a commendable
Jobyear after year along with her team
and it's always a pleasure to be back
at the festival. | am making my fifth
film in my village. If | have to, all my
life Ican make films in and around my

v

village because | can see somany stories
around me, Then imagine how many
stories are waiting to be tokd in a country
like India with so much diversity in
communities cultures, languages, ¢ic
And each woman would have different
perspectives on freedom, identity,
feminism, love, etc. depending on who
we are and where we come from. World
over male filmmakers outnumber
women filmmakers by a large margin,
the stories are aiso often told from a
male's perspective, Even the top
international festivals like Cannes,
Toronto,and Berlin are seeing agradual
rise in films by women filmmakers
and women jury members. Maybe it
would take another 10 years to see a
significantchange. But |am very happy
that there is a serious attempt to see
stories from women’s voice and
perspective.”

Shuchi Talati, whose short film the
documentaryis selected at IFFM, said,
“I'm thrilled that A Period Piece is in
such incredible company and part of
the rise of female voices in Indian

THE IFFM FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR, MITU
BHOWMICK LANGE
SAYS, “IT'S BEEN
WONDERFULTO SEE
SO MANY INCREDIBLY
STRONG and profound
stories from female
filmmakers. They are

feisty, unapologetic,
and offer a new
perspective. Right from
issues about human
nghts to gender
discrimination to
emotional human
stories, the wide range
covers it all. We are
very excited and
privileged to showcase
these films.”

cinema, lmade A Period Prece for women
so that we could see ourselves, our
sexuality and bodies represented on
screen from a female and feminist gaze,
and | can't wait to see the stories the
otherwomen at the festival have chosen
to turn their lenson.”

Director Maanvi Chowdhary, “About
Mumma's selection at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne was very
unexpected and [am so glad to share
this film on such a diverse platform,
stories of disabilities and livelihood
need to be shared and my mother’s
journey is truly extraordinary, we both
are very happy to see our film be part
ol this festival. | have seen the festival
lineup for this year and | was so excited
to see such incredible stocies of women
by women, lam actually really excited
to see films about period poverty and
experiencesof women from different
parts of India”,
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
The Indian Film
Festival of Melboume
(IFFM)is goingto
make a record with
the most diverse
female voices of
A women filmmakers.
Filmmaker

Rima Das says, “| have dosely seen how
Mitu Bhowmik takes a personal interest
in encouraging women filmmakers and
having diverse voices.”
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Story - 4

Onir and Richa Chadha elected as the
jury for the Short Film Competition for
the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
2021
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Filmmaker Onir and Richa Chadha elected
as the jury for the Short Film Competition for the
Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2021

After the incredible success of
the virtual Indian film festival of
Melbourne 2020 last year, the festival
is gearing to host both online and
in cinemas next month. LThe 12th
edition of this esteemed festival
whichwillbe incinemas from August
12 to 21,and online Australia-wide
from August 15to 30, hasnow opened
itsdoorstoentries for the IFFM Short
Film Competition. The jury for this
year's Short Film Competition is
National Award-winning filmmaker,
Onir and the supremely talented
producer, actor, and activist, Richa
Chadha.Richahasbeenapartofthe
IFFMin2016and 2018 as wellwhen
her film Love Sonia was the opening
night film for that year's festival.

TheIFFM nowinvites filmmakers
to enter the IFFM Short Film
Competition 2021, giving them an
excellent chance to showcase their
incredible work at this year’s festival.
The theme for this year's short film
competitionis Modern Slavery and
Equality. Since its inception, [FFM
has been committed to promoting
the principles of Equality, Freedom,
and Inclusion.

This year's theme for the Short
Film Competition aims to address
the threats to these principlesinthe
contemporary world. The short film
entriesare to be submitted through
FilmFreeway. The last date of
submissionis July 20 and the official
website of the IFFM provides further
details, terms, and conditions for
the submission. Previous winners
fromIndia have included successful

filmmakers like Colin D'cunha (
Dostana 2 ), Varun Sharma ( Bunty
Aur Babli 2 ), and Manj Makhijaa
(Skater Girl) among others.
Onbecomingapart of the panel
ofjudges, Onirtellsus, “Assomeone
who has been associated with the
festival right from the start [ am
always fascinated and impressed
by the depth and diversity of the
short films that compere. | think
that modern-day slavery runs in
streams throughout our present
world and the severe exploitation
of people comesin many forms. And
while our Constitution says that
every single person has the Right to
Equality, is that really the case in
reality? This year's theme gives
filmmakersachance toexplore these

sides of society which reflect the
kind of humanity we have in present
times. | am excited to see what the
filmmakers come up with.."

Also speaking on being one of
the judges, Richa Chadhasays, “lam
very excited and feel completely
honored to have the faith of members
of IFFM in having me as their jury
member to judge their Short Film
Competition this year along with
the lovely Onir. The theme of this
year’s competition is, | believe, not
only relevant but of extreme
importance that needs our urgent
attention.lcan't waittosee the entries
we get this time around the theme
ofequality and modern slavery. It’s
important to celebrate all formats
ofentertainment and shorts are such
a founding concept for budding
Filmmakers and storytellers, togive
voice and recognition to their style
of filmmaking. Speaking from my
personal experience having both
acted and directed short films, it’s
extremely tough to tell an entire
story within a fairly short period of
time".

IFFM Festival Director Mitu
Bhowmik Lange says, “We are more
thanthrilled to have Onirand Richa
Chadha be the jury for this year’s
ShortFilm Competition at the IFFM.
They are exactly the kind of judges
who not only inspire others but have
a huge body of supreme work to
represent their expertise and flair
intheirrespective fields and we are
honored tohavethemasouresteemed
judges at the 2021 festival.”
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'SHORT FILMS ARE A
DIFFICULT FORMAT

Actor RICHA CHADHA joins the jury at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne. By TEAM VIVA

Richa Chadha is no stranger to being part  freedom, and inclusion. This year’s theme
of the jury for prestigious film festivalsand  aims to address the threats to these principles
yet again she will be part of one in the contemporary world. Previous winners
of the biggest Indian film fes- from India include successful filmmakers like
tivals in lkc world. After the Colin Dcunha (Dostana 2), Varun Sharma
incredible success of the vir- (Bunty Aur Babli 2), and Manj Makhijaa
tual Indian Film Festival of (Skater Girl) among others.
Melbourne (IFFM) in On being appointed as a jury mem-
2020, this year IFFM is ber, Richa says, “Being a part of IFFM
gearing to host both 2021 as a jury member is an incredible
online and in cinemas feeling. To be back here again, but as a
next month. judge this time, is very exciting. I am sure
The 12th edition of we all can expect some astounding
the festival, which will short films on the theme of mod-
be in cinemas from , ern slavery and equality, both of
August 12-21, and L which are complex subjects.
screened online | Also, speaking from experi-
across Australia from ence, I am aware of how diffi-
August 15-30, has cult it is to tell an entire story
now opened its doors within a short amount of time,
to entries for the that too on such an important
IFFM short film com- theme so I'm really looking
petition. The jury for forward to all the short film
this year’s short film entries this year”
competition will have The director of IFFM,
producer, actor, and Mitu Bhowmik Lange
activist, Richa along- shares, “We are thrilled to
side National ;1\\'-.1r3- have Onir and Richa
winning filmmaker Chadbha in the jury for this
Onir. year’s Short film competi-
The theme for this tion at the IFFM. They are
year's short film com- exactly the kind of judges
petition is ‘Modern who not only inspire oth-
Slavery and Equality’ ers but have a huge body
Since its inception, of work to represent
IFFM has been com- their expertise and flair
mitted to promoting the in their respective
principles of equality, fields”
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Pankaj Tripathi to be Honored with the

Prestigious Diversity in Cinema Award
at IFFM
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>ankaj
Tripathi to
get Diversity

in Cinema

anka) Tripathi, who is known to
P bring sosnething new with each
of his onscreen outings, will be
honoured for his myrad shades of
versatility with the Dywersity in
* Cinerma Award at the

Indian Film Festival of

tcd Metborne (TFFM). 1

\ ‘“‘Mo“ “‘“ Jl”‘ l\r:--lv:ni and
M yumbled to receive

Mh“?‘ mm this award and also

‘pmu happy that such a

prestigious fihm

‘&w W = lestival has

m recognised my work,

‘M he says

For him, however, the
award doesn't come with
any pressure but more

respansibility o keep doing betser
He shares, “My intent is to perform 10
the best of my capabilities, 1 am very
grateful that my performances are
appreciated by the audience ™

Hosides this, Tripathi has also been
nominated for the Best Performance
{(Male) in the film category for Ludo
and for the Best Performance (Male)
In a series for Mirzapur 2at the (im
festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses his
gratitude 10 OTT platforms for giving
his work global recognition. “Mere
liye veh brilliant and humble karne
wala experience hal. | had pever
thought that an actor like me would
reach over 250 countries, Now, we
als0 get feedback via social mediac |
just got a message from Italy about
Mimi" he adds

The award will be presented oo
Angust 20 by filmmaker Anurag
Kaslyyup, who directed him in Gangs
of Wasseypier, the film which shone a
spotlight on his acting skills
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' Pankaj Tripathi to

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha.rawal@hindustantimes.com

ankaj Tripathi, whois

known to bring

something new with each
of hisonscreen outings, will be
honoured for his myriad
shades of versatility with the
Diversity in Cinema Award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM). “l am
honoured and humbled to
receive this award and also
happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my
work,” he says.

For him, the award doesn’t
come with any pressure but
more responsibility to keep
doing better. He shares, "My
intent is to perform to the best
of my capabilities. I am grateful
that my performances are
appreciated by the audience.”

get Diversity in
Cinema Award

Tripathi has also been
nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film
category for Ludoand for the
Best Performance (Male) in
series for Mirzapur 2 at the
film festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses
his gratitude to OTT platforms
for giving his work global
recognition. “Mere liye yeh
brilliant and humble karne
wala experience hai. | had
never thought that an actor like
me would reach over 250
countries. Now, we also get
feedback via social media: I just
got a message from Italy about
Mimi,” he adds.

The award will be presented
on August 20 by filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap, who directed
him in Gangs of Wasseypur, the
film which shone a spotlighton
his acting skills.
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Pankaj Tripathi to

i get Diversity in
| Cinema Award

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha rawal@hindustantimes.com

ankaj Tripathi, whois
P known to bring

something new with each
of his onscreen outings, will be
honoured for his myriad
shades of versatility with the
Diversity in Cinema Award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM). "l am
honoured and humbled to
receive this award and also
happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my
work,” he says.

For him, the award doesn't
come with any pressure but
more responsibility to keep
doing better. He shares, "My
intent is to perform to the best
of my capabilities. | am grateful
that my performances are
appreciated by the audience.”

Tripathi has also been
nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film
category for Ludo and for the
Best Performance (Male) in
series for Mirzapur 2 at the
film festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses
his gratitude to OTT platforms
for giving his work global
recognition. “Mere liye yeh
brilliant and humble karne
wala experience hai. I had
never thought that an actor like
me would reach over 250
countries. Now, we also get
feedback via social media: I just
got a message from Italy about
Mimi," he adds.

The award will be presented
on August 20 by filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap, who directed
him in Gangs of Wasseypur, the
film which shone a spotlight on
his acting skills,
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Pankaj
Tripathi to

get Diversity
in Cinema
Award

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha rawal@hindustantimes.com

ankaj Tripathi, who is known to bring

something new with each of his onscreen

outings, will be honoured for his myriad
shades of versatility with the Diversity in Cinema
Award at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM). “I am honoured and humbled to receive
this award and also happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my work,” he says.

For him, the award doesn't come with any
pressure but more responsibility to keep doing
better. He shares, “My intent is to perform to the
best of my capabilities. I am grateful that my
performances are appreciated by the audience.”

Tripathi has also been nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film category for Ludo
and for the Best Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2 at the film festival this year,

The 44-year-old expresses his gratitude to OTT
platforms for giving his work global recognition.
“Mere live yeh brilliant and humble karne wala
experience hai, | had never thought that an actor
like me would reach over 250 countries. Now, we
also get feedback via social media; | just gota
message from Italy about Mimi,” he adds.

The award will be presented on August 20 by
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap, who directed him in
Gangs of Wasseypur, the film which shone a
spotlight on his acting skills.
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Pankaj
Tripathi to

’

get Diversity
in Cinema
Award

Sugandha Rawal

sugandha rawal@hindustantimes.com

ankaj Tripathi, who is known to bring

something new with each of his onscreen

outings, will be honoured for his myriad
shades of versatility with the Diversity in Cinema
Award at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM). “I am honoured and humbled to receive
this award and also happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my work,” he says.

For him, the award doesn't come with any
pressure but more responsibility to keep doing
better. He shares, "My intent is to perform to the
best of my capabilities. I am grateful that my
performances are appreciated by the audience.”

Tripathi has also been nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film category for Ludo
and for the Best Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2 at the film festival this year,

The 44-year-old expresses his gratitude to OTT
platforms for giving his work global recognition.
“Mere live yeh brilliant and humble karne wala
experience hai, I had never thought that an actor
like me would reach over 250 countries, Now, we
also get feedback via social media; | just gota
message from Italy about Mimi,” he adds,

The award will be presented on August 20 by
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap, who directed him in
Gangs of Wasseypur, the film which shone a
spotlight on his acting skills.
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Pankaj
Tripathi to
get Diversity

in Cinema
Award

Sugandha Rawal

wgandha awat@hndustantimes.com

bring something new with cach
of his onscreen outings, will be
honoured for his myriad shades of
versatility with the Diversity in
& Cinema Award at the
Indian Film Festival of
\'cd Melbourne (IFFM). “1

1\ am “ob‘ed t“al am honoured and

humbled to receive
“““ this award and also
“es sc(! happy that sucha
a V ‘ prestigious film

feﬁt has WO festival has

recognised my work.”

wy .‘M\‘“‘ he sa.\.':?

P ankaj Tripathi, who is known to

award doesn't come with
any pressure but more
responsibility to keep doing better.
He shares, “My intent is to perform to
the best of my capabilities. [ am very
grateful that my performances are
appreciated by the audience.”

Besides this, Tripathi has also been
nominated for the Best Performance
(Male) in the film category for Ludo
and for the Best Performance (Male)
In a series for Mirzapur 2 at the film
festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses his
gratitude to OTT platforms for giving
his work global recognition. “Mere
liye yeh brilliant and humble karne
wala experience hai. | had never
thought that an actor like me would
reach over 250 countries. Now, we
also get feedback via social media; |
Just got a message from Italy about
Mimi,” he adds.

The award will be presented on
August 20 by filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap, who directed him in Gangs
of Wasseypur, the film which shone a
spotlight on his acting skills

For him, however, the
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Pankaj
Tripathi to

get Diversity
in Cinema
Award

Sugandha Rawal
sugandha rawal@hindustantimes com

ankaj Tripathi, who is known to bring

something new with each of his onscreen

outings, will be honoured for his myriad
shades of versatility with the Diversity in Cinema
Award at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM). “l am honoured and humbled to receive
this award and also happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my work,” he says.

For him, the award doesn’t come with any
pressure but more responsibility to keep doing
better. He shares, "My intent is to perform to the
best of my capabilities. | am grateful that my
performances are appreciated by the audience.”

Tripathi has also been nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film category for Ludo
and for the Best Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2 at the film festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses his gratitude to OTT
platforms for giving his work global recognition.
“Mere liye yeh brilliant and humble karne wala
experience hai. | had never thought that an actor
like me would reach over 250 countries. Now, we
also get feedback via social media; I just got a
message from Italy about Mimi," he adds.

The award will be presented on August 20 by
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap, who directed him in
Gangs of Wasseypur, the film which shone a
spotlight on his acting skills.
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Pankaj
Tripathi to
get Diversity

in Cinema

Sugandha Rawal

VUGand N 1w ol @It et ey

).ull.l’ Tripathi, who is known
l bring something new with each
of his onscreen outings, will be
honoured for his myriad shades of
versatility with the Diversity in
Cinema Award at the
Indian Film Festival of

\ “m“ed Melbourne (TFFM), *1
“m ‘“a‘ am honoured and
"hd humbled o recelve
‘:m“smmd this award .\.':: .:h‘u
‘Se happy that such a
a ‘ as prestigious film
‘ﬁ‘ festival has
m)' recognised miy work,”
|M he says

For Mm, however, the
tward doosn 't come with
any pressure but more

responsibility to keep dodng better
He shares, "My intent is to perform to
the best of my capabilities. [ am very
grateful that my performances are
appreciated by the andience.”

Besides this, Tripathi has also been
nominated for the Best Performance
(Male) in the film category for Lude
und for the Best Performance (Malke)
in a series for Mirzapur 2 at the film
festival this year.

The 44-year-old expresses his
gratitude to OTT platforms for giving
his work global recognition. “Mere
Hye yeh brilliant and humbie karne
wala experience hal. | had never
thought that an actor ke me would
reach over 250 countries. Now, we
also get feedback via social media; |
just got a message from laly about
Mimi,” he adds.

The award will be presented on
August 20 by filmmaker Anurag
Kashyap, who directed him in Gangs
of Wasseypur, the film which shone o
spotlight on his acting skills
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The quintessential aam
aadmi and voice of the
masses, Pankaj Tripathi
has given life to iconic
characters on screen that
will forever remain etched
in the audience’s mind.
Known for his versatile
and effortless perform-
ances across various plat-
forms, he has carved a
niche for himself in the
entertainment industry.
The Indian Film Festival

of Melbourne has always
celebrated diversity
through cinema, and it
comes as no surprise that
this year, they have honored
Pankaj Tripathi with the
Diversity in Cinema award.
Speaking about the
award, Pankaj says, “My
intent is to perform to the
best of my ability, and I
am so grateful that my
performances are appreci-
ated by the audience.”
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The quintessential aam
aadmi and voice of the
masses, Pankaj) Tripathi
has given life to iconic
characters on screen that
will forever remain etched
in the audience’s mind.
Known for his versatile
and effortless perform-
ances across various plat-
forms, he has carved a
niche for himself in the
entertainment industry.
The Indian Film Festival

of Melbourne has always
celebrated diversity
through cinema, and it
comes as no surprise that
this year, they have honored
Pankaj Tripathi with the
Diversity in Cinema award.
Speaking about the
award, Pankaj says, "My
intent is to perform to the
best of my ability, and I
am so grateful that my
performances are appreci-
ated by the audience.”
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Pankaj Tripathi:
Never thought my
work would get global
recognition

tional Award-

winning actor

Pankaj
Tripathi says coming
from such a humble
background and a
years-long struggle in
the Hindi film indus-
try, he never imag-
ined that his work
would get interna-
tional recognition as
the actor will be hon-
oured with the
Diversity in Cinema
award.

This year, the Indian
Film Festival of
Melbourne will hon-
our Pankaj Tripathi
with the Diversity in
Cinema award. The
award will be present-
ed by eminent film-
maker Anurag
Kashyap in the pres-
ence of the Governor
who will be the host
of the evening.

Speaking about the
award, Pankaj said,
"I never thought
that my work
would be recog-
nized by a glob-
al audi- -
ence 3
and I
will

oured with a presti-
gious award by the
government of a for-
eign country I am so
grateful and humbled
to see that my per-
formances are being
appreciated and this
gives me the confl-
dence to perform even
better.”

Pankaj has made his
presence felt in both
films and web series.
He has been nominat-
ed for the Best
Performance (Male)
in the film category
for ‘Ludo’ and for the
Best Performance
(Male) in web series
for ‘Mirzapur’ S2. His
short film Laali’ has
also made it to the fes-
tival this year.

The festival's direc-
tor Mitu Bhowmick
Lange added, "IFFM
has always stood for
diversity through cin-
ema and Pankaj
Tripathi is an
embodiment
of the same,
He plays
diverse roles
with such

finesse
making
him per-
fect for the
Diversity
in
A Cinema
award.
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Pankaj Tripathi:
Never thought my
work would get global
recognition

tional Award-

winning actor

Pankaj
Tripathi says coming
from such a humble
background and a
years-long struggle in
the Hindi film indus-
try, he never imag-
ined that his work
would get interna-
tional recognition as
the actor will be hon-
oured with the
Diversity in Cinema
award.

This year, the Indian
Film Festival of
Melbourne will hon-
our Pankaj Tripathi
with the Diversity in
Cinema award. The
award will be present-
ed by eminent film-
maker Anurag
Kashyap in the pres-
ence of the Governor
who will be the host
of the evening.

Speaking about the
award, Pankaj said,
"I never thought
that my work
would be recog-
nized by a glob-
al audi- -
ence ‘
and |

oured with a presti-
gious award by the
government of a for-
eign country I am so
grateful and humbled
to see that my per-
formances are being
appreciated and this
gives me the confi-
dence to perform even
better:”

Pankaj has made his
presence felt in both
films and web series.
He has been nominat-
ed for the Best
Performance (Male)
in the film category
for "Ludo’ and for the
Best Performance
(Male) in web series
for ‘Mirzapur’ S2. His
short film Laali’ has
also made it to the fes-
tival this year.

The festival's direc-
tor Mitu Bhowmick
Lange added, “TFFM
has always stood for
diversity through cin-
ema and Pankaj
Tripathi is an
embodiment
of the same.
He plays
diverse roles
with such

finesse
making
him per-
fect for the
Diversity
in
= Cinema
award.
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Pankaj Tripathi to be honoured
with prestigious Diversity in Cinema award

MUMBAI AUG 19: The quintessential
aamaadmiand voice of the masses,
Pankaj Tripathi, has given life to
iconic characters onscreen that will
forever remain etched in the
audience's mind. Known for his
versatile and effortless performances
across various platforms, he has
carved a niche for himself in the
entertainmentindustry. Heisat the
forefront of the new wave of content-
driven cinema in India, which is
realistic, differentiated, compelling,
and powerful.

Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM)has always celebrated diversity
through cinema, and it comes as no
surprise that this year, they have
honoured Pankaj Tripathi with the
Diversity inCinemaaward. The award
isforartistswho haveleftanindelible
mark in the industry through their
different roles, across all formats
portrayingincredible versatility with
theirvaried performances. Some of
the previous recipients of this award
are Frieda Pinto, Fawad Khan, Onir
amongst others.

Pankaj is the king of keeping
characters and performances real

and modest and itis this quality that
makeshimaperformerextraordinaire,
He hasmadehis presencereverberated
in films as well as web series. He
hasalsobeennominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film
category for Ludo and for the Best
Performance (Male)inthe Webseries
forMirzapurS2. His short film Laali
has also made it to the festival this
year.

About the award, Pankaj said,
“My intent is to perform to the best
of my capabilities,and lam so grateful

that my performances are appreciated
by the audience.lam truly honoured
and equally humbled to receive this
award and it makes me very happy
that such a prestigious film festival
has recognized my work.”

The festival’s director Mitu
Bhowmick Lange said, “We at IFFM
areelated topresent one of our highest
awards to the prolific actor, Pankaj
Tripathi. With his acting prowess
and unsurpassed talent, he makes
every character riveting. IFFM has
always stood for diversity through
cinema and Pankaj Tripathi is an
embodiment of the same. He plays
diverseroles withsuchfinesse making
him perfect for this award.”

The Diversity in Cinema award
will be presented by the eminent
filmmaker Anurag Kashyap. He had
directed one of the mostimportant
films of Pankaj Tripathi’s career -
Gangs of Wasseypur - which put
him on the map and changed the
course of his cinematic journey.
Anuragwill be presenting the award
in the presence of the Victorian
Governor who will be the host of
the evening.
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PANKAJ TRIPATHI TO BE FELICITATED
WITH SPECIAL AWARD AT IFFM

SHWETA VERMA
MUMBEL

For his remarkable contribution to Bolly-
wol, actor Pankaj Tripathi will be hon-
oured with the Diversity in Cinema award
at the ongoing Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne (IFFM),

The Indian Film Festival of Melbourmne has
always celebrated diversity through cinema,
and it comes as no surprise that this year,
they have honored Pankaj Tripathi with the
award. This award is for artists who have left
an indetible mark in the industry through ther

different roles, across all formats portraying

incredible versatility with their varied
performances. Some of the previous re-
ciplents of this award are Frieda Pinto,
Fawad Khan, Onir
amongst others,
Speaking

d

about the award, Pankaj says, “My intent is to
perform to the best of my capabilities, and Tam
so grateful that my performances are appreci
ated by the audience. Tam truly honoured and
equally humbled to receive this award and it
makes me very happy that such a prestigious
film festival has recognised my work.”

The Diversity in Cinema award will be
presented by the eminent Anurag Kashyap,
who will be giving the award in
the presence of the
Victorian Gov-
ernorwhowill
be the host of
the evening.
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‘Never thought my

work would gef

global recognition’

National Award-winning actor Pankaj Tripathi says
coming from such a humble background and a
years-long struggle in the Hindi film industry, he never
imagined that his work would get international recogni-
tion as the actor will be honoured with the Diversity in
Cinema award.

This year, the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne will
honour Pankaj Tripathi with the Diversity in Cinema
award. The award will be presented by eminent film-
maker Anurag Kashyap in the presence of the Governor

who will be the host of the evening,
Speaking about the award, Pankaj said, "I never
thought that my work would be recognized by a global
audience and I will be honoured with a prestigious
award by the government of a foreign country. I am
so grateful and humbled to see that my perform-
ances are being appreciated and this gives me the
confidence to perform even better.”
Pankaj has made his presence felt in both
films and web series. He has been nomi-
nated for the Best Performance (Male) in
the film category for ‘Ludo’ and for the
Best Performance (Male) in web se-
ries for ‘Mirzapur' S2. His short
film 'Laali’ has also made it to
the festival this year. The
festival’s director Mi-
tuBhowmick

h ]
R

Lange added, "IFFM has always stood for di-
versity through cinema and Pankaj Tripathi
is an embodiment of the same. He plays
diverse roles with such finesse making
him perfect for the Diversity in Cin-
ema award. With his acting

prowess and unsurpassed tal-

ent, he makes every role in

every format fasci-

nating.”
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Never Thought My Work Would Get Global Recognition: Pankaj

Mumbai: National
Award-winning actor
Pankaj) Tripathi says
coming from such a
humble background and
a years-long struggle in
the Hindi film industry,
he never imagined that
his work would get inter-

national recognition as
the actor will be
honoured with the Diver-
sity in Cinema award.
This year, the Indian
Film Festival of
Melbourne will honour
Pankaj Tripathi with the
Diversity in Cinema

award. The award will be
presented by eminent
filmmaker
Anurag Kash-
yap in the pres-
ence of the
Governor who
will be the host
of the evening.

Speaking
about the
award, Pankaj
said, "I never
thought that
my work would be recog-
nized by a global audience
and I will be honoured
with a prestigious award
by the government of a
foreign country. I am so
grateful and humbled to
see that my performances
are being appreciated and
this gives me the confi-
dence to perform even
better." Pankaj has made
his presence felt in both
films and web series. He
has been nominated for
the Best Performance
(Male) in the film cat-
egory for 'Ludo’ and for

the Best Performance
(Male) in web series for

‘Mirzapur' S2. His short
film 'Laali’ has also made
it to the festival this year.

The festival's direc-

tor Mitu Bhowmick
Lange added, "TFFM has
always stood for diversity
through cinema and
Pankaj Tripathi is an em-
bodiment of the same. He
plays diverse roles with
such finesse making him
perfect for the Diversity
in Cinema award. With
his acting prowess and un-
surpassed talent, he makes
every role in every format
fascinating."—IANS
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Never Thought My Work Would Get Global Recognition: Pankaj

Mumbai: National
Award-winning actor
Pankaj Tripathi says
coming from such a
humble background and
a years-long struggle in
the Hindi film industry,
he never imagined that
his work would get inter-

national recognition as
the actor will be
honoured with the Diver-
sity in Cinema award.
This year, the Indian
Film
Melbourne will honour
Pankaj Tripathi with the
Diversity in Cinema

Festival of

award. The award will be
presented by eminent
filmmaker
Anurag Kash-
yap in the pres-
ence of the
Governor who
will be the host
of the evening.

Speaking
about the
award, Pankaj
said, "I never
thought that
my work would be recog-
nized by a global audience
and I will be honoured
with a prestigious award
by the government of a
foreign country. I am so
grateful and humbled to
see that my performances
are being appreciated and
this gives me the confi-
dence to perform even
better." Pankaj has made
his presence felt in both
films and web series. He
has been nominated for
the Best Performance
(Male) in the film cat-
egory for 'Ludo’ and for

the Best Performance
(Male) in web series for

‘Mirzapur' S2. His short
film 'Laali’ has also made
it to the festival this year.
The festival's direc-
tor Mitu Bhowmick
Lange added, "IFFM has
always stood for diversity
through cinema and
Pankaj Tripathi is an em-
bodiment of the same. He
plays diverse roles with
such finesse making him
perfect for the Diversity
in Cinema award. With
his acting prowess and un-
surpassed talent, he makes
every role in every format
fascinating."—IANS
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ATIONAL Award-winning actor
PankajTripathisayscoming from such
a humble background and a years-
long struggle in the Hindi film industry, he
neverimagined thathisworkwould get inter-
national recognition as the actorwillbe hon-
oured with the Diversity in Cinema award.
This year, the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne will honour Pankaj Tripathi with
the Diversity in Cinema award. The award
will be presented by eminent filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap in the presence of the
Governorwho willbethe host of the evening.
Speaking about the award, Pankaj said, “I
never thought that my work would be rec-
ognized by a global audience and I will be
honoured with a prestigious award by the

GLOBAL SURPRISE

government ofa foreign country. | amso grate-
ful and humbled to see that my perform-
ances are being appreciated and this gives
me the confidence to perform even better.”

Pankaj has been nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film category for
Ludo and for the Best Performance (Male)
in Mirzapur S2. His short film Laali has also
made it to the festival this year.

Pankaj Tripathi is one name everyone
knows today. It won't be a mistake to call him
a star as he wowed the audience with his
realistic and power-packed performances
on the silver screen and on OTT. The actor
says he is living way ahead of what he actu-
ally had dreamt of. The 44-year-old actor,
who hogged the limelight in the two-part

crime thriller movie Gangs OfWasseypur, says
his dream was smaller as he only wanted to
do good work and cinema.

Ask Pankaj, who graduated from the
National School Of Drama in 2004, if he feels
he is living his dream now?

He told IANS, “Yes, you can say. With the
work I am busy with, it is a dream-like situ-
ation. My dream was actually smaller than
this. I am living way ahead of what | had
actually dreamt of.”

Theactor, who was born in Gopalganj dis-
trict of Bihar, added: “That is more real than
real because you have noteven thought about
it that somethinglike this would happen. So,
I don't know |if it's real or surreal. I don'
know.” (PTHM
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ATIONAL Award-winning actor

PankajTripathisayscoming from such

a humble background and a years-

long struggle in the Hindi film industry, he
neverimagined thathisworkwould get inter-
national recognition as the actorwill be hon-
oured with the Diversity in Cinema award.
This year, the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne will honour Pankaj Tripathi with
the Diversity in Cinema award. The award
will be presented by eminent filmmaker
Anurag Kashyap in the presence of the
Governorwho willbethe host of the evening.
Speaking about the award, Pankaj said, “I
never thought that my work would be rec-
ognized by a global audience and I will be
honoured with a prestigious award by the

GLOBAL SURPRISE

government ofa foreign country. | amso grate-
ful and humbled to see that my perform-
ances are being appreciated and this gives
me the confidence to perform even better.”

Pankaj has been nominated for the Best
Performance (Male) in the film category for
Ludo and for the Best Performance (Male)
in Mirzapur S2. His short film Laali has also
made it to the festival this year.

Pankaj Tripathi is one name everyone
knows today. It won't be a mistake to call him
a star as he wowed the audience with his
realistic and power-packed performances
on the silver screen and on OTT. The actor
says he is living way ahead of what he actu-
ally had dreamt of. The 44-year-old actor,
who hogged the limelight in the two-part

crime thriller movie Gangs OfWasseypur, says
his dream was smaller as he only wanted to
do good work and cinema.

Ask Pankaj, who graduated from the
National School Of Drama in 2004, if he feels
he is living his dream now?

He told IANS, “Yes, you can say. With the
work I am busy with, it is a dream-like situ-
ation. My dream was actually smaller than
this. I am living way ahead of what I had
actually dreamt of.”

Theactor, who was born in Gopalganj dis-
trict of Bihar, added: “That is more real than
real because you have noteven thought about
it that somethinglike this would happen. So,
I don't know |if it's real or surreal. I don'
know.” (PTO'W
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Story - 6

Fearless, Unapologetic and a Powerful
story of an Indian Music Star Shut Up
Sona will screen at the prestigious
IFFM, 2021
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Going south

After recently winning the National
Award 2021 in India, Deepti Gupta's
docu-feature Shut Up Sona is set to
screen at the Indian Film Festival

of Melbourne (IFFM). The film,
which follows protagonist Sona
Mohapatra's journey in the music
industry and as a performing artiste,
explores her take on prejudices in
this space and the broader society
as well, while also diving into her
musical roots and inspirations. “I
am elated to see that this year's
IFFM has a considerable number

of women filmmakers, which is

a great feat. This documentary is
my personal voice and journey

with Deepti in the land of visual
storytelling,” Mohapatra told us.
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PERSONAL VOIGE

S DOCUMENTARY titled
Ajgul Up Sona has been
ected as oneofthefilms
to be screened at the upcoming
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2021, singer Sona
Mohapatra says that the film is
a journey of her life.

Shut Up Sona, directed by
Deepti Gupta, is a cinematic
expression of the journey of
Sona, in the music industry
and as a performing artist
where she has often been
labelled as a ‘troublemaker’
for raising concerns that mat-
ter the most. She doesn't shy
away from exercising her
agencyand speaking her mind.

Charming, unabashed, and
unstoppable, Sona Mohapatra
isoneof theimportant figures
debating the existing gender
discourse in India. Her film
challenges the status quo and

tackles the prejudices that run
deep in the music industry in
particular and Indian society
in general. Talking about the
film's screening at the IFFM,
she said, “I am so elated to see

that thisyear’sIFFMhasacon-
siderable number of women
filmmakers which is a great
feat. I am so humbled and
equally proud to see ‘Shut Up
Sona’ among an incredible
line-up of films. This docu-
mentary is my personal voice
and journey with my sister-
in-arms Deepti Gupta in the
land of visual storytelling and
I cannotwait for the audience
to connect with it and my
musical jouney.”

The Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne is happening on
the ground as well as virtual-
ly. The physical festival will
take place between August 12
to 15. Keeping the global pan-
demic and travel restrictions
in mind, the festival organis-
ers have also arranged a vir-
tual edition of the festival
between August 15 and 30.

The director of the festival
is Mitu Bhowmik Lange and it
is organised by the state gov-
ernment of Victoria. (IANS)
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PERSONAL VOIGE

S DOCUMENTARY titled
Ajgul Up Sona has been
ected asoneofthefilms
to be screened at the upcoming
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2021, singer Sona
Mohapatra says that the film is
a journey of her life.

Shut Up Sona, directed by
Deepti Gupta, is a cinematic
expression of the journey of
Sona, in the music industry
and as a performing artist
where she has often been
labelled as a ‘troublemaker’
for raising concerns that mat-
ter the most. She doesn'’t shy
away from exercising her
agencyand speaking hermind.

Charming, unabashed, and
unstoppable, Sona Mohapatra
isoneof theimportant figures
debating the existing gender
discourse in India. Her film
challenges the status quo and

tackles the prejudices that run
deep in the music industry in
particular and Indian society
in general. Talking about the
film's screening at the IFFM,
she said, “I am so elated to see

that thisyear’s IFFM hasacon-
siderable number of women
filmmakers which is a great
feat. I am so humbled and
equally proud to see ‘Shut Up
Sona’ among an incredible
line-up of films. This docu-
mentary is my personal voice
and journey with my sister-
in-arms Deepti Gupta in the
land of visual storytelling and
I cannotwait for the audience
to connect with it and my
musical journey.”

The Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne is happening on
the ground as well as virtual-
ly. The physical festival will
take place between August 12
to 15. Keeping the global pan-
demic and travel restrictions
in mind, the festival organis-
ers have also arranged a vir-
tual edition of the festival
between August 15 and 30.

The director of the festival
is Mitu Bhowmik Lange and it
is organised by the state gov-
ernment of Victoria. (IANS)
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Story - 7

Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2021
announces its nominations; Ludo,
Sherni, Soorarai Pottru, and God on the
Balcony bag the top nominations this
year
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‘Sherni’, ‘Ludo’, ‘Soorarai Pottru’
nominated for IFFM awards

Following the success of last vear’s digital format, the 12th edi-

tion of the IFFM will take place both physically and virtually

idya Balan starrer Sherni,

Anurag  Basu-directed

‘Ludo” and Suriya-starrer
Soorarad Pottr” are among the
maovies that will vie for the 1op
film awards at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (1IFFM)
Awards 2021,

The nominations for the fies-
tivals annual awards ceremony
were unveiled on Thursday.

In the best film category, the
three films are joined by Malay-
alam feature ‘Kayattam (Ahr)}
‘Lootcase’ and Bengali feature

The other nominees
are ‘God on the
Balcony' (Assamese),
‘Laila aur Satt
Geet' (Gojri, Hindi),
'Nasir' (Tamil), ‘Pinki
Elli¢’ (Kannada),

“Tasher Ghawr'!

Filmmaker Ajitpal Singh's 'Fire
in the Mountains, which recently
had its world premiere at the
Sundance Film Festival 2021, is
nominated in the best indie film
GMegOry.

The other nominees are ‘Goxd
on the Balcony” (Assamese),

‘Laila aur Satt Geet' (Gojri,

Hindi}, "Nasir’ (Tamil), ‘Pinki
Ell?" (Kannada), ‘Seththa-
maan’ (Tamil), Sthal,

Karthick of Nasir, Biswajeet Bora
of 'God on the Balcony’, eo Baby
of “The Great Indian Kitchen,
Pithvi Konnanur for “Pinki FIZ'
and Sanal Kumar Sasitharan of
‘Kayattam {Ahr).

“Lado’ stars Rajkummar Rao
and Pankaj Tripathi will compete
for the best actor honour along-
side Suriya, Benjamin Daimsary,
Harish Khanna, Jitin Puthanch
ery, Koumarane Valavane and
Neel Deshmukh.

Balan features in the best
actress category and will compete
against Nimisha Sajayan, Rasika
Dugal. Rima Kallingal, Swastika
Mulgherjee and Vinamrata Rai.

"WOM.B (Women Of My Bil-
lion), which will open the festival
on August 12, ks nominated in the
best documentary category.

This year, the festival is also
launching throe additional catego-
ries in keeping with the growing
trend of web serbes,

“The Family Man' season
two, ‘Mirzapar” season two and
‘Bandish Bandits’ will compete
for the best series honour along
with Netflix's "Mismatched' and
‘Churails’ from Zee5.

The Tripathi and his ‘Mirza-
pur’ co-stars Al Fazal and Divy-
enndu will battle it out with
fellow Amazon comrades -
Manoj Bajpayee, Saif Ali Khan
and Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub
- in the best performance (Male)

ry.

Samantha Akkineni is nom-
inated in the best performance
(Fermale] category alongside
Shweta Tripathi Sharma, Shah-
ana G i, Neena Gupta and

L
(Marathi) and “The Great
Indian Kitchen' (Malayalam).
Basu and Singh are also
nominated in the best
director race along
with Sudlss Kongara
of ‘Sooraral Pottru!
Akshay Indikar
of “Sthalpuranl
Amit Masurkar’
of ‘Shernil Arun

Prajakia Koli
The jury comprises [ill Bilcock,
Vince  Colosimo
and a Geoffrey
Wright.
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‘Sherni;, ‘Ludo’, ‘Soorarai Pottru’
nominated for IFFM awards

Following the success of last vear’s digital format, the 12th edi-

tion of the IFFM will take place both physically and virtually

idya Balan-starrer ‘Sherni,

Anurag  Basu-directed

Lado” and Suriya-stacrer
Soorarai Pottr’ are among the
mavies that will vie for the top
filons awards at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM)
Awards 2021,

‘The nominations for the fes-
tivals annval awards ceremony
were unveiled on Thursday,

In the best film category, the
three films are joined by Malay-
alam feature ‘Kayattam (A'hr)}
Lootcase’ and Bengall feature

are ‘God on the
Balcony' (Assamese),
‘Laila aur Satt
Geet' (Gojri, Hindi),
‘Nasir’ (Tamil), ‘Pinki
Elli?' (Kannada),
‘Seththumaan'
(Tamil) etc

“Tasher Ghawr!

Filmmaker Ajitpal Singhss 'Fire
I the Mountalns, which recently
bad its world premiere at the
Sundance Film Festival 2021, is
nominated in the best indie film

ny.
The other nominees are ‘God

Karthick of Nasir, Biswajeet Bora
of 'God oo the Balcony’, Jeo Baby
of “The Great Indian Kitchen!
Pithyvi Konnanur for Pinki Elli?*
and Sanal Kumar Saskdharan of
"Kayattam (Ahr).

Tado' stars Rajkummar Rao
and Pankaj Tripathi will compete
for the best actor honour along-
side Suriya, Benjamin Dalmary,
Harish Khanna, Jitin Puthanch-
ery, Koumarane Valavane and
Ned Deshmukh.

Balan features in the best
actress category and will compese
against Nimisha Sejayan, Rasika
Dugal, Rima Kallingal, Swastika
Muksherjee and Vinamrata Rai,

"WOM.B{(Women Of My Bil
lion), which will open the festival
on August 12, is nominated in the
best documentary category.

This year, the festival s also
launching three additional catego-
ries In keeping with the growing
trend of web series.

“The Family Man' season
two, "Mirzapur’ season two and
‘Bandish Bandits' will con
for the best series honour alo
with Netflix's "Mismatched' a:S
Churails’ from Zee3,

The Tripathi and his "Mirza-
pur’ co-stars Ali Fazal and Divy-
enndu will hattle it out with
fellow Amazon comrades -
Manoj Bajpayee, Saif Ali Khan
and Mobammed Zeeshan Ayyub

in the best performance (Male)

Category.
S Akkineni is nom-

on the Balcony' (A se),
‘Laila aur Satt Geet' (Gojri,
Hindi), "Nasir’ (Tamil), ‘Pinki
Elli?" (Kannacla), ‘Seththa
maan’ (Tamil), ‘Sthalpuras’
(Marathi) and “The Great
Indian Kitchen' (Malayalam).
Basu and Singh are also
nominated in the best
director  race  along
with Sudisa Kongara
of Soomrai Pottru!,
Akshay Indikar
of ‘“Sthalpuran
Amit Masurkar’
of ‘Shernil Arun

Iinated in the best performance

(Female) category alongside
Shweta Tripathi Sharma, Shah

ana Goswami, Neena Gupta and

Prajakia Koli

The jury comprises Jill Bilcock,

Vince  Colosimo

and a Geoffrey

Wright. m
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1 Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2021 F

Ludo, Sherni, Soorarai Pottru and God on the Balcony bag top nominations

Award ceremony will take place virtually on August 20

MUMBAIMELBOURNE,
AUG 6: The Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne, one
of the biggest international
Indian film festivals outside
of the country, has just
announced its nominations
for its annual awards
ceremony.

The festival, which is
presented by the Victorian

Government, is an annual
festival that takes place in
Melbourne, Australia, and
showcases the best of Indian
films and the subcontinent
that year. Inits 12th edition
to be held this month, the
IFFM 2021 has gone virtual
aswell as physical due tothe
global pandemic. With over
100 films whose screening

will be held during the event,
this will be a celebration of
diversity and the best of
Indian cinema inall its forms.
Apart fromthe screenings,
the most anticipated “IFFM
Awards Ceremony’ will also
take place during the course
of the festival, All set to
happen on the 20th of
Turn.__Ludo, Sheral, Soora__Pg 02
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Ludo, Sherni, Soorarai Pottrubag top nominations at IFFM

The Best Film winner at IFFM automatically gets a nomination nod under the Best Asian Film category at the
annual prestigious Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts Awards

idva Balan-starrer Sherni,
anthology Ludo, Soorarai
Poutru featuring Suriya and
Biswajeet Bora's directorial God on
the Balcony have been nominated
for top honours at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 2021.

The award ceremony will take
place virtually August 20, The fes-
tival is presented by the Victorian
government in Australia. It isan
annual festival that takes place in
Melbourne, Australia now in its
12th edition; the IFFM 2021 has
gone virtual as well as physical
due to the global pandemic.

This year the festival is launch-
ing three categories under the belt
of web shows. The festival will
recognise Best Series, Best
Performance in a series each under
the Actor and Actress category.

This list of names includes ex-
traordinary films of 2021 such as

Ludo directed by Anurag Basu,
Vidya Balan-starrer Sherni di-
rected by Amit Masukar, Soorarai
Pottru (Tamil) that stars and is
produced by Suriva and directed
by Sudha Kongara and God on the
Balcony, an Assamese film star-
ring Harish Khanna and directed
by Biswajeet Bora.

This year’s Best Documentary
features some of the most com-
pelling stories including Shut Up

Sona, WO.M.B, About Mumma,
among others.

Names such as Rajkummar Rao,
Suriya, Pankaj Tripathi, Neel
Deshmukh, Koumarane Valavane,
Jitin Puthanchery, Harish Khanna
and Benjamin Daimary are con-
tending for the Best Actor category.

For Best Actress, the nominees
are Vidya Balan, Rasika Dugal,
Swastika Mukherjee, Kani Kusruti,
and Rima Kallingal. Ali Fazal,

Divyenndu, Manoj Bajpayee,
Mohammed Zeeshan Ayyub,
Pankaj Tripathi and Saif’ Ali Khan
have been named for Best
Performance (Male) - Series, For
the Best Performance (Female) -
Series, names such as Neena Gupta,
Prajakta Koli, Rasika Dugal,
Samantha AkKkineni, Shahana
Goswami and Shweta Tripathi
Sharma have been nominated.
AGENCIES
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IFFM AWARDS 2021

‘Sherni’ and ‘Ludo’ lead nominations

idya Balan-starrer Sherni,

Anurag Basu-directed Ludo

and Suriya-starrer Soorarai
Pottru are among the movies that
will vie for the top film awards at
the Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne (IFFM) Awards 2021

Following the success of last
year’s digital format, the 12" edition
of the IFFM will take place both
physically and virtually amid the
coronavirus pandemic. However,
in the wake of the current Aus-
tralian border lockdown, the award
ceremony will be hosted virtually.

The nominations for the festi-
val’s annual awards ceremony were
unveiled on Thursday. In the best
film category, the three films are
joined by Malayalam feature Kay-
attam (A’hr), Lootcase and Bengali
feature Tasher Ghawr.

Ajitpal Singh’s Fire in the Moun-
tains, which recently had its world
premiere at the Sundance Film Fes-
tival 2021, is nominated in the best
indie film category. The other nom-
inees are God on the Balcony (As-
samese), Laila aur Satt Geet (Gojri,
Hindi), Nasir (Tamil), Pinki Elli?
(Kannada), Seththumaan (Tamil),
Sthalpuran (Marathi) and The
Great Indian Kitchen (Malayalam).

Basu and Singh are also nomi-
nated in the best director race, be-
sides Sudha Kongara (Soorarai Pot-
tru), Akshay Indikar (Sthalpuran),
Amit Masurkar (Sherni), Arun
Karthick (Nasir), Biswajeet Bora
(God on the Balcony), Jeo Baby (The
Great Indian Kitchen), Pithvi Kon-
nanur (Pinki Elli?) and Sanal Kumar
Sasidharan (Kayattam (A'hr).)

Ludo stars Rajkummar Rao and
Pankaj Tripathi will compete for
the best actor honour alongside
Suriya, Benjamin Daimary (Jonaki
Porua), Harish Khanna (God on the
Balcony), Jitin Puthanchery (San-
thoshathinte Onnam Rahasyam),
Koumarane Valavane (Nasir) and
Neel Deshmukh (Sthalpuran).

Balan features in the best actress
category and will compete against
Nimisha Sajayan (The Great Indian
Kitchen), Rasika Dugal (Lootcase),
Rima Kallingal (Santhoshathinte
Onnam Rahasyam) Swastika
Mukjherjee (Tasher Ghawr) and
Vinamrata Rai (Fire in the
Mountains).

W.O.M.B (Women Of My Billion),
which will open the festival on Au-
gust 12, is nominated in the best
documentary category.

This year, the festival is also
launching three additional cate-
gories in keeping with the growing
trend of web series. [IFFM will
recognise Best Series, Best Per-
formance in a series each under the
Actor and Actress category. The
jury comprises Oscar-winning edi-
tor Jill Bilcock, screenwriter actor
Vince Colosimo and award-win-
ning director Geoffrey Wright. 1.
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‘Ludo’, “Sherni’, "Soorarai Pottru’
bag top nominations at IFFIM

DYA Balane-starrer Shemi’,
anthology ‘Lude’, Sooraral
Pottru’ featuring Suriya and
Biswajeet Bora's directorial
God on the Balcony” have been
nominated for top honours st
the Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bournc (TFFM) 2021
The sward ceremony will take
place virtually on August 20. The
festival s presented by the Vie-
torian governmoent in Australia
1t isan annual festival that takes
place in Melbourne, Australia
now in ity 12th edition, the
IFFM 2021 has gone virtual as
woll as physical doe to the ghobal
pandemic

This year the festival is
lsunching three categories un-
dor the belt of web shows. The
festival will recognise Best Se
s, Best Performance in a s
ries each under the Actor and
Actress catogory

This list of names includes ex:
tesordinary films of 2021 such
m "Ludo’ directed by Anurag

g 8

Basu, Vidya Balan-starver She
erni’ directod by Amit Masukar,
Sooraral Pottry’ (Tamil) that
stars and is produced by Suriya
and directod by Sudha Kongars
and 'God on the Ralcony’, an As-
samese film starring Harksh
Khanna and dirocted by Bivwa-
Joet Bora

This year's Best Docusmen tary
features seme of the most com-

pelling stores mncloding “Shut
Up Soma’, 'WOME, "About
Muemuma | among others
Winners of Best Film, Best In
die Film and Best Documentary
cach win state-of -the art cam
ern from Black Magic Design
apart from the award Another
key highlight is that the Best
Film winner automatically gots
a nomination nod under the

Best Asian Film
calegory at the
annuval  prests
ghous  AACTA
(Australian
Academy of Cin
enw and Televi-
shon Arts
Awands)

Malayalam film RNay
attam’, Lootcase’, "Lode’, 'Sh-
ernl’, ‘Soorsrsm Pettry” and
Tsher Ghawy' will be comget-
ing in the Best Film category.

For the Best Indie Film, ‘Fire
in the Mountaing', ‘God on the
Balcony’, Ladla sur Satt Geet -
Gajr¥', "Nasit', ‘Pinki EINY,
Scththumaan’, Sthalpuran’,
The Great lndian Kitchen' are
nominated

Names such as Rajkummar
Rao, Suriyn, Pankaj Tripathi,
Neel Deshmukh Koumarane
Valavane, Jitin Pothanchery,
Harish Khanna and Benjamin
Dalsmary are comtending for the
Best Actor category.

For Best Actross, the
nees are Vidys Balan,
Dugal, Swastika Mukh
Kani Kasruti, and fuma
gal

Al Fazal, Divyenndu,
Rajpayee. Mohammed 7.
Ayyub, Pankaj Tripathd
Al Khan have been n
Best Performance (Male

res

For the Best Perfor
(Femadc) - Senes, names
Neena Gupta, Prajekta
Rasika Dugal . Samantha
nend, Shahana Gos
Shweta Tripathl Shar
heeon nominatod

tiomns
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Ludo, Shemni, Soorarai
Pottruand God on the

Balconybagthe top
nominations at

IFFM 2021

Nominations for The Indian
Film Festival Of Melbourne
(IFFM) were announced on
Thursday. The festival,
which is presented by the
Victorian Government, is
an annual affair that takes
place in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, and showcases the
best of subcontinent films
during the year. Apart from
the screenings, the most
anticipated 'IFFM Awards
Ceremony’ will also take
place during the course of
the festival. All set to hap-
pen on the 20th of August,
this year will witness more
names joining IFFM's
Roll of Honour,

This list of names includes
extraordinary films of 2021
such as Ludo, directed by
Anurag Basu, the Vidya Bal-

[

an-starrer Shemi, Soorarai
Pottru (Tamil), which stars
and 1s produced by Sunya,
and God on the Balcony, an
Assamese film starring Har-
ish Khanna. This year, three
categories for web shows will

be introduced. Keeping up
with the growing trend of
OTT shows, the festival will
recognise Best Series, Best
Performance in a series each
under the ‘Actor’ and
‘Actress’ category.
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The IFFM 2021 pays homage to the
original auteur, Satyajit Ray
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Ode to the
auteur

Honouring filmmaker
Satyajit Ray’s
contribution to
cinema, the IFFM
showcases 10 of his
famous works

MOHAR BASU
mohar.basu@mid-day.com

OFTEN seen through a social
and realistic lens, the spec-
tacular oeuvre of Satyajit Ray
speaks for itself. The year
2021 marks the birth cente-
nary year of the legend, who is
recognised as one of the most
versatile creative geniuses of
India, and whose presence
has dominated the local and
global screens for more than
60 years.

To celebrate his contribu-
tions to the film industry,
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM) has de-
cided to showcase some of
his finest films from August
12 to 30. IFFM’s festival di-

rector Mitu Bhowmick Lange
says, “Satyajit Ray’s cinema
creates a perspective and en-
gaging portrait of our society
by highlighting the complexi-
ties of the modern world. His
ingenuity, style of work, and
passion for all things creative
are loved by cinephiles across
the world.” The films, includ-
ing The Apu Trilogy (Pather
Panchali, Aparajito, and Apur
Sansar), Ghanashatru, Ghare
Baire, and Agantuk, along
with the documentary series
on Ray’s journey as a music
director and composer, Mu-
sic of Satyajit Ray, will be
screened at cinemas in the
Federation Square. The films
will also be streamed online
during the festival.
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THE TIMELESS RAY: IFFM 2021 PAYS
HOMAGE TO ORIGINAL AUTEUR, SATYAJIT RAY

MUMBAI, AUG 14: Often seen
through a social and realistic lens,
the spectacular oeuvre of Satyajit
Ray speaks foritself. IFFM celebrates
the auteurand anartist parexcellence,
and this year marks the 100 years
of the legendary phenomenon i.e.,
Satyajit Ray.Standingatatranscending
6.4 ft, he is recognized as one of the
most prominent filmmakers and
undoubtedly, one of most versatile
creative geniuses of India. Ray is an
indispensable part of our Indian
cinema and his presence has
dominated thelocaland global screens
for more than 60 years.

Inthe honourofhisbirthcentenary
celebrating his great works and
contributions to the film industry,
the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
pays homage to him by showcasing
some of his finest films for viewers

to watch. The films will be shown
in cinemas, at the iconic Federation
Square,and throughonline streaming
at the Australian film festival. The
films that will be screened incinema
is the masterpiece The Apu Trilogy
that consists of Pather Panchali,
Aparajito,and Apur Sansar.And the
films that will be available foronline
viewing are Ghanashatru, Glaire

Bhaire,Charulata,Nayak,Mahapurush,
Mahanagar, Joi Baba Felunath,
Aguntuk and documentary film A
Ray of Light. Additionally, the Music
of Satyajit Ray,another documentary
series on Ray’s journey as a music
directorand composer will be shown
attheFed Square and will be streamed
online.

The IFFM’s festival director Mitu
Bhowmick Lange said, “Satyajit Ray’s
cinema creates a perspective and
engaging portrait of our society by
highlighting the complexities of the
modern world.

His ingenuity, style of work, and
passion for all things creative are
loved by cinephiles across the world.
We at the IFFM salute the auteurand
are honoured to present a line-up
of his films to celebrate his centenary
at the festival.”
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IFFM 2021 pays tribute to the veteran
singer and music maestro S P
Balasubrahanmanyam
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A SALUTE FOR
THE MAESTRO

IFFM 2021 to honour SPB

9 The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM)
is gearing to honour legendary playback

singer S.P. Balasubrahmanyam, who passed |
away last year due to Covid-19 complications.

Some of the most accomplished musicians - \
of Melbourne — Anoop Divakaran, Lakshmy > '
Ramaswamy, Kaushik Ganesh, and Malavika Harish

from the band musikADa — will be performing live to
salute the maestro at the iconic Fed Square on Aug o
15.

Talking about the event, the festival’s director Mitu
Bhowmick Lange says, “S.P. Balasubrahmanyam'’s
magical voice captivated listeners across the world
as he captured every human emotion in his music !
with effortless grace. Our love and respect for him -
are beyond words, and we are honoured to pay trib-
ute to the evergreen singer of Indian cinema

music.”
— Sanskriti Media o
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A SALUTE FOR
THE MAESTRO

IFFM 2021 to honour SPB

W The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM)
is gearing to honour legendary playback
singer S.P. Balasubrahmanyam, who passed
away last year due to Covid-19 complications.
Some of the most accomplished musicians
of Melbourne — Anoop Divakaran, Lakshmy
Ramaswamy, Kaushik Ganesh, and Malavika Harish
from the band musikADa — will be performing live to
salute the maestro at the iconic Fed Square on Aug
15.

Talking about the event, the festival’s director Mitu
Bhowmick Lange says, “S.P. Balasubrahmanyam’s
magical voice captivated listeners across the world
as he captured every human emotion in his music
with effortless grace. Our love and respect for him
are beyond words, and we are honoured to pay trib-
ute to the evergreen singer of Indian cinema
music.”

Sanskriti Media

-

> <
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A SALUTE FOR
THE MAESTRO

IFFM 2021 to honour SPB

W The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM)
is gearing to honour legendary playback

singer S.P. Balasubrahmanyam, who passed

away last year due to Covid-19 complications.

Some of the most accomplished musicians

of Melbourne — Anoop Divakaran, Lakshmy s ’

Ramaswamy, Kaushik Ganesh, and Malavika Harish

from the band musikADa — will be performing live to

salute the maestro at the iconic Fed Square on Aug

15.

Talking about the event, the festival's director Mitu
Bhowmick Lange says, “S.P. Balasubrahmanyam'’s
magical voice captivated listeners across the world
as he captured every human emotion in his music
with effortless grace. Our love and respect for him
are beyond words, and we are honoured to pay trib-
ute to the evergreen singer of Indian cinema
music.”

Sanskriti Media

e -
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Pankaj Tripathi & Ekavali Khana's
extraordinary short film Laali enters
the IFFM 2021
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‘Young talent's pa
me back to my ear

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acling prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, callsit “a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It'sa
great opportunity to showcase
a story before the world
audiences. The director’s

nt's passion t__a_,_k_'
g rly days

narrative isinteresting. |

admired his perseverance and

his vision, too. Doing a short

was fun, especially as this was
first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, but it never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films s the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj
Tripathi
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‘Young talent's pa
me back to my ear

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita. awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acling prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, calls it “a proud
moment”, and tellsus, “It'sa
great opportunity to showcase
astory before the world
audiences. The director’s

\t's passion tak
ety o rly days

narrative isinteresting. I
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, but it never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films is the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj
Tripathi
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‘Young talent’s pa
me back to my ear

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acting prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, callsit “a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It's a
great opportunity to showcase
astory before the world
audiences. The director’s

ent's passion take
: rly days

narrative isinteresting. |
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, butit never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films is the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back tomy
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj
Tripathi
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‘Young talent’s pa
me back to my ear

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita. awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acling prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, calls it "a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It's a
great opportunity to showcase
astory before the world
audiences. The director’s

lent's passion tak
rly days’

narrative isinteresting.
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, but it never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short filmsis the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj
Tripathi
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‘Young talent's ps
me back to my ear

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita. awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acling prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, calls it "a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It's a
great opportunity to showcase
a story before the world
audiences. The director’s

lent's passion tak
rly days’

narrative isinteresting, |
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, but it never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films s the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj
Tripathi
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‘Young ta
me back to my ea

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acling prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, calls it "a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It'sa
great opportunity to showcase
a story before the world
audiences. The director’s

lent’s passion tak
rly days’

narrative isinteresting. |
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, but it never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films is the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

Pankaj

Tripathi
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'Young talent’s passion

me back to my early days

Kavita Awaasthi

kavita.awaasthi@hthive.com

aving displayed his
H acting prowess in feature

films and OTT projects,
Pankaj Tripathi is excited
about his first short film, Laali,
going places. The 2019 project
has entered many film festivals
in the past, such as the New
York Film Festival and the
Dharamshala International
Film Festival. And now, it will
be showcased at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), Australia.

Tripathi, 44, callsit “a proud
moment”, and tells us, “It'sa
great opportunity to showcase
a story before the world
audiences. The director’s

narrative isinteresting. |
admired his perseverance and
his vision, too. Doing a short
was fun, especially as this was
my first.”

Directed by Abhiroop Basu,
the 35-minute film talks about
longing for love and loneliness.

The Mirzapur actor recalls
that he had shot another short,
years ago, butit never released.
What he enjoys the most about
short films is the opportunity
to work with newbies. “Young
talent, fresh out of film school,
they've wonderful enthusiasm.
Bahut achchha lagta hai. Their
passion takes me back to my
younger days. In terms of
samajh and intelligence, I'd say
they definitely have more of it
than we did,” he concludes.

take

Pankaj
Tripathi
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Story - 11

Rasika Dugal gets 2 Melbourne fest
nominations for ‘Mirzapur 2', 'Lootcase’
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DELIGHTED TO BE
NOMINATED: RASIKA

Actor RASIKA DUGAL, who bagged two
*_nominations at the Indian Film Festival of
¥ Melbourne (IFFM) for her work in the film

Lootcase and web series Mirzapur 2,
expressed her delight at being nominated.

“It is an honour to have my work

noticed by a discerning jury and to be nom-
inated alongside some of the most talented
actors of our country — actors who raise
the bar with each project that they do,”
4. shared an ecstatic Rasika.
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AT IFFM

Rasika excited with 2 nominations

Rasika Dugal, who bagged two nominations for her work
in the film Lootcase and web series Mirzapur 2 at the
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM), says she is
very excited and happy for the
nominations and how she wishes to
travel and attend the festival. Rasika
said, “l am thrilled to be honoured -~
with two nominations for Best Actress >

at the Indian Film Festival of

Melbourne — one for a film and
one for a series. It is an honour
to have my work noticed by a
discerning jury” ians
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Rasika gets 2 Melbourne
fest nominations for
Mirzapur 2, Lootcase

Atc)tress Rasika Dugal, who
agged two nominations for
her work in the film 'Lootcase’
and web series "Mirzapur 2’ at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), says
she is very excited and
happy for the nomi-
nations and how
she wishes to
travel and at-

tend the festi-

val.

Rasika said,
"I am thrilled
to be hon-
oured with

two nomina-
tions for Best
Actress at the
Indian Film Fes-
tival of Mel-
bourne - one for a
film and one for a
series. It is an hon-
our to have my work
noticed by a discerning
jury and to be nomi-

nated alongside some of the most tal-
ented actors of our country - actors
who raise the bar with each project
that they do. Also, Melbourne is one of
my favourite cities in the world and |
have heard so much about this
beautiful festival.  would have
loved to attend the festival in
person.....in better times!”
Dugal has been hon-
oured with a nomination
under the category ‘Best
Actress’ for her film "Loot-
case’. Vidya Balan,
Swastika  Mukherjee,
Kani Kusruti, and Rima
Kallingal are the actors
who share the honour
with her. She has
also been nomi-
nated for '‘Best Perform-
ance (Female) - Series’ for
"Mirzapur’ Season 2 along
with Neena Gupta, Pra-
jakta Koli, Samantha
Akkineni, Shahana
Goswami and Shweta Tri-
pathi Sharma.



Date 13th Aug 2021
Publication The Hitavada
Edition Nagpur

ASIKA Dugal, whobagged
two nominations for her
workin Lootcaseand web
series Mirzapur2at Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM),
sayssheisveryexcitedand hap-
py for the nominations and how
she wishes to travel and attend
the festival.
Rasika said, “I am thrilled to
be honoured with two nomi-
nations for Best Actress at the

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne - one for a film and
one for a series. It is an honour
to have my work noticed by a
discerning juryand tobe nom-
inated alongside some of the
most talented actors of our
country - actors who raise the
bar with each project that they
do. Also, Melboume is one of
my favourite cities in the world

DUAL PRIDE

and I have heard so much about
this beautiful festival. I would
have loved to attend the festi-
valin person.....inbetter times!”

Dugal has been honoured
with a nomination under the
category ‘Best Actress’ for her
film Lootcase. Vidya Balan,
Swastika Mukherjee, Kani
Kusruti, and Rima Kallingal are
the actors who share the hon-
our with her. (IANS) R
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ASIKA Dugal, whobagged
two nominations for her
workin Lootcaseand web
series Mirzapur2at Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM),
sayssheisveryexcitedand hap-
py for the nominations and how
she wishes to travel and attend
the festival.
Rasika said, “I am thrilled to
be honoured with two nomi-
nations for Best Actress at the

Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne - one for a film and
one fora series. It is an honour
to have my work noticed by a
discerning juryand to be nom-
inated alongside some of the
most talented actors of our
country - actors who raise the
bar with each project that they
do. Also, Melbourne is one of
my favourite cities in the world

DUAL PRIDE

and I have heard so much about
this beautiful festival. I would
have loved to attend the festi-
valin person.....inbetter times!”

Dugal has been honoured
with a nomination under the
category ‘Best Actress’ for her
film Lootcase. Vidya Balan,
Swastika Mukherjee, Kani
Kusruti, and Rima Kallingal are
the actors who share the hon-
our with her. (IANS) R
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Rasika
Dugal excited
about hertwo |

at IFFM

i nominations 8

Happy times

Actress Rasdcn Dugal, who
tugped two nominations
for her woek in the Blm
Lootoose and web series
Mezapur 2 at the Indian
Film Festival of Meboume
(IFFM), says she 15 very
excited and happy for the
nominations, and how she
wishes to traved and sttend
the festival,

Rasikna said "I am
thrilled 1o be h i

— cme for a fikn and one
fora senes. I i an bonour
to have my work noticed
by adiscerning jury and to
be nominased alongside
same of the most talented
sctors of our country -
actors who raise the bar
with ench prajoct that they
dao. Also, Mebourne is one
of my fivounte ctys and 1
have heard so much about
this beautaful fi l 1

with two nominations for
Best Actress at the Indian
Film Festival afMeboume

wuntkd have loved to stiend
the festival in person... In
better Umes!” — IANS

ations
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Rasika
Dugal excited
about her two
nominations

Actress Raska Dugal who
bagged two nominatsons
for her woek in the fim
Lootense and web sethes
Mizapur 2 &t the Indian
Film Festival of Mebxoume
(IFFM), says she s very
excited and happy for the
nominatians, and how she
wishes to travel and sttend
the festival,

Rastkn wad, "1 am
thalled to be honoured
with two nominations for
Best Actress at the Indian
Film Festival of Meboume

Happy times

— onw for & film and one
fora senies. It is an hanour
to have my work noticed
by adiscerning jury and 1o
be nominated songside
same of the maost tadented
octors of our coumtry -
netors who raise the bar
with each propect that they
da. Alsa, Mebourne is ane
of my favourite cityes and |
have henrd so much about
this beautiful festival 1
woukl have loved tostiend
the festival in person... In
better times”™ — IANS
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Story - 12

Shabana Azmi, Divya Dutta, Swara
Bhasker is excited for their path-
breaking short film Sheer Qorma having
its Australian premiere at IFFM 2021
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Sheer Qorma premiered at
Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2021

ShabanaAzmi, DivyaDutta,Swara
Bhasker excited for their path-
breaking short film having its
Australian premiere Diverse and
extremely relevant themesranging
from climate change to smashing
the patriarchy in our society among
others, the Indian Film Festival Of
Melbourne 2021 features a vast
assortment of films under its
programming list thisyear. Standing
tallamong 100 more films that have
been selected for screening at the
festival are Shabana Azmi, Swara
Bhasker and Divya Dutta starrer
‘Sheer Qorma’.

Directed by Faraz Arif Ansari,
‘SheerQorma’isastory of belonging
and acceptance, identity and family,
and how it comes together under
one roof, as resilient, queer Muslim
women and non-binary characters
of colour, choose to embrace the
love thatexists beyond their personal
beliefs and social moralities. The
short film has already entered film
festivalsin the past suchas Gasparilla
International Film Festival, Florida,
Connecticut LGBT Film Festival-Best
Short Film for Best Short Film,
FRAMELINE (BAFTA Qualifying) for
Best Short Film, and many more. It
was also the opening night film at
the TRANSITIONS International Queer
Minorities Film Festival, Vienna,

About its selection at the IFFM
thisyear, the veteranactress Shabana
Azmisaid, "Love shouldn'tbe judged,
love shouldn't be restrictive, and

© 00 O

A\:/. T 7
(\).A,'//,’_//

love shouldn't be confined. Sheer
Qorma is one such tender story of
the freedom to choose who we love.
We are extremely happy to see our
labour of love transcending across
borders and getting recognition at
a globally celebrated platform like
Indian Film Festival Melbourne. In
these gloomy times, this has come
as a ray of happiness and hope."

DivyaDuttasaid, "Itissuchabig
deal for Sheer Qormato be selected
at Indian Film Festival Melbourne.
I am elated and proud to have our
Australian Premiere at IFFM. Sheer
Qorma deserves all the accolades
and love that it has been rightfully
getting because it deservesonly the
best platformsandlamexcited that
the Australianaudiences will get to
see our powerful story of love and
acceptance on the big screen in
Melbourne. | want to thank Mitu
Bhowmick Lange and IFFM for
choosing this beautiful film and
giving us such a huge platform to
share our film."

Swara Bhasker said she is “super
excited"thatSheer Qorma'sAustralian
Premiere will be at the prestigious
Indian Film Festival Melbourne. “This
is such an honour for I feel Sheer
Qorma is a film that needs to be
showcased well and celebrated across
the globe for it champions a story
of love and acceptance that should
reach out to most audiences across
the world for it is such a universal
tale of our times. Given everything
going on in our world, this film
becomes all the more important
and relevant for it reminds us of the
power of love and acceptance.lam
truly honoured to be a part of IFFM
with Sheer Qorma. Melbourne, here
we come with alotoflove!” she said.

Director Faraz Arif Ansari
concluded,"lamecstaticabout Sheer
Qorma’sAustralian Premiere atIndian
Film Festival Melbourne. Mitu
Bhowmick Lange, the festival director
of IFFM, has created such a powerful
platform to champion cinema that
it is truly an honor to be a part of
IFFM’s legacy with Sheer Qorma. |
am also thrilled that Masterchef
Australia’s Finalist Kishwar
Chowdhury will be presenting the
film in Melbourne. Very grateful to
Mitu and IFFM for giving us this
opportunity to present the filmon
the big screen and share it with
wonderful audiences in Melbourne.
lam most certain that Sheer Qorma
is going to win many hearts in
Melbourne!"
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‘Love shouldn’t be judged’

habana Azmi is over
he moon as her

short-film Sheer Qorma
has been selected for a
screening at the Indian
Film Festival of Mel-
bourne 2021 (IFFM).

Talking about the
i movie, the veteran
actor says love
shouldn’t be judged, re-
strictive and confined.
Shabana said: “Love
shouldn’t be judged,
love shouldn't be re-
strictive, love shouldn’t
be confined. Sheer
Qormais one such ten-
der story of the freedom to choose who we love. We are ex-
tremely happy to see our labour of love transcending across bor-
ders and getting recognition at a globally celebrated platform like
Indian Film Festival of Melboume. In these gloomy times, this has
come as aray of happiness and hope. The film also stars Divya
Dutta and Swara Bhasker.
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HABANA Azmi is over the moon as
hershort film Sheer Qorma has been
solected forascreeningat the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne 2021 (IFFM).
Talkingabout it, actress says love should -
n't be judged, restrictive and confined.
Shabanasaid, “Love shouldn't be judged,
love shouldn't be restrictive, love should-
n't be confined. Sheer Qorma is one such
tender story of the freedom to choose who
we Jove. We are extremely happy 1o see our
labouroflove transcending across borders
and getting recognition at a globally cele
brated platform lke Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne. In these gloomy times, this
has come as a ray of happiness and hope,”
added the actress.
Directed by Faraz Arif Ansari, Sheer

Qorma is a story of belonging and accept-
ance, identity and family, and how it comes
together under one rool, as resilient, queer
Muslim women and non-binary characters
of colour, choose to embrace love that exists

'LOVE'LY

DEFINITION

beyond their personal beliefs and socal
moralities. The film also stars Divya Dutta
and Swara Bhasker.

Divyacallsita“bigdeal” for Sheer Qorma
1o be selected at the Indian Film Festival of
Metbourne. “Sheer Qorma deserves all the
accolades and love that it has been right-
fully getting because it deserves only the
best platforms and | am excited that the
Austradian audiences will get 10 see our
powerful story of love and acceptance on
the big screen in Melbourne,” Divya said

Swara shared that she s “super excited”
that Sheer Qorma will have an Australian
premiere. “This is such an honour for | feel
Sheer Qorma s a film that needs to be plat-
formed welland celebrated across the globe
forit champions a story of love and accept -
ance that should reach out to most audi-
ences across the world for it Is such a uni-
versal tale of our times,” Swara said |
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hershort film Sheer Qorma hasbeen
selected fora screeningat the Indian
Fllm Festival of Melbourne 2021 (IFFM).
Talking aboutit, actress says love should-
o't be judged, restrictive and confined.
Shabana said, “Love shouldn't be judged,
love shouldn't be restrictive, love should-
n't be confined. Sheer Qorma is one such
tender story of the freedom to choose who
we Jove. We are extremely happy 1o see our
labour oflove transcending across borders
and getting recognition at a globally cele
brated platform like Indian Film Festival
of Melbourne. In these gloomy times, this
has come as a ray of happiness and hope,”
added the actress.
Directed by Famaz Arif Ansari, Shoer

’ ' SDL\H:\N,\ Azmi is over the moon as

Qorma is a story of belonging and acoept-
ance, identity and family, and how it comes
together under one roof, as resilient, queer
Muslim women and non-binary characters
of colour, choose toembmce love that exists
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beyond their personal beliefs and social
moralities. The film also stars Divya Dutta
and Swara Bhasker.

Divyacallsit a“bigdeal” for Sheer Qorma
1o be selected at the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne. “Sheer Qorma deserves all the
accolades and Jove that it has been right-
fully getting because it deserves only the
best platforms and | am excited that the
Australian audiences will get to see our
powerful story of love and acceptance on
the big screen in Melbourne,” Divya said

Swara shared that she &s “super excited”
that Sheer Qorma will have an Australian
premiere. “This is such an honour for | feel
Sheer Qorma is a film that needs to be plat-
formed welland celebrated across the globe
foritchampions a story of love and accept -
ance that should reach out to most audi-
ences across the world for it is such a uni-
versal tale of our times,” Swara said n
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Story - 13

IFFM 2021 Celebrates the Powerful
Voice of Marathi Cinema
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Story - 14

Bengali Cinema to Charm IFFM through

poignant narratives including Sudipto
Roy’s Tasher Ghawr
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Story - 15

Vidya Balan, Suriya, Manoj Bajpayee,
Samantha Akkineni, bag top acting
honors at the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2021 and Soorarai Pottru,
Mirzapur wins Best Film and Series
respectively
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Accolades galore for
Manoj and Samantha

Bajpayee, Akkineni bag Best Actor awards at IFFM;
superstars Vidya Balan, Surya take top honours too

aj Nidimoru and Krishna DK's The Famnily Man made
;/ ‘ it big at the latest edition of the Indian Film Festival
e I ' of Melbourne (IFFM) as stars Manoj Bajpayee and
e’ v fa } Samantha AKKkineni bagged Best Actor awards for their
commendable performances in the second season of the
popular web show. On Friday, organisers of IFFM conducted
a virtual ceremony, where several winners were announced
Manoj won Best Actor (Male) in Series while Ssmantha was
honoured with Best Actor (Female) in Series award.
Samantha took to Instagram and wrote, “l am so so
grateful.. Thankyouuu @rajanddk for being able to see
beyond the ‘cute girl’ image that many couldn’t look past .. as
an actor | dreamed of being given such an opportunity.. the
chance to play a layered and intense role , #Raji forced me to
dig deep .. and | am beyond happy today to recelve a certificate of
approval tor the performance.” Mano| Is also extremely happy on
receiving the honour at IFFM. “Thank you to the jury members,
fhank you to the whole team of The Family Man for playing an
instrumental role in making this show happen,” he said
Actors Vidya Balan and Surya have also won Best Actor in
Feature awards for thelr films Sherni and Soorarai Pottru

respectively. Agencie
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Vidya Balan, Suriya, Manoj Bajpayee, Samantha Akkineni bag top acting honours at IFFM

Soorarai Pottru, Cenect Momja. Ouit, Austtalian
filmemaker Geoffrey Wright Osc.
Mirzapus win BestFim et cdac edace 8 Micock werewas
3 the
and Series respectively g Parka Tripachiith
the Prestigiom Deversity in Cloems
MUMBAL AUG 20 The indasn ) Award 4 by Lalrobe Uy [y

Festival of Melourne (IFFM) has
anscunced i grand winners for s
lmmnmnvamnnm
Thayear
Iquﬁumndmmm
acrom the dremaofindla Represernting
e thewe of Drversiry theowagh Cnernag,
IFFM had ap overwhelming respome
feoam o8 e ghode

digne The sl
Linda Devias AC, Coversar of Victora
Mi Andrew Howard AM QC. The
Honourabie Minester Danoy Franoa,
Minister for Creative Industiies,
Regulmory Reform, Coversenent
Services and Aastant Troaserer, The

ﬁru. M.-mmivn-

mmmmmwm
members Inchading Richa Chadtua,

Addeivaally. Soorarsl Pottry walked
away with the lhest Feature Folm and
Suriya wen the fest Actor swasd from
the same film. Vidya Balan wen the

At ag Baso pecks wp the Best Daector
tregdy for the feature film Loada
Soraking sbount the winnery, the
Sertivals Geector Miw Bhonrmct Langs
il “We conprasulate 2l the wansen
and therr sesm for muking great fdms.
that were loved by the sadiences acrms.
the glode 1t i about time that we have
conveTiations in cinemsa aod about
Cinema that are oot maknitresm and
Daased 1t 8 tme b0 present the Siverse

outing afses (e second wave in Indi,
vnm[ulﬂldmdvumlmhuhr

wan at this Sestival froolk 1 Beat Actar
dwand for Gl Caseryan and 'm pratetd
10 the festival*

Onwinning Best Actress nJ senes
for The Farmuly Man 2. Samanths
Ak aid “First time L |
Yo be here sach

toymie I'm gratefisl to a8l my disectony,
writers for having me part of their
poagcts

On wi the Best Actor in 4
feature fir for Sorraras Pattru, Sarys
sad TV sare 3ll the nomsisors have

Calent V' gracefulaod &Y yuch 4 dnage
Tsoour. Thasks 10 Raj and DK 10 see
past the cute gird image | have and o
pve me thas roke which is 5o dfferent
Traes what 1 huve done 4o far, To pive
me this character that has so many
Layers and such diverse parts bo 2 R's
my big dove into OTT Jnd what an
amazing vhaw 1o do # weh *

better
[T m;waudlahtdb-
ach moce i in o lives, snd yey
Devng fearkess 1o telling sores”

Om winming Sest Actor in & series
for The Famuly Man 2. Mana) Rapayee
s “Thank you to 2l the jory membery
for hosouring me. | mwst mention -
cinemu of sevies - ase both highly
collabor stvve W'y bugg My embur rasssng
for e o Wb away the sward ooy vell

2. Mimmaker Cusimeet Siagh said
“Overwhelming 10 be being sreuad
here with sach amanng talent. ity all
thanks %o the writers, OTT is thewr
medum and [Ny gave un sech amazing
consent te work with, s ail 1he credit
10 them”

inCinenma Award. Pankay Tripathi ssd,
“This award is special for me, I'm

Documentary
Awand Soma Mabupancs said, "Ata time
when the warkd i findiag 1) new feet
0 thes new oormal BFFM was our fiest

Nj everyone
Asnazon, Rag, avd DI bt 1 1o writers
oo the s e that make & bt of Gferemce
10 P teamm of writers, 5o thank you
00 them for grving me the space 0
Decome this character, The last time |

bled - 'y really swipsring for me,
oy craft. The muan who s heve tn give
me this award 1ie i the ane who
discovered uy talent. So thanks o
Anurag Kastvyap it He s the coe who
redncovered my tabeot, So'm grasefd

Seot. Ths hlm i wery spocisl
n.mum—ummn
Chs Fln. This b cme of the Tirst Silmy
that came to medwring the
Thanks ta all the fans who have given
21 30 moch lowe, In my caseer, | el
barest wih what  wan doag afer havig
worked fur 20 years Se thanks to my
durecter Sudha - this filim wans her 10
yeans dream - vhe werked 4 years on
writing or his film. The characser of

On winaing the Best Actress i 2
feature flm Sor Shermu, Vidys Balan
N'I"nw-bu«nmm

amuassng bo stand by me Sock amuring
people, my Crew. imy Jctors. Sech 2
Crary bunchof people. Thisaward thows
s that decpite all the sxuatun we are
in, shows that coema will to
be celebrated ™

MERE'S A COMPLETE LIST OF
WINNERS

Best Feature Fimm - Soscarm Pottre
Best Pecformance Male (Feanere)
< Suriya Sivakumar (Soararal Portn)
Best Pesformance Fenule (Featuee)
« Widya Balan (Shernl) & Monsurable
mest o0 Nimaba Sawyan The Great
Indan Kechen)
Best Ditecton - Asurag Basu (Lude)
L » Prithw

¥

(Pinki A7)

Beat Series - Miczaper Seasan 2

Best Actress i Seves - Samuatha
Aklaneni [ The Family Man 2|
Best ACtor in 2 Sevws -

wotdurng

the pandemic. Thanks 1o my director

imdbe this film during these uncerLan
O warneng the Bevt Divector Award

winning the best directer. Thankiul
o Netflixand T-Series. My actors were

(The family Man 2)

Equality m Cloema (Shert Fllm) -
Sheer Qorma

Lguality is Cinema Award (Feature
Fim) - The Geeat Indion Kitchen
Diversity in Cinema Award - Panksy
Tripathi

Award - Sanal Kemas

Sasdbaran
Best Documentary Fim - Shwt Up Sena

atiomns
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MANO] WINS
Best Actor award at [FFM

MUMBAI: Manoj Bajpayee re-  been loved by evervoneand it isalso
ceived the Best Actor award for  one of the top shows in the world

his role in The Family Man
2 web series at the Indian
Film Festival
Melbourne (IFFM) 2021
Friday. Hearing the news,
he said it was a ‘proud mo-
ment' for the entire team
and went on to explain why
he chose to make his
web debut with the

show back in2019.
Manoj said in
aconversation:
“Itisabigwin
not for me but
for the team
of The
Family Man,
because be it
film or a web
series, it is team-

work that matters.
Yes, my character,

now. So, Lam happy that the web
series worked, it has got loved
globally! That is fantastic,
“In 2018, when Raj and DK
approached me with the nar-
ration of my character, I saw
so much potential for me to
add to it as an actor:
I thought, ves, Ican
take the charac-
ter from paper to
screen, andtoa
level higher”
The Family
Man 2, stream-
ing on
Amazon
Prime Video,
bagged two
awards at the
film festival - the
second going to
Samantha

of

Srikant Tiwari, has | & Akkineni. IANS
‘ L
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Suriya’s Soorarai Pottru
wins Best Film Award
at Melbourne Fest

Melbourne: Tamil actor Suriya’s 2020 film
Soorarai Pottru has won the Best Film Award
at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne. The
actor also won the Best Performance Male
award for his performance in the film.

The movie is loosely based on the biogra-
phy of Capt. Gopinath, founder of Air Deccan.

The announcement was made through
the official Twitter handle of the festival.
They wrote: “Best Performance Male (feature)
congratulations to Suriya Sivakumar for
Soorarai Pottru.”

In another tweet they announced: “Best
Film. Congratulations to Seorarai Pottru.”

The film is produced by Suriyva’s home
banner 2D Entertainment and directed by
Sudha Kongara. It was recently announced
that the film will be remade in Hindi with
Sudha once again taking up the director’s role.

Australian minister Danny Pearson
congratulated Suriya for the win, to which
Suriva replied: “Truly an honour Sir!” ws
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Samantha, Suriya honoured at IFFM

he Family Man 2 actors

Manoj Bajpayee and

Samantha Akkineni

were among the win-

ners of the %atest edi-

tion of the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne Awards.
The IFFM 2021 were held virtual-
ly on Friday with several stars
from various film industries in
attendance. Tamil actor Suriya
won the Best Performance Male
for Soorarai Pottru, and Vidya
Balan grabbed Best Performance
Female for Sherni.

Samantha made her digital
debut with Raj and DK's The
Family Man 2. The Telugu star
who played the nemesis against
Manoj Bajpayee in the Amazon
Prime Video show said it was her
first time at the festival and she
was elated to get awarded for Best
Actress in a Series. “To be here
amongst such immense talent...
I'm grateful and it’s such a huge
honour. Thanks to Raj and DK to
see past the cute girl image 1 have
and to give me this role which is
so different from what 1 have
done so far. To give me this char-
acter that has so many layers and
such diverse parts to it, It's my big
dive into OTT and what an amaz-
ing show to do it with,” Samantha
said after her win.

This is Manoj Bajpayee’s second
award at the film festival. He has
previously won the Best Actor
award for Gali Guleiyan in 2018.

Baypayee reiterated his gratitude
for the platform.

Winning the Best Actor in a
Series for The Family Man 2
today, Bajpayee added, “Cinema
or series — are both highly col-
laborative. It’s highly embarrass-
ing for me to take away the award

_
to myself without mentioning
everyone involved — Amazon,
Raj, and DK. But it’s the writers
for the series that make a lot of
difference. It's that team of writ-
ers, so thank you to them for giv-
ing me the space to become this
character”
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Bajpayee,
Samantha
bag awards

aj Nidimoru and Kr-
Rishna DK’s The Fam-

ily Man made it big
at the latest edition of the
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM) as the
stars Manoj Bajpayee and
Samantha Akkineni
bagged the Best Actors
award for their commend-
able performances in the
second season of the pop-
ular web show.

On Friday, the organis-
ers of IFFM conducted a
virtual ceremony, wherein
several winners were an-
nounced. Manoj won the
award for Best Actor
(Male) in Series while
Samantha was honoured
with Best Actor (Female)
in Series award.

Expressing happiness
about the same, Samantha
took to Instagram and
wrote, “I am so so grate-
ful.. Thankyouuu @ra-
janddk for being able to
see beyond ‘cute girl’, aw
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Here come
the winners

Suriya, Vidya Balan, Manoj Bajpayee
win top honours at IFFM 2021 Awards

Acclakmed sctoes Vidya Bal-
an and Manod Bajpayee as
well as South star Suriys
bagped op awards ot the
Inxlian Film Festival of Mel-
boume 2021 (IFFM). Suriya,
wan the best actor prize for
s performance in the Tamil-
lan guage blographical drama
Soorarai Pottre, Balan was
wwarded best actress  for
Shernl, Manc) Bajpayee and
Samantha Akknenl won the
besit actor and best sctress
inward ina series fior The Rum-
Wy Man 2, Ace filmmaker The
best sertes award was gven 1o
Mirsapur Sesson 2 — PT1
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Edition Bangalore
Hindustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
thev judge

ey Shety I Ll i MO0, s Ti ot be oottt
nlifema. not ~

o 70y Bas no iden when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
cor Shilpa Shetty shoot. 1 had sent ber 2 message forward to noménations.
Kundem has been s 1€ yOou comi awards, 1t dsdn't matter wisen |

on the kids' danoe ty  bock’. but I got no reply, L don't :a:r-uummt
shaw, Super Dancer, for what's happening. Let's they

four seasans now. But, (whe returms) soon,” he adds. started o matter. Now, whatever

mmmmn ., with or awards are digitally,

Kundra, gos arrested oo July 20 for  Shetty, work continues for Hasa tel! them to share the trophkes with

his allesgod fervobvement in creating — He recently got nonsinated inthe . | ke themm, & gives you a litle
and poen fllms she bas  best direcior category at the Indinn - more condidence and drives you
boen away from the show. And, Fiim Festival of Melhourne for overy tne.” he concliades.

Do b e oty : : ;
W méss Shilpa €00 set. After Raj Kundra's arrest, Shilpa

There s a bonding betwoen all of .

wiineere i Makes firstonlineappearance

Kene choreograpbors.

We are a small - When one Steipa Shetty Kundra 1ook part in a Covid-19 fundraiser, We For india, on

person isn't around, Sundiry. making her first socal medi appeacance after her husband Ry

st Tota hal” he refls us. Kundra's aret. last month She demonstrated besathing eercises and
In Shetty's absence, a number spoke about Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apoy

of actoes have jotned Basu and Breathing ko sahi karne ke Sye, 2a) ke time mew pranayam pehie se b

Kapoor, ve Tyada z0or ho gaya et



Date 17" Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
Edition Chandigarh

thareographer Kapoor, v
the Judgges panel. But. the 51-year-

Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

(lllk‘l('\\
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show

thev judge

Shetry in Life tn &.. Metro (2007), relonse. T not be neodest a1 all,
Bas no iden when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
shoot. 1 had sent ber 2 message forward to noménations
"When are you cooi awards. It dsdn 't matter wisen |
Back’. but | got no reply, | don't Adn't gt any, but the moment |
what's Let’s they
(whe returms) soon,” he adds. startod 1o matter. Now. whatover
. with or withost awards are digitally, 1
Shetty, work continues for Hasa, tel! them to share the trophies with
He recemtly got nominated inthe e, | ke therm, i gives you  little
best director at the Indinn  more. and you
Film Festival of Melhourne for overy tme.” he concludes.

After Raj Kundra's arrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Strlpa Shetty Kundra took part in a Covid-19 fundraises. We For india, on
Sunciry. making her first socal meda appeacance after her husband Ry
Nundra's arest, last month She demonstrated besathing eesrcises and
spoke AbOUL Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apni
Breathing ko sahi karne ke Sye, 23) ke time mewn pranayam pehie se b
Tyada Twoori ho gaya hat”

H ardly

nymous}




Date 17" Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
Edition Lucknow

Hindustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
thev judge

Shetry in Life i & Metro (2007), retonse. T not be neodest a1 all,.
s 0o Men when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
shoot. “1 had sent ber 2 message forward to nominations.
SR Eeraeel
. but | got no 3 t any, motment
what's happening. Let's nnr they
(whe returms) soon,” he adds. startod (o matter. Now., whatover
. with or withost awards are digitally. 1
Shetty, work continues Sor Hasa, tell them to share the trophies with
He recemtly got nominated in the e, | Nke them, it gives you a little
best director category a the Indinn - more condidence and drives you
Fulm Festival of Melhourne for every tme.” he concliades.

After RajKundra's arrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Steipa Shetty Kundra took part in a Covid-19 fundraies. We For ndia, on
Sundry. making her first social meda appeacance after her husband Ray
Kundra's armt. last month She demonstrated besathing eosrcises and
spoke Atout overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apn
Breathing ko sahi karne ke Sye, 23) ke 1ime mesn pranayam pehie se by
Tyada rwooei ho gaya hat”

H ardly

nymous}
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filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

e Sty in Ll i Mo 07, s Ti ot be oot
nlfemea. not "
i iyt has no den when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
ctor Shilpa Shetty shoot. "1 had sent her 3 message forward to noménations
Kundra has been & nu«l::‘ awards. It dsdn 't matier when |
on the kids' dance reality  back’. but I got no reply. | Adn't got any, bt the moment |
shaw, Super Dancer, for what's happening. Let's uJ awnrds, they
four seasons now. But, (whe returms ) soon,” he adds. startod (o matter. Now, whatever
«ammmn . with or are digitally,
Kundra, gos arrested on July 20 foe  Shetty, work continues for Hasa tell them to share the trophikes with

his alleged lvolvement in croating mmgwun’: e, | Nke therm, i gives you a little
and porn films, she has  best direcior citegory at the Indian - more condidence and drives you
boen away from the show. And, Fiim Festival of Melhourne for overy tme.” he concludes.

L"iﬁ&%’%ﬁ After RajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa

There s a bonding betwoen all of .

i i e i e makes first onlineappearance

Kone choreographors.

We are a small - When one Shelpa Shetty Kundra 100k part in a Covid-19 fundratier. We For indla, on

person isn't around, Sunciry. making ber first social media appeacance after her hushand Ry

rovushicl hota hat.” he refls us. Kundra's aret, last month She demonstrated besathing exercises and
In Shetty's absence, a number spoke about Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke iye apod

of actoes have jotned Basu and Breathing ko sahi karne ke e, 2a) ke time men pranayam pehie e by

Ll Tyada rwoori ho gaya hal”
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Date 17" Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
Edition New Delhi

Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

Juhi Chakraborty mmﬁmwm Ludo v-l:hhd-ml
ey @i Shetry in Life i &.. Metro (2007), relonse. T not be meodest st
- 2y Bas no iden when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
ctor Shilpa Shetty shoot. 1 had sent ber 2 message forward to noménations.

Kundrn has been s nsking, A1¢ you comi awards. It dsdn't matter wisen |
on the kids dance reality  back’. but I got no reply. | don't Adn't got any, bt the moment |
shaw, Super Dancer, for happening. —'J they
four seasons now. But, (whe returms ) soon,” he adds. startod (o nsatter. Now, whatever
cver since her fusband, . with or awards are digitally,
Kundra, gos arrested on July 20 for  Shetty, work continues for Hasa tell them to share the trophikes with

s allesgod fervodvemont in creating e recetly gotnonsinated inthe . | Kk thetn, i gives you o Utk
and publishing poen films, she has  best direcior category at the Indian - more confidence and drives you
:m-ymmm.m Film Festival of Methourne for overy tme.” he concludes.

Temesamaninws AfterRajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa

There ks a bonding betwoen all of H

e i e e e makes firstonlineappearance

Kone choreugrapbors.

W are a small - When one Shaipa Shetty Kundra took part in a Covid-19 fundraises. We For india, on

person tsn't around, Sundry. making her first social media appeacance after her husband Ray

rovushicl ot hal.” he refls us. Kundra's aret last month She demonstrated besathing eercises and
Shetty's absence, a number spoke abOut Overoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apol

of actoes have jotned Basu and Breathing ko sahi karne ke Sye, 2a) ke time mewn pranayam pehie se b

Kapoor, ve Tyada Twoori ho gaya et
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Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

bock’. but | MIQ:R Adn't . hlhtnu-m'l

. 00

(whe returms ) soon,” he adds. started o natter. Now, whatover
. with or awards are

Shetty, work continues for Hasa, tell them to share the with

mn&uyuwua e, | N therm, i gives you a litthe
best director citegory at the Indian - more condidence and drives you
overy tmne.” he conclades.

After RajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Sheipa Shetty Kundra 1ook part in a Covid-19 fundraies. We For ndia, on
Sundiry. making her first social media appeacance after her hushand Ry
Kundra's arest, last month She demonstrated besathing exercises and
1poke atout Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke iye apn
breathing ko sahi karne ke fye, 23) ke time mewn peanayam pehie se by
Tyada rvoori ho gaya al”
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Date 17" Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
Edition Patna
Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

Juhi Chakraborty mmﬁmwm Ludo v-l:hhd-ml
ey @i Shetry in Life i &.. Metro (2007), relonse. T not be meodest st
- 2y Bas no iden when she'd resume awards really matter to me. | look
ctor Shilpa Shetty shoot. 1 had sent ber 2 message forward to noménations.

Kundrn has been s nsking, A1¢ you comi awards. It dsdn't matter wisen |
on the kids dance reality  back’. but I got no reply. | don't Adn't got any, bt the moment |
shaw, Super Dancer, for happening. —'J they
four seasons now. But, (whe returms ) soon,” he adds. startod (o nsatter. Now, whatever
cver since her fusband, . with or awards are digitally,
Kundra, gos arrested on July 20 for  Shetty, work continues for Hasa tell them to share the trophikes with

s allesgod fervodvemont in creating e recetly gotnonsinated inthe . | Kk thetn, i gives you o Utk
and publishing poen films, she has  best direcior category at the Indian - more confidence and drives you
:m-ymmm.m Film Festival of Methourne for overy tme.” he concludes.

Temesamaninws AfterRajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa

There ks a bonding betwoen all of H

e i e e e makes firstonlineappearance

Kone choreugrapbors.

W are a small - When one Shaipa Shetty Kundra took part in a Covid-19 fundraises. We For india, on

person tsn't around, Sundry. making her first social media appeacance after her husband Ray

rovushicl ot hal.” he refls us. Kundra's aret last month She demonstrated besathing eercises and
Shetty's absence, a number spoke abOut Overoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apol

of actoes have jotned Basu and Breathing ko sahi karne ke Sye, 2a) ke time mewn pranayam pehie se b

Kapoor, ve Tyada Twoori ho gaya et



Date 17" Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
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Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

bock’. but I mpuhh:t Adn't . hlbnuui‘l

. 00

(she returms ) soon,” he adds. startod (o matter. Now, whatever
or awards are digitally.

Shetty, work continues for Hasa, tell them to share the trophikes with

He recemtly got nominated in the e, | ke them, i gives you a litthe
best director ctegory at the Indian - more confidence and drives you
Fiim Festival of Melhourne for overy tme.” he concludes.

After RajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Shelpa Shetty Kundra 1ook part in a Covid-19 fundraies. We For india, on
Sundiry. making her first social media appeacance after her husband Ry
Kundra's aorest, last month She demonstrated besathing exercises and
1poke atOut Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke iye apn
breathing ko sahi karne ke fye, 23) ke time mewn pranayam pehie se by
Tyada rwoori ho gaya hal”

H ardly

nymous}

ations
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Hindhustan Times

filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

bock’. but | MIQ:R Adn't . hlhtnu-m'l

. 00

(whe returms ) soon,” he adds. started o natter. Now, whatover
. with or awards are

Shetty, work continues for Hasa, tell them to share the with

mn&uyuwua e, | N therm, i gives you a litthe
best director citegory at the Indian - more condidence and drives you
overy tmne.” he conclades.

After RajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Sheipa Shetty Kundra 1ook part in a Covid-19 fundraies. We For ndia, on
Sundiry. making her first social media appeacance after her hushand Ry
Kundra's arest, last month She demonstrated besathing exercises and
1poke atout Overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke iye apn
breathing ko sahi karne ke fye, 23) ke time mewn peanayam pehie se by
Tyada rvoori ho gaya al”



H ardly

{anonymous}

nonoi atiomns

Date 17" Aug 2021
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Edition Ranchi

Hindustan Times

N

&/
’,

'L
¢
'Y

x

\ 3 !
..‘,

I'he
filmmaker
savs heis

clueless
about when
the actor will
return to the
reality show
they judge

Ludo wisich had an OTT
relonse. T not be meodest a1 all,

and
awards, It dsdn 't matter wisen |

Adn't got any, bat the moment |
hope -mr;u;mnq

startid 1o matter. Now, whatever

awards are bappening digitally. |
tell them to share the trophies with

e, | Nke therm, & gives you a little
more condidence and drives you
overy tme.” he conclades,

After RajKundra'sarrest, Shilpa
makes first onlineappearance

Stelpa Shetty Kundra took part in a Covid-19 fundraies. We For india, on
Sundary. making her first socal media appeacance after her husband Ry
Kundra's armt, last month She demonstrated besathing eosrcises and
spoke atout overcoming negative thoughts *_Positive sehne ke fiye apni
Breathing ko sahi karne ke fye, 23) ke time mesn pranayam pehie se by

Tyada rwooei ho gaya hat”
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Date 18th Aug 2021
Publication Lokmat Times
Edition Aurangabad

Anurag Basu:
There is romance in
visualising a story for
big screen

e it a complicat-

ed inter-twined

story of urban
life in a film like 'Life
ina... Metro', taking us
through nooks and
corners of Singapore
in 'Gangster’ or even
taking the audience
through the beautiful
hill-station of
Darjeeling in one of
his most successful

films 'Barfi!, Anurag
Basu is one of those
filmmakers who
always tries to treat
his story like a paint-
ing unfolding on big-
screen.

As the conversation
around screen size
and cinema changed
in the post-pandemic
era, the filmmaker
says even though the

of learning
and unlearning con-

tinues in his mind to
stay relevant with
time, he finds it
romantic to visualise
a story to be watched
on the 70mm screen..

“It was the first time
the film Ludo'
screened on a big
screen. Now in com-
ing days, it will be
shown again virtually
but I was so so exciting
just realising my film
is selected and will be
shown on the big-
screen. I made Ludo’
keeping a theatrical
release. But that did
not happen due to the
pandemic.

"Having said that I
think one should not
compromise on any
creative aspect in sto-
rvtelling. One should
not think that you can
take few things lightly
because it is for small-
screen. The best thing
that happened due to
the pandemic is, the
mass audience
became cinema liter-
ate that earlier was
limited to a section. So
till a few years back,
before turning a story
into the film all I had
to think of was a
‘hero’, packing a few
‘masala’ elements to
cater to all the audi-
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Date 18th Aug 2021
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Anurag Basu:
There is romance in
visualising a story for
big screen

e it a complicat-

ed inter-twined

story of urban
life in a film like Life
ina... Metro', taking us
through nooks and
corners of Singapore
in 'Gangster’ or even
taking the audience
through the beautiful
hill-station of
Darjeeling in one of
his most successful

films 'Barfi!, Anurag
Basu is one of those
filmmakers who
always tries to treat
his story like a paint-
ing unfolding on big-
screen.

As the conversation
around screen size
and cinema changed
in the post-pandemic
era, the filmmaker
says even though the
process of learning
and unlearning con-

tinues in his mind to
stay relevant with
time, he finds it
romantic to visualise
a story to be watched
on the 70mm screen..

“It was the first time
the film Ludo’
screened on a big
screen. Now in com-
ing days, it will be
shown again virtually
but I was so so exciting
just realising my film
is selected and will be
shown on the big-
screen. I made Ludo’
keeping a theatrical
release. But that did
not happen due to the
pandemic.

"Having said that I
think one should not
compromise on any
creative aspect in sto-
rvtelling. One should
not think that you can
take few things lightly
because it is for small-
screen. The best thing
that happened due to
the pandemic is, the
mass audience
became cinema liter-
ate that earlier was
limited to a section. So
till a few years back,
before turning a story
into the film all I had
to think of was a
‘hero’, packing a few
‘masala’ elements to
cater to all the audi-
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Publication New India Expresss Indulge
Edition Bangalore

celeb/interview

NURAG BASU'S FILMS
OVONe Strong «motlaons

They will make you sad

restatic, or leave you
ntrigued. His latest movie Ludo, o
Net se, Hlustrates th
ab our different stories are
miertwined in the narrative, and
when the movie concdudes you dis
cover how all the characters are
cotinecied to each other. The s
nher won the Best Director Award
the movie at the recently

iimmaker AnuragBasuon i nain o fedeal o
anaward for LUdO' and Why It ‘-'Im- t come as & SUrprise

Decause the men be was sucoesafl

pr ersnotto remat genres But mn:x'.:h-l 22 1t was made for o P

nnd cousins, all
would discuss
thelr problemas with
me and hence [always
s storles and things
from the formale perspec
tive It was thx '.u'-'uh-l‘.
was doing theatre, | would
see characters from the
female ll-ll Tof view,” he s
Me & & slmilar resson
when un\n-d ahout his style of
Wi Sana \‘.. kh ond Nimmaking From tales abom
may Row in the movie the underworld, anthologies and
OTT platform, the romuantic storses, to thrillers and
% Lado's win bs dof) Barrvls, they arv incident-based comedies. Anurag has dane it al
youfoome, “1 just want The same kind of movies cannotbhe  "Maybe. [ nm st looking for my
s o fun movie with crazy made for the Indian nudieses who V0K Another reason Tdon Y Fepent
peo We didn't think If would  want stocles with a beginning mysell is that | get excited about o
rnou l.'l\"t"ll . | l'»l"lll'll.‘ lll‘l‘l;l ll |1‘.l Sowihina i - g new sulgect nd wnre “"."h overy
es. Before he started seripting the movie, | had to make four smaller DEW NI [ always want 1o do
movie and while be was still toying  filios explaine nornething ew,”
with the uea, Anurag ssys he was The filmmaker's 2007 movie Life On the work front, the N lmmiker
wondering If he would be able to I @ Metro falls under the sano fnished scripting two films
pull it of “1 pave myself 20daysso  gerre, and he agrees. “Thers was a ch nts LosIArt Ring ac
experiment with this genre 1 domino efict of eesotions in L4 Iy theearlist, e be [ in themitd
thought It would be (mpossibleto o Metro. Likewlse in Ludo, there  Of scripting a third. “The uncer
workon the servonplay consddering  wis adominoefTect of moldents. of tainty of the pandemic h
how challenging the narrative was ions u‘d reactions i Ingacted all schedules. Sol have
But thon everything worked out not Judging the 10%art shooting both my ime
organically I can’t explain how it r what they have hoge to start soon. | may
started and endoed, bt this |s the nea rh"i‘”f s "l" sof can't
Quichest seript Thave ever written™ Say much about 5t {an
Mre | EESAEIET gohin every man.. e the mocmen™
For someone whastarsed hiscarer  Slensofl
cmn«ﬁm m Ms as 8 televishon director, Anurmg has - Ayesha Tabassum
Anurag i Rnown forexperiment ing COte 3 Jong winy: His Mirst show was whotnbesstim
withdilferen t gerresof clness, nel the popular television serles Torn recre i lamexpress
Lo ishis experiment m the hyper: thatwason-asirduring the ‘s, "Afer oon Dagshanx
Ink gecore. Buot the Ninemakor says  that, | made thomands of ephodes
he approached the subdect keeping  on telovision, | have literally lost
In mind the sensibllles of the oount of It" he says Aslgnificant
andience, “ Many movies element thats been constant in his
e beens nusdle La th et staries s lineu strong femake
link genre. But y« o't protagomists ardd Anuragelucidates
compare Lo with nny the reason beluind this “1 can't pin
of them. Por axsmiple point why it's likethis. Both my par
If you watch Puip ents were theal tistes My
Fiction or Lock mMOoLher was o ve
Siock and Teo waman l;.n_:»:‘.!lls
Smoking could have

nnd had to be

filmmaloer
mitedya he
o 1
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nurag Basu, disector, screen

writer, actor and producer

began his career in direction
|

evision serial Tare in
owed by a Line of popu
s like Saturday Suspense.
Koshashe, Ek Asuivr, Miit, and »o o
He also directed Steries by
Rabidranath Tagore which recent
ly hit Netflix. Soon, he glided to
feature films and the showbiz
industry saw some of the greatest
cinema, encompassing Kucch Tok
Har, Murder, Gangster, Life In A
Metro, Kites, and the critically
acclaimed Barfi!

However, what we wanted to
know mare about was his recent
success stary - Lwde, 3 dark com
ody anthology that features inter
twined stories of brilliant actoes like
Abhishek Bachchan, Aditya Roy
Kapur, Rajkummar Rao, Sanya
Malhotra, Rohit Saraf, Fatima Sans
Shaikh, among others. The film
maker garnered the award for the
best director for the
Indian Fidlm Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), 2021. Talking about [FFM.
Basu cxprossed, It wa
Lival .\fl my {riends were present
and il was a great get-together
Me®ourne bad given » platlorm 10
ot just Hindi cinema but all
Indian cinema, from Assam to
Bengal. They've been doing an
amazing job simce 2012°

sAame, at

real fes

O Firstly, many congratulations
om winning the best director for
Lude!

I would like 10 know your
conjectures about wsing O Beta i
in the film. Does it ironically
reflect the life of Bhagwan Dada?

The song, | believe, is also a
perfect summation of the year
2020, What are your thoughts on
that?

Fhank you. And thats an Inter
evling perception, I'm ghe
well with the current situa
When we inttially thought of the
song. | never realised it would take
off [ike it did. It came as a surprise
1o us &5 10 how muoch the asdience
apprecisted the irony. You have
cerfain thoughts stored in the
hard-drive of your brain, and
sometimes # randomly strikes
you. I was lucky that O Beta N
came w me then. As a child, |
would listen to the cassetie of
Albela repeatedly and sometimes
things dont come 10 you a1 the
right time. I'm glad it did. But yes
I had never anticipated it would
beconse 0 kconk

O From passiomate movies like
Life in a... Metro, Murder and

STUDIO TALK: 60 MINUTES

IN SYNC WITH THE TIMES

The 70s are back again, says ANURAG BASU
in @ one-on-one with KHusHBU KIRTI

Gangster to sweet comedies like

Barfi! to a crime film like Ludo...

You've experimented with vast

gcnn- How has the journey
een?

A) It has beens great, yaar, I'm
happy | have made these Kinds of
{ilmss incorporating different gen
res, ditferent kinds and styles, |
hope | keep doing that as long as
| can. Ahbhough, in handsighv | feel
| don't have nry own vosce and style
which is why | keep changing
styles. I'm stll looking for my
vaice, | think

O So, do you feel this change is
due to your personal life changes

-—

projecting onto what you are
creating?

Of course, the personal life you
lead also reflects onto what
thoughts are being created from
the mind. But | also think | make
a very 0 not
repeat styles. I constantly have the
question ‘what next?” bovering
over me, It's the first thing | want
to answer when I'm writing o
script. | should enjoy doing a
movie, the uniqueness of the sub
ject &5 what allows that, Perhaps,
that is the second reason

conscious ¢ffort

3 Do you think dark comedies, so
much appreciated by the current

gencration, reflect the existential
crisis, and perhaps, our privileged
discomforts?

A) That is dark and funny. Yes,
I do oot know bow, otherwise,
things would transpire, It &s whar
we are feeling universally. Covid
happened and we suffered the
conseguences together

3 You like a twist in the tale,
beginning with Tare. That's some-
thing we find in Ludo, o, Is it a
format you enjo

Yeah, I ihink you're right. M's s
fashion in OTT shows, too. Every
episode ends on a cliffhanger. We
don need chifflangers us much i

films becanse you know the axli
ence will oot leave in between. In
OTTs, they want 1o watch the next
cpisode. So, this can be seen mare
in televisson that films

O Talk to us about the end of the
star system, and rise of actors like
Pankaj Tripathi, and rise of pop-
wlarity of OTT platforms,

OTT has given rise to new
actors, 100, who ot
have taken four-five years to find
the right platform and get known
but these plaforms have given
them 1he oppartunity

However, 1 do not think the
star system is gaing to fade. This is
wery lemporary. People are still
walting for theatres 10 open and
clap in the cinema halls on secin
their favourite actoes. | belicve both
things will co-exist. Jt's the new 70s
era. I'm making this comparison
because then Hu\Ll‘-c\h
Mukherjee, and Basu Chatterjee
were making cinema, Amol Palekar
was acting and Amitabh Bachan
was also 2 star. Shyam Benegal was
abso makiog Manthan, AN different
anemas were blooming together. |
think that that golden era is back
again

herwise would

£ What will be the future of OTT
platforms once the covid situation
cases up? is OTT here to stay?

It is going to grow, yes. It is
here to stay, too. But sknce OTT s
also ruled by data, like televisson
It might not remnain so pure. When
the <reators have free hands to
produce something, they keep
creating comtent. But I believe
when theatres will open, theatres
will strive, too. So, this debate of
theatres v/s OTT Is redundant
With OTTs, diversification has
taken place. The audience Is
becoming more cinema-lterate
There are viewers for all kind of
stories right now, which has given
& bot of freedom 10 ws fllmmakers
100, on trying our hands at vari
ous subjects

O What is something you expect
from the actors who work with
you? And subsequently the sudi-
ence that receives your films?

I expect only one thing from
my actors and that is trus
Perhaps, friendship will be an
added bones. From my audience
I anly expect them to pick and
choose right. They shouldn’t be
surprised on finding 4 lot of songs
Ins & film that bedangs to the cate
gory of musicals. They should
watch the movie of genres they
cnjoy
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nurag Basu, divector, screen
Aunln actor and producer,

bogan his carcer in direction
with the tebevision serial Tara in
1996, followed by a line of popa
lar shows like Satwrday Suspense
Koshvink.. EX Aasha, Miit, and so on
He also directed Stories by
Rabindranath Tagore which recent
Iy hir Netflis. Soon, he glided to
feature films and the showbiz
industry saw some of the greatest
cinema, encompassing Kucck Toh
Huwd, Murider, Gamgster, Life In A
Metro, Kites, and the critically
acclaimed Barfi’,

However, what we wanted to
know more sbout was his recent
Ludo, a dark com
edy anthology that features inter
twaned storkes of brilliant actoes lke
Abhishek Bachchan, Aditya Roy
Kapar, Rajkummar Rao, Sanya
Malbotra, Rohit Sared, Fatima Sana
Shalkh, among others. The film
maker garnered the award for the
best director for the same, at
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
(IFFM), 2021, Talking about IFFM,
Basu expressed, "It was a great fes
tival. All my friends were present
and it was a great get-together
Melbourne had given a platiorm to
pot just Hindl cinema but all
Indian cinema, from Assam to
Bengal. They've been doing an
amazing job since 20127

SUCCEsS sbory

2 Firstly, many congratulations
on winning the best director for
Ludo?

I would like to know your
comjectures about using O Bete fi
in the film, Does it ironically
reflect the life of Bhagwan Dada?

I'he song, | believe, is also a
perfect summation of the year
2020. What are your thoughts on
that?

Thank you. And that's an inter
esting perception. I'm glad it fias in
well with lSlc currenl situstion
When we initially thoaght of the
sang, | never realised it would take
off like it did. It came as a surprise
10 us a5 t0 bow much the audience
appreciated the lrony. You have
certain thoughts stored in the
hard-drive of your brain, and
sometimes It randomly strikes
you. ! was lucky that O Beta )i
came to me then. As a child, 1
would listen to the cassette of
Albela repeatedly and sometimes,
things don't come o you a1 the
right time. I'm glad it did. But yes,
1 had never anticipated it would
become so icoale

O From passionate mavies like
Life im a... Metro, Murder and

he 70s are back again, says ANURAG BASU

STUDIO TALK: 60 MINUTES

IN SYNC WITH THE TIMES

Y

in a one-on-one with KHusHBU KIRTI

Gangster to sweet comedices like

Barfi! to a crime film like Ludo..,

You've experimented with vast
enres. How has the journey
cen?

A) It bas been great, yaar. I'm
happy | have made these Kinds of
films incorporating different gen
res. different kinds and styles. |
hope | keep doing that as long as
1 can. Although, in hindsight | feel
1 dom't have my own voice and style
which is why | keep changing
styles. I'm still Jooking for my
voice, | think

2 So, do you feel this change Is
due to your personal life changes

- J

projecting onto what you are
creating?

OFf course, the personal life you
lead also reflects onto what
thoughts are being created from
the mind. But | also think ! make
4 very conscious eflort to not
sepeat styles, I constantly have the
question ‘what next?” hovering
over me. I's the first thing | want
to answer when I'm writing a
script. 1 should enjoy daing
movie, the uniqueness of the sub
ject is what allows that. Perhaps,
that is the second resson

2 Do you think dark comedies, so
much appreciated by the current

generation, reflect the existential
crisia, and perhaps, our privileged
discomforts?

A) That s dark and funny. Yes,
I do not know how, otherwise,
things would transpire. It is what
we are fecking universally. Covid
happened and we suffered the
consequences together

0 You like a twist in the tale,
beginning with Tera, That's somse-
thing we find in Ludo, too. Is it a
format you enjoy?

Yeah, I think you're right. it'sa
fashion i OTT shows, 100, Every
episode ends on a cliffhanger. We
doa’t need cliffhangers as moch in

films because you know the audi
ence will ot leave in between. In
OTTs, they want to watch the next
episode. So, this can be seen more
ity television that filems

0 Talk 10 us about the end of the
star system, and tise of actors like
Pankaj Tripathi, and rise of pop
wlarity of OTT platforms.

OTT has given rise to new
actors, toa, who otherwise would
have taken four-five years to find
the right platform and get known
but these platforms have given
them the opportunity

However, 1 do not think the
star system is golng to fade. This is
very temporary. People are still
walting for theatres to open and
clap in the cinema halls on seeing
thetr favourite actors. 1 believe both
things will co-exist. It's the new 70s
cra. I'm making this comparison
because them  Hrishikesh
Mukherjee, and Basu Chatterjee
were making cinema, Amol Palckar
was acting and Amitabh Bachan
was also a star, Shyam Benegal was
also making Manthan. AR differemt
cinemas were blooming together. 1
think that that golden era is buck
again

£ What will be the future of OTT
platforms once the covid situation
cases up? is OTT here to stay?

It is going to grow, yes. It is
here 1o stay, too. But since OTT is
also ruled by data, like television,
it might not remain so pure. When
the creators have free hands to
produce something, they keep
creatin But 1 believe
when theatres will open, theatres
will strive, 100, So, this debate of
theatres vis OTT s redundamt
With OTTs, diversification has
taken place. The audience Is
becoming more cinema-literate
There are viewers for all kind of
stories right now, which has given
a lot of freedom to us filmmakers,
100, on trying our hands at vari
ous subjects

content

0 What is something you expect
from the actors who work with
you? And subsequently the andi
ence that receives your films?

! expect only one thing from
my actors and that is trust
Perhaps, friendship will be an
added boaus. From my audience
1 only expect them 10 pick ansd
choose right. They shouldnt be
surprised on finding a lot of songs
in a files that bdongs to the cate
gory of musicals They should
watch the movie of genres they
enjoy
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A romantic visualisation of story

e it acomplicated inter-twined story of urban life in a film like

Life in a... Metro, taking us through nooks and corners of Sin-
gapore in Gangster or even taking the audience through the
beautiful hill-station of Darjeeling in one of his most successful
films Barfi!, Anurag Basu is one of those filmmakers who always
tries to treat his story like a painting unfolding on big-screen. As
the conversation around screen size and cinema changed in the
post-pandemic era, the filmmaker says even though the process
of learning and unlearning continues in his mind to stay relevant
with time, he finds it romantic to visualise a story to be watched
on the 70mm screen. His film Ludo has been selected to be
screened at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM), keeping
the pandemic in mind, from August 15 to 30%, all films will be
screened virtually as well. “It was the first time the film Ludo
screened on a big screen. Now in coming days, it will be shown
aqgain virtually but | was so so exciting just realising my film.”
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Singer SONA MOHAPATRA opens up on Shut Up Sona,
which is in contention to be declared as the Best
Documentary at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne

s the documentary titled Shut Up Sona

has been nominated for the Best
Documentary award at the Indian Film
Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) 2021, Sona
Mohapatra says that the film is a journey
of her life.

Shut Up Sona, directed by Deepti
Gupta, is a cinematic expression of the
journey of Sona, in the music industry and
as a performing artist where she has often
been labelled as a ‘troublemaker’ for rais-
ing her voice for issues that matter. She
doesn't shy away from exercising her
agency and speaking her mind.

Charming, unabashed, and unstop-
pable, Sona is one of the important figures
debating the existing gender discourse in
India. Her film challenges the status quo
and tackles the prejudices that run deep
in the music inj)uslry. in particular, and
Indian society in general, while showing
a journey across the length and breadth of
India’s diverse landscape where Sona
shares her musical roots and inspirations
that range from folk, semi-classical to icon-
ic artists, from Mirabai to Amir Khusrau
to modern-day influences that make her
a rockstar playing to hundreds of thou-
sands in her live concerts.

Talking about the film being nominat-
ed at IFFM, she said, “I am so elated to see
that this year’s IFFM has a considerable
number of women filmmakers which is a
great feat. I am so humbled and equally
proud to see Shut Up Sona among an

incredible line-up of films. This documen-
tary is my voice and journey with my sis-
ter-in-arms, Deepti Gupta, in the land of
visual storytelling and I cannot wait for the
audience to connect with it and my musi-
cal journey”

The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne
is happening on the ground as well as vir-
tually. The physical festival took place
between August 12 to 15. Keeping the
global pandemic and travel restrictions in
mind, the festival organisers have also
arranged a virtual edition of the festival
between August 15 and 30. The award cer-
emony is scheduled to take place on
August 20.

— |ANS

a1 ioy
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JUPSET MY PEERS

Sona Mohapatra says speaking
against poor representation of

female voices hit her, but has
helped the cause of women

Rishabh Suri

rishabh. surl@htiive com

eing vocal is
synonymous with
Sona Mohapatra
The singer has time

and again raised her voice
against a lot of things, and
she knows that it impacted
alot of things for her
personally and
professionally.

One such issue she
strongly believes in is the
representation of female
singers in the music
industry. She says she has
been talking about it for
elght years. “Be it big
music festivals, releases or
in mainstream... even if
you switch on the radio,
you will see that out of 10
songs, you will at best find
two songs with female
volces, Out of 100 songs,
only cight-nine have
female voices, solo female
songs have completely
been down in mainstream.
Itis all about
testosterone,” says the 45-
year-old, popular for songs
such as Ambarsariva and
Jiya Laage Na.

Talking about music
festivals, she says they
have had "poor
representation” of female
artistes, which she puts at
“a pathetic 3%", "I was
calling it out, upsetting my
peers, alienating a lot of
music directors, guys who
call the shots, because |
COme across as a

troublesome woman, all
the time complaining. But
here’s the good news.
After all those years of
calling out NH7 music
festival, | didn't get invited
by them, but in their last
edition the representation
suddenly went up from an
average of 4-5% to 21%. It
was a significant jump, so
they did listen, maybe
there was a certain
embarrassment or
consclousness.” says
Mohapatra.

She feels ‘troublesome
women' like her do heip
make that change. “You
don't necessarily endear
yourself to everyone,” says
the singer, whose National
Award-winning
documentary Shut Up
Sona will have Its
Australian premiere at the
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne and is also
nominated in the Best
Documentary category for
the IFFM awards.

She is naturally excited,
“Ata time when many of
my peers were investing in
online followers, | decided
to jump off the cliff, invest
a huge chunk of my
savings and produced this
film with zero backing and
complete belief. To be
selected at IFFM among
the hundreds of
submissions to the festival
this pandemic year is
special... this is our first
screening Down Under,”
says the singer.

ou switchon
";‘)é radio, you will

tof 10

if)s\g: you will at
best find two
congs with female
voices. Solo
female songs arc
completely down
in malnstream-

SONA MOHAPATRA,
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TUPSET MY PEERS
ALIENAITED MUSIC

Sona Mohapatra says speaking
against poor representation of

female voices hit her, but has
helped the cause of women

Rishabh Suri

rishabh. surl@htiive.com

eing vocal is
synonymous with
Sona Mohapatra
The singer has time
and again raised her voice
against a lot of things, and
she knows that it impacted
alot of things for her
personally and
professionally.

One such issue she
strongly believes in is the
representation of female
singers in the music
industry. She says she has
been talking about it for
elght years. “Be it big
music festivals, releases or
in mainstream... even if
you switch on the radio,
you will see that out of 10
songs, you will at best find
two songs with female
volces, Out of 100 songs,
only eight-nine have
female voices, solo female
songs have completely
been down in mainstream.
Itis all about
testosterone,” says the 45-
year-old, popular for songs
such as Ambarsariva and
Jiva Laage Na.

Talking about music
festivals, she says they
have had "poor
representation” of female
artistes, which she puts at
“a pathetic 3%". "I was
calling it out, upsetting my
peers, alienating a lot of
music directors, guys who
call the shots, because |
COme across as a

troublesome woman, all
the time complaining. But
here’s the good news.
After all those years of
calling out NH7 music
festival, I didn't get invited
by them, but in their last
edition the representation
suddenly went up from an
average of 4-5% to 21%. It
was a significant jump, so
they did listen, maybe
there was a certain
embarrassment or
consciousness.” says
Mohapatra.

She feels ‘troublesome
women’ like her do help
make that change. “You
don’t necessarily endear
yourself to everyone,” says
the singer, whose National
Award-winning
documentary Shut Up
Sona will have its
Australian premiere at the
Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne and is also
nominated in the Best
Documentary category for
the IFFM awards.

She is naturally excited
“Ata time when many of
my peers were investing in
online followers, | decided
to jump off the cliff, invest
a huge chunk of my
savings and produced this
film with zero backing and
complete belief. To be
selected at IFFM among
the hundreds of
submissions to the festival
this pandemic year is
special... this is our first
screening Down Under,”
says the singer.
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female songs arc
completely down
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lupset my peer
alienated music
directors: Sona

Rishabh Suri

rishabh sun@htive com

eing vocal is synonymous with

Sona Mohapatra. The singer

has time and again raised her
voice against a lot of things, and
she knows that it impacted a lot of
things for her personally and
professionally.

One such issue she strongly believes
in is the representation of female
singers in the music industry, She says
she has been talking about it for eight
years. “Be it big music festivals,
releases or in mainstream... even if
you switch on the radio, you will see
that out of 10 songs, you will at best
find two songs with female voices. Out
of 100 songs, only eight-nine have
female voices, solo female songs have
completely been down in mainstream.
Itis all about testosterone,” says the
45-year-old, popular for songs such as
Ambarsariva and Jiva Laage Na.

Talking about music festivals,
she says they have had “poor
representation” of female artistes,
which she puts at “a pathetic 3%". "1
was calling it out, upsetting my peers,
alienating a lot of music directors,
guys who call the shots, because |

come across as a troublesome woman,
all the time complaining. But here’s
the good news. After all those years of
calling out NH7 music festival, I didnt
get Invited by them, but in their last
edition the representation suddenly
went up from an average of 4-5% to
21%. It was a significant jump, so they
did listen, maybe there was a certain
embarrassment or consciousness,”
says Mohapatra.

She feels ‘troublesome women'
like her do help make that change.
“You don't necessarily endear yourself
to everyone,” says the singer,
whose National Award-winning
documentary Shur Up Sona will have
its Australian premiere at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne and is also
nominated in the Best Documentary
category for the IFFM awards.

She is naturally excited. "Ata time
when many of my peers were
investing in online followers, | decided
to jump off the cliff, investa huge
chunk of my savings and produced
this film with zero backing and
complete belief. To be selected at IFFM
among the hundreds of submissions
to the festival this pandemic year is
special... this is our first screening
Down Under,” says the singer.
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4 VIEW

Singer Sona
Mohapatra’s
documentary
premiering at
the Indian
Film Festival
of Melbourne
this month
CONVUTS
evervthing
from protest
art 1o gender
disparity

(Clockwie from left)
Mohapatsa and Gupta,
the poster, and the
UNger on SLAge «wnm

Fostival Beeterdam In 2000 und
several other countries

Rattling the system

Counting the film as a “symbol
i catlarsys™ for both of them,

riarchal ssoes. “There are many

Gupta was driven by not just Mo-
hapeera's muske but abso ber con
' tirmaal basthe agalret xystemic, pa

a

B & Mohapatra and Deepal
Gupea’s documentary Shuf Lp So
ma the kind of story you only get
W il once? “Let me tell you,
there s 3 TSease Sy Soma’ wegued
thar's happening.” Mobapatra
says of the filn based on ber ‘un
redenting S for am equal spece
0 modern day Indis

bromy and wit are among the
narrative devices of Shut Up So
ma, which is curvently pettiog it
Australia premiere at the Indiam
Film Festival of Melboume this
month. Ovginally slated 10 take
place Im thestres, & worrylig
wave of Covid I cases in the city
camed orgamisers 10 baunch it vir
tually. For Mobupatra - who had
Ber own Mlboard o Times
Square, New' York, in July & punt
of the Spoady Equal” global cam
palgn - and Hmmaker cnems
tographer Gupta, this was a0 ad
dion 10 the  nmulivous
fowr year jJourney of making, edis
ing and showcaming the doxw
mentary. Slated 10 refease on an
OFT platform kater this year in In-
da, i shisses the spociight not jus
on the munician and the punh
back she recetves fur Delog an
outspoken, sometimes mercurial
weanan in India, bt abvo the state
of cultural discourse

ANURAG TAGAT

At the festival chrouit

Gupea sayx it origimally starsed

notes that the Slen is higing, ke
how when we protest as an artis
for equuality, what b the price
pay for it professionally” sy
Gupta, referming 1o the Simes Mo
hapatrs has taben the music in
dustry 1otk
The shnger recounts, 1 was be
mg accosted and Feerally am
bunhed in my house by & repornser
“It's not one of those from & news churesel. ™ Gupta wan
Mobapatra’s parner, composes ~ comcidentally @  Mohapatra's
Ram Sampath, a5 well as editor artsy, niche [ETEEE—e—_—— wrapped up
Arjum Gonrisaria, “We were both [ESONIRTE S SIS RTNE  whootiey 3 music video, gathered
learnkey everything fk the st masoledaar, musicol, atound for teu time on 8 Sunday
time. All the well-winbers cane evenir Mobapatra  recounts,
up saying, ‘Oh, you did an India 90(”!*90!0('! film “Der ;: !nw‘h!‘!h:- was an op
premiere, now (s0) none of 1he everything else that you [ TP ey
big eernational festivals are g would not expect”™ But that camera person who had
g o take up your flm', Thie was Sona Mohapatra, S nger come with the reponer started
heanbeeaking, becamme we didnt wiling Deepth which is a beter
know any betves,” says Mohapatra place for her to shoot me from,
of the Sim (produced by ber) that and staned drocting her. She
had les preomere at the Mumbat capoured that *
Academry of Moving Image (MA 1%, along with the sequence
MD Fllm Festival in Musmsbal in of Mobagpatrs waeching » male
2019 dominsted mived doubdes masch
Nevertheless, the festuring Roger Federer, are kit
toam persevered o in Sha Up Sona to “leave an un
take M 10 the Teses ~ comciows  impression on e
national  Film viewer”, according
hapatra feets ¢
noe that well understood i In
s stnong the nusases, b e
popularity of OTT platforms ks
changing thae snd Shut Up Soma
fts right I, “B's not ose of
those artyy, miche docusmsen
tarkes. i 2 Nuly mansaledaar
maarsical. goali-gadoch Bl eve
rything else that you would not
expont,” concludes Molugutn
Shut Up Sota premieres of the
ndian Film Festival of M
Bourme on At 6
Warch the duo in
n (omversanion with Am
Taps on
werkemid thohidi com

war

with just the two Siends taling
an the project, being joimed by
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4 VIEW

Singer Sona
Mohapatra’s
documentary
premiering ar
the Indian
Film Festival
of Melbourne
this month
CONVUTS
evervthing
from protest
art 1o gender
disparity

An act of love,

a war cry

ANURAG TAGAY

I Soma Mohapatra and Deeptt
Gupea's documemiary Shuf Lp So
ma the kind of story you only get
o il once? “Let me tell you
therve s 3 TSease Sy Soma’ wegued
thar's happening.” Mobapatra
says of the filn based on ber ‘un
refenting S for am equal spece
0 modern day Indis

fromy and wit are among the
narvative devices of Shut Up So
ma, wiich is curvently pettiog s
Australia premiere at the Indian
Film Festival of Melboume this
month. Oviginally slated 10 take
place I thestres, & worryling
wave of Covid I cases in the city
camed orgamisers 10 bunch it vir
tually. For Mobapatra - who had
ber own blboard o Times
Square, New' York, in July & pun
of the Spoady “Equal” global cam
palgn - and Smmaker cinems
tographer Gupts, this was a0 ad
dimion 10 the  namulieous
fosr year jourmey of making, edis
ing and showcaming the doxw
mentary. Slated 10 refease on an
OFT platform kater thiss year in In-
da, i shisses the spociight not jus
oo the munician and the punh
back she recetves fur belog an
outspoken, sometimes mercurial
wearan in India, bt alvo the state
of cultural discourse

At the festival chrouit

Cupea sayx it origimally starsed

with just the two Siends tabing
un the project, being jpoined by
Mobapatra’s parner, composes
Ram Saspath, as well as oditor
Arjumn Goutrisaria, “We were bath
learnkey everyihing kx the firsd
time. All the well-wihers cane
up saying, ‘Oh, you &id an India
premiere, now (so) none of the
Dig eternmional festivals are g
g 1o take up your Blm’, Thie w
heanbweaking, became we didn
know any betves,” says Mohapatra
of the Slm (produced by ber) that
had les presmsere at the Mumbat
Academy of Moving Image (MA
MD Fllm Festival in Mumsbal in
Xne

Nevertheless, the
toam persevered t©
take M 10 the Teses ~
nathonal Film

“It's not one of those
artsy, niche
documentaries. It’s a fully
masaoledaar, musicol,
gaali-galoch film
everything else that you
would not expect”™
0 Mohapatra, Singer

(Clockwie from left)
Mohapatsa and Gupta,
the poster, and the
SUNger on stage «wnm

MARAAGEM T

Fostival Reeterdam In 2000 and
several other countries

Rattling the system

Counting the film as a “symbol
i catlarsts™ for both of them,
Gupta was driven by not just Mo
hapeera's musk but abso ber con
tirmaal hasthe agalret xystemic, pa
triarchal ssues. “There are many
notes that the Sl is hiting, ke
bow when we protost as an srtis
for equality, what b the price o
pay for It professionally” saeys
Gupta, referming 1o the Simes Mo
hapatrs has tiben the music in
distry 1o task.

The slnger recounts, “1 was be-
mg accosted and Foerally am
bunbwed in my house by & repornter
from & news churesel.” Gupta wan
comcidentally @ Mohapatra's
house, after they bad wrapped up
shootisg 2 munkc video, gatherod
atound for tey time on 8 Sundey
evening. Mobapatra  recounts,
“Derpa thought thes was an op
portunity for the documentary
But that camera person who had
come with the reporner started
wliing Deepth which is a beter
place for her to shoot me from,
and staned dirocting her. She
capoured that *

15, along with the sequence
of Mohapatrs waeching » made
dominusted mived doubdes masch
festuring Roger Federer, are et
in Shit Up Sona 1o “leave an un
comsciows  impression on e
viewer”, according w0 Guagea. Mo
hapatra feels documentaries are

not that well understood i In

dis stnong the nusses, bt e

popularity of OTT platforms ks
changing thae snd Shut Up Soma
s right In, “B's not oo of

those srtyy, miche docusmen

tarkes. ' 2 Nuly munsaledaar
mesrical, poski-gadoch . eve
rything else that you would not
expect,” concludes Mohuguatra

Shut Up Sona premwieres ot the
ndian Film Festival of Mo
Bourme on At 6

Warch the dwo in
n conversation with Ancrog

Taps on
werkenid thohonudfi com
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Singer Sona
Mohapatra’s
documentary
premiering ar
the Indian
Fllm Festival
of Melbourne
this month
COVerS
evervthing
from protest
art (o gender
disparity

An act of love,

a war

ANURAG TAGAY

i Soma Mohapatra and Deeptt
Gupea’s documentary Shuf Lp So
ma the kind of story you only get
W el once? “Let me tell you
there's 3 Sease Sy Soma” wequed
thar's happening.” Mobapatra
says of the filn based on ber ‘un
redenting S for am equal spece
n modern day Indis

fromy and wit are among the
parrative devices of Shut Up So
ma, which is curvently petting i
Australia premiere ar the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourmne this
month. Oviginally slated 10 take
place In thestres, & worrylig
wave of Covid 19 cases in the city
camed orgamisers 10 baunch it vir
vually. For Mobapatra - who had
Ber own Nlboard o Times
Square, New' York, in July & punt
of the Spoady Equal” global cam
paign - and Hemmaker cinems
tographer Gupts, this was a0 ad
dimion 10 the  namuliaoas
fosr year jJourmey of making, edis
ing and showcaming the dixw
mentary. Slased 10 redease on an
OFT platform kater this year in In-
R, it shinses the spocight not jus
on the munician and the punh
back she recetves fur Delog an
outspoken, sametimes mercurial
woaran in India, bt abvo the state
of cutural divoourse

At the festival chrouit
Cupeta sayx it origimally starsed

with just the two Siends taking
an the project, being joled by
Mobapatra’s panmer, composes
Ram Sampath, as well as editor
Arjum Gonirisaria. “We were bath
learnkey everything ku the hirsd
time. All the well-wirbers cane
up saying, ‘Oh, you &id an India
premiere, now (sod none of 1he
big eternational festivaly are g
ng 1o take up your Blm', Thae was
heanbeeaking, becamme we ddn
know any betves,” says Mohapatra
of the Sim (produced by ber) that
had Ies preomere at the Mumba
Academry of Moving mage (MA
MD Fllm Festival in Mumbal in
e

Nevertheless, the
toam persevered t©
take ¥ 10 the Teses ~
national  Film

“It's not one of those

artsy, niche

documentaries. It's o fully

masaoledaar, musicol,
gaali-galoch film

everything else that
would not expect”™
Sona Mohapatra, Singer

(Clockwie from left)
Mohapatsa and Gupta,
the poster, and the
UNQer ON SLAge < Mtm

Fostival Beeterdam In 2000 and
several other countries

Rattling the system

Counting the film as a “symbol
i catlarsts™ for both of them,
Gupta was driven by not just Mo-
hapeera’s muske but sl ber con
temaal basthe agalret systemic, pa
riarchal ssoes. “There are many
notes that the Sl i hiting, lke
bow when we protost as an artie
for equality, what b the price o
pay for it professionally” saeys
Gupta, referming 1o the Simes Mo
hapatrs bas tiben the music in
dustry 1o tash

The slnger recounts, “1 was be
mg accosted and Foerally am
bunbwed in my hosse by & reponter
from & news chunesel. ™ Gupta wan
comcidentally @  Mohapatra's
house, after they bad wrapped up
shootieg 2 munic video, gatherod
around for teu thme on 8 Sandey
evening. Mobapatra  recounts,
“Derpa thought thes was an op
portunity for the documentary
But that camera person who had
come with the reporner started
wiling Deepth which is a beter
place for her to shoot me from,
and staned dwoctng her. She
capoured that *

Thi, along with the sequence
of Mobagpatrs waeching » male
domnated mived doubdbes manch
festuring Roger Federer, are kit
in Shit Up Sona 1o “leave an un
comsciows  impression oo e
viewer”, according w0 Gugea. Mo
hapetra feels documentaries are

noe that well anderstood i In

dis stnong the tusases, bt e

popularity of OTT platforms kb
changing thae snd Shut Up Soma
Ms right Ia, “N's not one of

those srtay, niche docusmen

tarkes. ' a BBy munsaledaar
madcal, poali-gadoch . eve-
rything else that you would not
expect,” concludes Mohugutra

Shut Up Sotsa preswieres of the
ndion Film Festival of Mo
Bourme om August 6

Warch the dwo in
n Comversation with As
Taps on
werkenid thohidi comm
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MISFIT IN BOLLYWOOD

B By Arundhuti Banerjee

INGER-songwriter Sona Mohapatra

believes thateven thoughher choice

of'living life on her own terms”’ and
speaking her heart out made her jour-
ney as an artiste tougher, it has also lib-
erated her as an artiste.

Sona told IANS, “I am a little strange
and misfit of an artiste in Bollywood or in
the Mumbal music industry because | am
alwaysdoingeverythingonmyownterms.
So naturally, my work opportunity in film
music is less. Therefore I am not in a rat
race. From the time | started my journey
as a musician, 1 always focused on put-
tingout original songs as opposed to count-
ing on the number of Bollywood songs |
lend my voice to. For me, it is not an ulti-
mate achievement to have 100 Bollywood
songs in my kitty, Iwould rather have orig-
inal, independent songs. Yes, it is time-
consuming, but these are original work.”

Since the pandemic, like all the other
industries, the music industry has also got
affected especially film music.

Highlighting how her cholces of work-

ing onoriginal songs back in the day hold
so much relevance in the present time,
Sona mentioned, “you see, duringthe pan-
demic, as the opportunity is shrinking in
film music and the streaming audio plat-
forms are coming, every musician s try-
ing to put out an original song. They are
also nowacknowledgingthe fact that Iwas
aheadofmy time because, throughout my
career, | have released my original songs
while singing songs for films. I invested
money to build my own studio, a proper
set up because I belleve that an artist has
10 be the in-charge of her own story.”

Sona'sself-produced docu-feature Shut
Up Sona, directed by Deepti Gupta, has
been selected to be screened at the Indian
Film Festival of Melboume, after travel-
lingto several other festivals, where itwon
awards, including a National Fllm Award
for best editing.

The story of the film encapsulates the
journey of Sona asan artist who islabelled
as a 'trouble maker’ for voicing her opin-
ion on matters that curtail the freedom of
expression of female artistes, and howshe
navigates her ways to find her own space.

Thebest part ofher journey iswhile Sona
is loved by her fans for her songs like
‘Ambarsariya’, ‘Tiya Laage Na| ‘Naina’, ‘Dil
Aaj Kal', ‘Bolo Na, ‘Mujhe Kya Bechega
Rupaiya’ among many others, she often
gets criticised for being outspoken. As
‘Shut Up Sona’ will soon release on an
Indian OTT platform, it would be inter-
esting to look out for the audience’s
response after knowing the person behind
the artiste that we get to see ‘on-camera’,

Asked about why she produced the film
herself instead of looking for a producer,
Sona replied, * Firstly in India, this kind
offeature-lengthdocumentary on an artist
has never been made. Secondly, people
have a preconceived notion thatdocusare
made only ‘on serious issues’, ‘it's boring),
activism and does not have a wider audi-
ence. It was not a docu-feature made sit-
ting in one room. We shot it by travelling
to 17 cities...so It was quite an expensive
affair. Forme, as an artist, why am I doing
this, what exactly it would be, was hard to
explain to an investor, because 1 had no
reference point, it was first of its kind."

(IANS) B
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MISFIT IN BOLLYWOOD

B By Arundhuti Banerjee

INGER-songwriter Sona Mohapatra

believes thateven though her choice

of 'living life on her own terms” and
speaking her heart out made her jour-
ney as an artiste tougher, it has also lib-
erated her as an artiste.

Sona told IANS, “I am a little strange
and misfit of an artiste in Bollywood or in
the Mumbai music industry because | am
always doingeverythingonmyownterms.
So naturally, my work opportunity in film
music is less. Therefore I am not in a rat
race. From the time | started my journey
as a musician, I always focused on put-
tingoutoriginal songs as opposed to count-
ing on the number of Bollywood songs |
lend my voice to. For me, it is not an ulti-
mate achievement to have 100 Bollywood
songsin my kitty, Iwould rather have orig-
inal, independent songs, Yes, it is time-
consuming, but these are original work.”

Since the pandemic, like all the other

industries, the music industry has also got
affected especially film music.
Highlighting how her cholces of work-

ing onoriginal songs back in the day hold
so much relevance in the present time,
Sona mentioned, “you see, duringthe pan-
demic, as the opportunity is shrinking in
film music and the streaming audio plat-
forms are coming, every musician Is try-
ing to put out an original song. They are
also nowacknowledgingthe factthat lwas
aheadofmy time because, throughout my
career, | have released my original songs
while singing songs for films. I invested
money to build my own studio, a proper
set up because I belleve that an artist has
10 be the in-charge of her own story.”

Sona'sself-produced docu-feature Shut
Up Sona, directed by Deepti Gupta, has
been selected to be screened at the Indian
Film Festival of Melboumne, after travel-
lingto several other festivals, where itwon
awards, including a National Film Award
for best editing.

The story of the film encapsulates the
journey of Sona asanartistwho islabelled
as a 'trouble maker’ for voicing her opin-
ion on matters that curtail the freedom of
expression of female artistes, and howshe
navigates her ways to find her own space.

Thebest part ofher jourmney iswhile Sona
is loved by her fans for her songs like
‘Ambarsariya), ‘Jiya Laage Na|, ‘Naina’, ‘Dil
Aaj Kal, ‘Bolo Na| ‘Mujhe Kya Bechega
Rupaiya’ among many others, she often
gets criticised for being outspoken. As
‘Shut Up Sona’ will soon release on an
Indian OTT platform, it would be inter-
esting to look out for the audience’s
response after knowing the person behind
the artiste that we get to see ‘on-camera’,

Asked about why she produced the film
herself instead of looking for a producer,
Sona replied, * Firstly in India, this kind
offeature-lengthdocumentary onan artist
has never been made. Secondly, people
have a preconceived notion thatdocus are
made only ‘on serlous issues’, ‘it’s boring),
activism and does not have a wider audi-
ence. It was not a docu-feature made sit-
ting in one room. We shot it by travelling
to 17 cities...so It was quite an expensive
affair. Forme, as an artist, why am [ doing
this, what exactly it would be, was hard to
explain to an investor, because 1 had no
reference polnt, it was first of its kind."

(IANS)
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SONA

Singer, lyricist and music composer, SONA MOHAPATRA opens up about
her award-winning documentary in a conversation with CHRISTY VARGHESE

Festival of Melbosame (1FFM), Shut

Up Sena bagged the coveted award
for the best documentary. fasad oo, snd
produced by, Seea Mohapatrds pessan
al vosce and jowmey, the film has been
courting critical acchaim acsoss the
gobe

As somevoe who wears ber heant
om her aleeve, Mohapatra has never had
qualms im baring it all with her s
eoxce. Charming, woabahed, and
untoppahle, she 1 one of the smpor
tant figures dodeting the cxisting gen
der dincounwe withan the perfora
arts fraternity i India, Her film chal
lenges the tlstus qaor send tackles the
proudices that run deep in the musk
industry in particalar aad lnadinn seci
ety in geneml while showing 2 journey
aceons the length and !x!nl‘l of Indiss
dwerse andscape where the shares her
muskcal wots mnd Inapimtions that
range from folk, semi <lassical to koon
i artists, Mirabal to Amir Khuseau 00
modern-day infloences that make her
a mcktar, plying o hundreds of
dnunhal;n live concents. Provided
bedow are excerpts from 1he interview

Inthrmauhmhhﬂmvhlm

TWhat led to the conceptualisation of
Shut Up Sona? As a producer, did you
really call the shots or did you trust
the directon, Deepts Gupta, had for the
documontary?

This & net your comventional doc
umentary where you ralse fands
throsgh 2 trust, To begin with, India
does not have o cear undenssanding of
documentaries and therelore dovant
bk 1128 & Inemsthc medaan; it s con-
sidered 80 be & very niche, sitwy genre
So, most decumentary filamakers
tend to Jouk westwerd for thelr fusd
tng Being fint-timers, In our case, we
bad mo such intentions or connection
But 1 had to do this | fek that | was

shed against the wall in the mdastry
waan't g.tlml. enough chances w
express mysel, | was contantly feekng
hobeed, tht 1wt getting to share my
craft as often s | should, and the best
wiry %o combet that feelng win %o g0 and

do my own thing which is cresting
?pm-nnn for may sl For mae, it was

shout taking hokd of the roim of my
Tife, insdead of seting and complaining
abvout things

With these thoughes, | resched oun
10 Deepti, 20 obd friend of mine who
I & DOP and a cinematogropher, She
had carfier helped me with some music
videos bt has never dirccted amything
Bt | reached out 1o her with the pm
posal thet since both of us are in love
with the history and muasic of our land,
why dond we document & Journey v
ering massical, sort of like 2 travdogue
That & how the ides oeiginal. 1 get 1o
travel sround 20 deys 2 murth with nay
band and the iden st of evolved
wherein i was all shout me wevelling
h\ﬂ hre some musical inspirations,

2 shooking whateves b goleg en.
lu o Incidents unfolded during the
three years that we were shooting this,
we covered 2 lot many aspecs apant
from my performances. You see, |
regard mopvelf 2y more fan just an
entersainer { protest and raise \\\l‘
ot thigs that seem verlein and
factors Jed to more things, not -nlm
the domine effect.

Those three yosrs wese an eye
opener, of sorts | recall my partner
Ram Samput, seling me that he thoughe
we were going around shoating
something very sdf indulgent But
how condd | tell bam bhow wers-  #
ous and cxhauating it was, we
were teavelling acroms the
length and Iveaddy of
the coumtry, with ket
10 0o fundieg and
only & sheletal crew
stour disposad. To
sute  wp the

mocess, [ woald
ave to run
sround, hustle,

the seat sep
ment of our
shoot. As |

r

said, thin Is no run of the mill docs
mendary.

Thankfully we gt an oditor of
Arnn Ganrisaries statuee 1o come o0
basrd who, & 2 Silmosker hissacl
crafted Sthwr Up Sona ss the whalcsome
pachage i s M b a4 staight-up
massdedaar, maskcal, politica Y com
menkary, prodhced as & fun film. The
first time | watched the film with peo
e in the theatee, | couldn't bebeve that
peophe were actually bughing or cry
g for that nutier. during certain wy
mocrits of the film, bocone none of & was
stagnd | wis ansasnd by somve oornad
Bt reviewiog my ‘scting’ bn Sk Lp
Sarxt; well, it wss just me boieg nowe, cap
tured In real-aime, We made » 90
minste Glm foot over 300 bours
worth of Sootage. | rue the fact St we
had to let go of & ket of the footage
(chuckles heartliy)

Do you regret being so vocal. snce,
In retrospect, you rsising your voloe
ImNtoi-nwuuk Im the

\«u.uxmld.mklm.m!m:
had access 30 more oppoctunities St
hiad very lafe woeth,
I've always
believed  that
snging 4 thos
sand  songs
wosld net
define ow
AR artiste
that's net the
sort of logcy |
want to leave

ljur!mk

stoaes, such as
singing  an
unebashed

sart and
combal

boots, which & not your regular tem
g

1 believe 10 quality over quastaty. |
hove 83 somg releascs 1o my mame
Gramnad, it snight not sousd e much,
but T wousddnt wim te devaate from my
style of wut Sirging 2 sory wthow
sands of people, who coamect with my
muslc, In 2 concert feels much more
rewarding & & muscian than geacrat
ing nrm comenercial movee sangs. |
|huT I have dooc pectty wdl for
mysell, conidering how choosy 1am
I dont need 10 own five Ferrars o focl
wccosdul Sucoms on your terms in
bovnd 1o be mwch moce vahuadle than
the ssccews you obtain afler pleming
others, To be able 5o make an impect,
musicall and ctherwise, whike being
myself s extremely resunding

ENou have sabd that living ke on your
termm and speaking your mind made
youir peurmey w Could you
please share the Instance that
comves 10 your mind, concerning this
Matemwnt

Kesowing thee spealdng ny mind
even thoegh it might make sy jourmey
soenewhat dfficudt, mukes things cas
ter for others, | wookt ever change oy
ways. The very fust example thae
comes to mind bs that of the NH?
Weekender, 3 manic festival that  have
been calling out for & whille now Thele
lopuded gender epresentation i infu
rlating, have 50 acts, of mwoe -I
rvery sevtval but ther fealk
1on I & imare Ko per cont huunn
try Ehe India, in the 21a contiary does
thut noe seemt absurd? Hut guess what,
ey seven yeary of calling thers ost just
# yeur before the pandemic, female rep
resentaion o the Wechender festivals
wert up %o I1 per cent. Nowg | wasnt
Inwited 1o perform ot the festival and
honestly, 1 did not expect them so call
me smce | am conssderad W be a
whistichlower and/or a troublemmaker
Bt what | dic'said affected change. and
that mede me hagyy | am not sayl
that | alone was the root cause for
& change. but | certalaly did my bt and

1 4o not neget what | had S0 experience;
the comsogeances of my actiom

0w you romemiver whl yosar drcanss
were when you first st koot = this
Indwtry®

Of course! [ sspised b extabilish nay
vokoe a5 my Tace and |tk it is Sair o
sey that | have ackioved my dressm
Most people wint 10 become the best
playback in the ladusary, bat if bs not s
sample as that, Ssy. for instance, some
one emerges info the lmeleght sing r:ﬁ
a rormantic Seard sy, they
be stk singing soch songs foe 2 long
tisme, if sot hor the rest of their Carees
Besning this inmind, | have had 1o say
o0 10 5 Jot of oppurtunities e ks 1t
rospect, they were wise decisions, | have
turned down s msany Bem sambers.
which turned ost to be commercially
successiul and § dont regret any of &
Part of ey dvam win to weg 00 & stage
with ks of fans m attendance, thet &
something | roalsed and 1 can tell you
om pood authority that o an
probudly come chose %0 the adeeeuline
rash yos gt when scores of people a2y
Chanting your Bame i 4s opes space
It 2 studio, 2 hundral people can help
in making you sound good, bat it s o
differesn ball gume akogether whes it
comes 1o bive performances

OWhat route did you adopt In your
caneer W reach where you are toskay?

T was very clear that 1 would not
sgn wp with & record hbdd, | am
extrernely froe apisited aod o9 2 perfor
manceanisse, | believe that being in that
state of mind, completely frée of any
reservations of imiations, bs essertial
tothriving as an artiste. | never fancied
the idea of betng someoncs employee,
1 woukl mever subjoct myself 1o 2 1ole
whese somoone gets %o dictate what |
can or can't o, Aned this comviction has
oy grown stroeges over the yean.

My decison aprplies for thew timwes
s well, whese social modia and yosr
dagital image rules the roost, where soe
s this J:..m.m uege ¥ poodtuce
content $ul con obisin maxinuem
“Ikes Just 1o be clear, the internet has
scores of sdvartapes, but i comes
with its share of dsadvantages. | would
0t wast 1o wake up and think about
what new antics | can do oo with
my adience and budd my folbwng o
focl wuportant. Ever since Instagram
ntrodhiced the feature where yom can

showing the sumber of ‘e’

your post has recetved, | happily went
and scivased the kature: | refuse w suby
pect ovyself 30 the mentality that 1 should
do what gets the musimum Rles |
could care |ess sbout something as triv
52l as the sumbers on social media

To be governad by sockel media val
idation will be the bane ol the comung
rocrations, g we ane towe usod to this
ewadity. | book forward o the day when
e can enfertaln sach comersitions
the public domain

OFoe someone who i Laown o be
unapologetically bersel, have you
ever adjusted 1o something?

Yeu, of coune! Admviment i the
way of life. 1t would be very unfa, on
the verge of belng dictosorial, if | try o
have oy way all the time. | can't b right
all the time. 1 have the sense 10 apolo
e when | am in 1he wiong, There s
00 harm bn adjusting, bt not ot the cost
of going agaivst your principles and
vidue systenm.
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DON'T SHUT U

SONA!

Singer, lyricist and music composer, SONA MOHAPATRA opens up about
her award-winning documentary in a conversation with CHRISTY VARGHESE

Festnd of Mebourne (1FFM), Shat
Up Soma boggaed the coveted award
for the best documenmary. Besed o0, and
wd by, Sona Mohaputras penon
ol voce and jomrmey, the film his boen
constivg ceiticd scclaien acrom U
ghote
As someone who wears hes heart
00 her sheove, Mobaputrs b never bad
i baring it all with her audi
ence, Charming, unsbished, and
usstoppable, she is coe of the apor
tant figures debating the existing pen
der discourse within the performiog
wrts foasernity o Indie, Her film dal
lenges the status quo and tackkes the
prejudices thas nen deep In the musk:
endustry i partiosdar snd Indan s
ety In geoceal while showing & journey
acroms the lergth sed beeadh of Indids
diverse landscape where éhe shares her
mwsicadl oots and  epirations that
range from Rk, semi-chasical 10 icon
i artings, MEradei to Assir Klaues 1o
voodern-day influences 1hat make her
o reckstar, Kunm. W hundreds of
at her live concerts, Provided
beloss are excerptas from the iInterview

STWhat Jed 0 the conceptuatistion of
Steat Up Somna? As 3 praducer, did you
weally cull the shots or did you trust
the director, Deepti Gupta, had for the
docamentary?

This is et your comvertional dos
wmeniary where you rabse funds
through a trust. To begin with, India
dioes not have & clesr eoderstanding of
documwntarios and themelore doesnt
Dok it 4% 2 et ey It s gon
sidered 10 be o very niche, arty geose
S0, most documentary filmnmakers
tend 1o boak westwasd for their fund
Ing Being first-thmers, 30 our case, we
el o such intesgions oe connections,
Pt 1 had to do this [ feh that | was
g\nha! against the wall i the mdustry,

waarl getting enosgh chandes 1o
expros mysd rnm conutatly fecling
chokied, that | wasst gesting vo share oy
Craft a5 ofien o [ should, send the best
weary Jo coenbet that feeking win 5o g0 and

In the rocently conchuded Indian Filken

do my own thing which I cresting
opportunties for saedt For me, it was
o] bt Lk holl of the reins of my
lifie, smutead of anting end complaining
shawt thengs

Wik theve thoughts, T seached our
w DITL an ol fricad of mine who
b a DOP and & cinemasegrapher; She
had earler helped e with sorme monk
vidions But hin oever diectod amthing
Bt | reached out 16 her with the
posal that dnce both of ws see in love
with the history and mussc of our land,
why dont we document @ journey cov
erimg musical, soct of Ehe 2 teavelogue.
That & how the sies originated. 1 get 1o
trevel arvwsd 20 duys & mueth with my
band and the e wort of evolved
wharvin #t was all showt me travlling
o explore wane s ioal Inspirations,
with her shooting whatever b gedag on.
Bt o Incidents unflded during the
three years that we were shooting this,
we coverad a ot many aspects apart
from sw performunces You se, |
regard mysclf s more then just an
entertaines. | protest and rase my voe
un thigss tht seem weair arad of] these
factors Jod 10 moee things, mot unlike
the domving effect,

Those three yours were wn ove
openet, of sorts 1 recall sy parioes,
Wam Sampet, teling me tha be Brought
we were golng around shooting
somathing very slf indelgent. But
how condid 8] bam bow weri-
008 aad exhouting it wis, we
were travelling across the
length sod breadéh of
the country with Ll
10 0o fending and
only s sheletal crew
ot our dposal. To
wam  wp the
rnn.rm, 1 would
ave 1o ran
wround, baste,

the next seg
ment of our
shoot, As !

r

wid, this s ne run of the mill docu
mwntary
Thankfdly we got an editor of

Anun Gaurienas sature 1o come on
board who, o o filmmaker himsell,
coufrad Shut Up Som as the wholesome
pacikage i i It s g atesighioup
nm.ut\hu muukcal, political com
mentary, produced as 3 fum film, The
st time | winched the film with peo-
ple e the theatre, | couldalt bedieve that

cople weee actually laghing o ory
Ing foe that matter, during cerain seg
menty of the flm, because none of it vas
staged. § wes amused by sonse joursal
Ists reviewing my acieg’ s Shit Lp
Sorse. well it was just me beiny e, cap
tweed I real time. We made a %0
manste fdm froem over 0 hours
worth of kotage, 1 rae e Bt that we
had so ket go of & ke of the footage
[chixckes heartily )

mowumhﬂngum‘t sine,

B retnopect, you 1 your viice
has led 1o fewer apportenit ks in the
Industry?

Nt ¢ 212 1iuse think 1eaight have
had sccess %0 more opportunities that
very ltde worth

I've always
B believed  thar
sngieg & thow
wand  songs
| would ot
defime me
An artisie,
that's ot the
sort of legacy |
wint o leavw
behind I
wouldd He w0
be a part of
cultural mike
slones, such @
sungisg as
wnabhashed
B Bedards R,
cuTying &

M-‘I-Iﬂﬂ.
weaneg 4
sark and
combat

boots, which & not your regular item
ooy,

1 belierve in quabty over guantity. |
have 83 song releases %0 my mame
Gepmtad, € might nof sosnd bike much,
Bt Dot want b0 deviate froen my
styke of working, Sieging & song W theu
sands of people, whe connect with my
musk, 1 & concert feek much more
rewarding ex 3 mukclan than geacrn
ing gesen comenercial movie sang. |
think | have done peetty well Sor
mysell comsidering how choowy | am
1 don't meed to own five Forraris %o focl
succesaful Sucoea om your terms B
bound 1o be much more vidusble than
the success you obtain after pleasing
othens. To be able to make an impect,
musically and etherwine, wile being
sl bs extremely rewanding

Vou have sabd that bving life on your
terms and speaking your mind made
your journey fou, - Could you
please abure the instunce that
Comes to your muind, comcem ing this
Malement !

Knowisg thet spealiey oy mind,
even though it might mske my ourney
somesshat dfficull, makes thangs eas
for for ethens, 1 wont ever change my
wiyh The very Bl ¢ le that
comes W mund s thet of the NH?
Weekender. » manic festival that | have
been calling out for 2 while sow Their
lopuided grmder mpresertstaon i infu
rhatiog. They have SO acts or moee ot
every festival, bt thetr female sepresen
tathon w & mere Sour per cent. s 2 coun
try ke b, i the 21t oty does
then mot sceon absurd! Bt guess whan,
after seven years of cling themn ozt just
& vour befoee the pandemic. female rep
resenitation a the Weekender festivals
wert up b 21 per cent. Now, 1 wasi)
inwited 1 perforss 3t the lestival and
honestly, | did not expect them 5o call
me snce | am considerad o be 2
whintleblower and/or o trosblemakor
Bt whent | didiasid affected change, nd
that oade me hagpy, | am not saying
tha | elone was the roct Cmne for such
# change, bat [ cortainly did ey bit and

1 do not regret what | hal to experience;
the comoguences of my action.

W0 you cemanber what your deeamss.
were when you flnt set l-oi In this
industry?

(SIS Ia.qunlluab.“uhrm
wokoe b ny face and T thiek b w fir o
sty that 1 have achieved my drcam
Moat people want to becorne the best
Playback ® the indentry, bat # 1 not 2
simpe s that, Sarv, bor Instascs, soose
0ne ene ul--l'u fiens 1
o reome b e el
be stuck sieging unh sangy h: along
timse, i ot ke the rest of their cosees
Beuring this in mind, 1 have hod to sy
10 %0 2 kot of opportunities aad in Tt
posguect, they were wise doctsions, | have
turned dows so many em numbers,
which turned o to be commencially
swovessful, and 1 doa't regret any of &
Part of pay dream win 1 Sog on  stagy.
with kakdhs of fams in attendance, thet i
sommething | reslived and | cun tedl you
on pood authorty that nothing o
probubly come close %0 e adenaline
rudh you get when scores of people aro
charging your name kn a0 open space
lna -lujn & hudved people am belp
in making you sound good. but It s o
ditferese o akogether whea it

comes 1o live perfonmances

OWhat rowte did you adope im your
caneer bo reach where you are boskay?

T was vory cloar thee [ would sot
sign wp with a record lebel | am
extromnely free-sparited and aa 2 pertor
mance artiste, | Dedleve that heirg in that
sate of mind, completely free of 2y
reservatoos or limitathons, i coserinl
tothriving as an artisie. | never fancied
the idea of being someonch omployee,
T wohl sever subsiect myacdl 10 a role
where somenne gets %o dictise what |
com ox can't do. And this convxction has
only grown stronges over the years

My decision spplies kor these fmes
o5 well where socid madis and your
digtal mage rudes the most, where one
has this subconaclos unge o produece
confent thd can obtam maxinsem
Tied Tust 10 be Chesr, the internet has
wores of advartages, but i comses
with ity share of dsadvarages. | weuld
aY want %o wake wp and think about
what sew antics 1 can Jo foengage with
my sudience and bald my Sollowisg 8
foed importeen. Ever sece [nstagram
introduced the festure where you cn
disable showing the ssmber of e
your post has receved, | huppily went
and sctbvated (he festure | nefuse %0 sab
poct st {00 the msontality that T aboulkd
do wha pas the mavioaen lies |
could care bess about soonething us triv
Wl 2s the numbers oo social media

Fo be grwernod by social media vl
wlasion will be the bane of the coming

Wthons, Dut we ane pow (s 1o this

reality. 1 ook Soeward o the day when
we can entertsbn such comversations 0
the pubdic domam

OFoe someonc who & knows © be
unapologetically berself. have you
over adpasied to somwihing?

Yo, of conne’ Adpsacncnl s the
wezy of life. 12 would be very unfair, on
the verge of heing dictasonial, i | try 10
have ry way #l the time. hnllh:u!,h
all the tieme. [ huce the sense to apolo
give when | am s the wrong, There
00 harm in adusting, et no ot the oot
of golag againgt your prmciples s
value systenm
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DON'T SHUT U

> SONA

Singer, lyricist and music composer, SONA MOHAPATRA opens up about
her award-winning documentary in a conversation with CHRISTY VARGHESE

Festival of MeBourne (IFFM), S

Up Soma bogged the coveted award
for (he best docurmentary. Based on, and
produced by, Sens Molupetra pernaon
ol voboe and journey. the flim has been
cousting oritical accdalm acress the
globe,

As someone who wezrs her heant
om her sloeve, Mobupatrs has sever had
quabma in baring it all with her sudi
cece, Charming, unsbashed, and
wnptappabile, she i ene of the mmpos
tant figures debating the existing gen
der disconne within the performing
orts fratemity in India. Her film chal
lenges the satus quo snd tackles the
prepdices that run deep in the musi
industry i particalar and Indian swci
ety in genersl while showing 4 journey
acroas the leryth snd breadth of Indids
diverse landscape where she shares her
musical soots ane inspimtions that
range from folk, semi-classical 1o dcon
i artists, Mirahai to Amir Khusrau %0
modern -day infloences that make her
7 rockar, plying to bundreds of
thowsands at Ea five comcerts. Provided
below are excerpts from the mnterview

S Up Somat v prcimce, did you
Soma? Asa ; did you
rea ?ﬂl the shots or did you trust
the , Deepti Gupta, had for the
documentary?

This & not your conventional doc
umentary where you raise funds
through 2 trust. To begin with, India
does not have a clear understanding of
doca and therefore doesnt
beack 1 &5 2 cnematkc med ks, it is con-
sideved lo be 2 very niche, antsy genre.
So, most documentary flowmakers
tend to look westwasd for thelr fund

In the recently concluded [ndlan Film

Ing. Being fest-timens, In our case, we
had no ssch intertions or connections,
But 1 had to do this. 1 foit that | was
r»hd agibnst the wall in the Industry,

wastl getting enogh chances W
cxpress oy self. [ was constarely fecing
ekl that § waselt getting 1o share sy
craft as often s 1 should, and the bost
wary to Comshat that feeling wins to g0 asd
do my own thing which is creating
opportunities for xnysell For me, it was

about taking hold ofthe reins of my
|k, inatead of sitting and complaining
about thi

Wth:fm- thoughts, 1 reached out

to Decpti, un old friend of mine who
is 4 DOP and 2 cinematographer. She
had eurlier helped me with some music
videos bugt has never dinected amvthing
But 1 reached out to her with the pro
posal that snce both of us are i ke
with the history and masic of our land,
why dont we docurment 2 jowrney cov
oring musical, sort of like » traveogue
That is how the iden originated. | get %0
travel aroand 20 deys a month with my
band and the idea sort of evolved &
wherein & was all abowt me
travelling o explore some
musical inspirations,
with her shooting
whatever is gaing
on. But #s Inch-

my performances, You see, | regard
myself as more than just = entertaln
e ] protest and ratie oy voice on things
that scem undelr and d] these factoes led
10 maore things, not enbice the doming
effext.

Those three yours were an eve
opener of st | recall v, Ram
Samput, telling me that mgh we
were going around shooting somethi
very self-isdulpens. Bt how could 11
him how serous msd exhiomsting it was,
we were travelling scross the
und breodth of the country, with Tittke
to no fundiog and omly o tal crew
ntour d To sum up the process,
1 mu&l‘.ﬁ:ﬂm run urrnnd.‘::ﬂlr.
arrange enough money for the next
wgment of our shoot. As 1 said, this
Is no run of the mill documensary.

Thankfully we gt = editor of
Arjun Geursarias stature to come on
board who, aa a filmmsaker hismael,
cmfied Shwt Up Soma as the wholesome
package it ix It ina steaight -wp
masaaledass, msical, politi
cdl commentary. produced as
a fun film. The first time |
N watched the fidm with peo-
ple in the theatre, | could
nt believe that people were
actually laughing, or crying
lor that matter. during cer-
tain segments of the film,
because mone of & was
staged. | was amused by
SOME pourmalists peview-

ing my ‘scting’ in Shue Lp
\ Some, well, it was Just me
being me, captured in
real-tme. We made a4
90-minste filkn from
over 300 hovirs worth of
footage, 1 sue the fact

that we had to let go of & Jot of the
footage (chuckles hearuly).

OYou have sald that living e on your
terms and spealing your mind made

r Journey tougher.. Could you
’:-e sbare the instance that
cames to your mind, concern ing this
Matement?

Knowing that speaking my mind,
even though it ssight make may jousmey
somewhat G, makes things eos
far for others, T won't ever dhange my
wiys. The very first cxample that
comss o mind @ the of the NH7
Wockender, 4 munic festival tha 1 have
been calling out for 3 whilke now. Their
I

ler representation is infu
rRting Jave 50 acts, or mooe 3t
every festival. but thetr female represen

Lation @ mere four per omt. n 3 coun
try Wke India, in the 215t century does
that net seem sbeard? But gees what,
witer seven yeans of call ing them out. just
# yoar before the pandemic. fomale rep-
rescatation at the Weckender festivals
wert up 10 21 per cert. None, | wasn
invited 1o at the festival and
honesthy, | did met expect them to call
me since | am comsidered to be a
whistleblower and/or & troublemaker
But what | did/'said affected change. and
that made me happy. | am not savi
that I abone was the root cause for s

o change, but | certamly did my bit and
1 do net regret what | had 1o experience,
the comsoquences of my actions

Mo you remember what your dresins
‘:‘ury.h you first set foot in this
b J

Of coarse! | asplaed to establish nay
volce a5y face and 1 think & Is fair %0
say that | luve achieved my dream

Mot people want W becomne the best
playback i the industry, bat & s not &
sangle as that, Say, for instance, some
one emenges inso the limdight sing)

o roemsantic heartheeakivh s, they wi
be sk singiog such sorgs for a long
time, if not Sar the rest of their carcee
Bearing this in mind, 1 have had to say
00 0 2 lot of opportanitios snd in ret
rospect, they were wise decisions | have

turned down w0 lem nmbers,
which turned out to be commercially
sscormful, and 1 don't v any of it.

Part of my dneam win 10 sing on 3 sape,
with lakhs of fans in sttendance. that s
sommething | realised and | can tell you
on good awhority that nothing cen
probably come close to the adrenaline
rwsh you get when scores of people are
chanting your same in an open space.
10 a studio, 3 handrad e can help
in making you sound good, but it is a
At mﬁd e altogether when &
comes to live performances.

OWhat route did you adopt in your
career 10 reach where vom are today?
1 was very clear that | woudd net
sign wp with 4 record kbl 1 am
extremely free spirited and as 2 peror
manceanste, | beleve that bang in tha
state of mind, ¢ ly free of any
resorvathons of limitations, bs csscntial
to theiving as an artiste. | never fanded
the Mea of belng someoncs employee,
1 would mever subject myself 1o o role
where someone pets to dictate what |
can or can't do. Aod this comviction has
valy grown strenger over the years.

.\%v decision applics fos these times
s well where social media and your
dighal ll:y rules the roost, where one
buss this sabconscions wge 10 produce
content that can oblain maxiemum
Tibeed, Juast to b clear, the inserset has
wores of advantages, bet it cones
with its share of dissdvantages. 1 would
ot wart 10 wake up and think obout
wh‘munﬁuhubb;rﬂh
my sadicnce and badd my fallowing 1o
foel important. Ever since Instagram
introduced the feature where you cam
dinsble showing the number of Tiked
your post has received, [ happlly wene
and activated the fatere. | fefuse o sub
Ject ovyself 1o the moentality that | should
do w s the masimums Ekes. |
could care less sbout something as triv
ial o the mumbers on social medis,

To be gowemod by socil media val-
idation will be the bane of the coming
penerasions, but we e now wed to this
readey. [ ook forward o the day when
we can enfertain such comwersations in
the public domaln

Yes, of course! Admstment is the
way ol life. It would be very undair, on
the verge of being dictaorial i | try %o
have my way all the time. | con't be g
ol the time. | have the sense to apalo-
wise when 1am in the wioag. There s
50 barm s adjesting, bet mot at the cot
of polog sgaiost your prnciplks and
value systems.
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SONA!

Singer, lyricist and music composer, SONA MOHAP*\TRA opens up about
her award-wmmng documentary in a conversation with CHRISTY VARGHESE

Festival of Melouree {11FM), St
Up Sona bagged the coveted award
lxlk'-.s;;humm Hasad on, and
produced by, Sona Mohupatras pessoes
ol voboe and journey. the film has been
cowrting atical scdam acros the

In the recenddy conchaded [ndien Film

A soenecnwe who weary hee heant
00 her sleeve, Mohapars his never had
gualens in basing it all with her audi
ence. Charming, unsbashed, and
st . she s one of the npor
tant Frgires dd\nh; the cxisting pes
der discoumwe within the
arts fraserniy in Indls, Her film chal-
the sute quo and tackles the
prejudices that run deep in the musk
indussry i particular and Indun soch
ety in genersl while showing a journey
acrns the lesgth and breadt nllmlu-
dverse ndscape where she shares her
enesical roots and isspirsticns that
range from folc. sems clawical 10 icon
b artists, Mirabot 1o Amie Khusrao o
modern-dey inflaences that make her
a sockatar, :yq( w0 hundreds of
thousands at her bve concerts. Provided
bdow are excerpts from the interview

STWhat led o the comceptualisition of
Shut Up Sema? Asa producer, did you
mll(hlhluu did you trest
Gupta, haad for the

l\an ot yorar cumventaonal doc
wmentary where you raise funds
throagh 2 trest. To begin with, Lods
does not have a clear understand ing of
documentaries and therefore doesn't
Tk 1 29 2 cAnematic e (s con
saderad 10 be 2 very miche, artey goese
S0, most docsmentary flnmakon
tend to leok westwand Sor their fund
ing. Being firmst timers, in our case, we
had 0o such intentions or connections.
But 1 had so do thia | ek that T was
rnh\!:,p-l the wall ins the =wdastry,
wasl peming onough chances 10
express anyvelf. [ wes constantly fecliag
chokd, that | wasnk gerting to share my
Crt s often as T ol send the best
weary to coenbu thet Sovling wan 1o go and

do my own $uing which s aresing
Ortunitics foe maysell For e, & was
about t hold of the reios of my

Fife. instead of sting end compisintng

abons lhht

With these thoughts, [ seached out

to Deepts, an old friend of mine who

e and ac wrapher She

wid, this Is no ean of the mill docs-

mentary.

Thankfully we got == edior of

Arjun Gourisarsis stasare %0 Come on

board who, 23 a

cmfted Shut Lp Sovas o the wholesome

pxck Mo s 2 stright-u
br. musical pa.m:\( P

had earler helped me with wene mvasic
videos bur has never diecsed mrthing.
But | reached out 1o hes with the
posal that lnchmho(umnc:r
with the history and music of our land.
why dont we document & journcy coe-
wering musical, wort of ke 3 travelopue
That is how the iies originatod. | get 1o
el arcund 20 deys & mooth with oy
band and the Moo sort of evolved
wherein # was all about mwe traveling
0 ex; sonte o ical ingiratocs,
with her shooting whatever b going on
B as inchdents unfolded dwring the
theee yeurs that we were shooting this,
we covered 4 lot many aspects apart
from my performances. You see, |
rogard mowvell as more than st an
enertaines | o ard rame my voice
om things that seem ungair and al these
factory Jed to mone things, not uniike
the domino effect,

Those thrce yeurs were Un eye-
opener, of sarts 1 recall sy partaee
Ham Sampat. teling me that he thought
we were golag aound shooting

wflﬂlnﬁwn slf-indulgont., Bt
Brow coald | et bim bow werd

ous and cxBeusting B was, we
were trovelling across the
length and breadth of
the country, with Letle
10 no fusding and
caly a skeletal crew
at our dispossd. To

r

mentary, od 24 2 fun fim Hw
Nest time | wanched the fllen with peo-
ple in the theatre, | coudidelt bedieve that
p«Tk were actually laghing, or cry
ing Jor that matser, duriag certam seg-
ments of the Sl bocause none of i was
staged. §was ammsed by some xarnad
B peviesing my wong’ in Shad L;-
St -dnm,...-'zu.

tured In real time. We rmdf " 00
minste fllm from over 300 hours
worth of Sootage, | rec the fact that we
had 1o lot go of 2 Jot of the botage
(chachles heamily)

o you regret w0 vocal, snce,
In netrospect, you your veloe
has lod 10 fewer apportunitios in the

l“y

Not at all | pest thik [ might have
had sccem o more opportun Ehes that
il very litthe worth
I've always
believed that

L slaging an
4 unabashed

Radant Repa,

carrying

combal

boots, which & oot your reguilar em

ey,

1 beleve in v over quantity. |
have &3 song releises 10 my name
Grasted it mighe sot sousd e much,
but | woaldak want te deviate from my
style of working, Siging 3 sory to thou
sands of people, who commect with my
music, 1 8 concert Sovl msch mome
rewarding 25 & musiclan than geoerat-
uqfxﬂkmmnuang song. |
think | heve dome peetty well for
mysel L comidering how choosy | am.
T don't need 10 own five Forrars to fecl
succestlul Sacoem on your lerme
bound to be much more valuable than
the success you obesis afier plessing
othen, To be sbie 10 make an impact,
musically and atherwae, while heing
myseif s extsoncly rewarding

CP¥ou have sald that living Me on your
u-u-hyauqvw-hln-k

your jourmey Could you
pinn share the Instance that
comes bo your mind, concemnbmg this
statement?

Knowing that speaking my mind,
even though & might make mry journey
wrnewhat diffcut, makes things cas
ber for othens, | won ever unge my
ways. The very frst cxssnple that
comes 0 mind s tha of the NH?
Weekender. a music festival that | have
beon callng out for a while nos: Their
lopuided tion i sy
rlating have 50 acts, of more ot
every lestived, bng theie represen
1ution & & mere four per cent. In a coun
try Mke lodia, i the 2151 century does
that not seom shsar® But guess whee,
alter sever poars of Calling thers cut, jadt
& your beforr the pundensi, fomale rep-
resenistion 2 the Weekender festivals
wert up to 21 per cont. Now, | wasnl
invited % m at the lestival and
honestly, I did not expect them to coll
me sincy | am considered t0 be 2
whistheblower andior o troublemaler
Bt what ] Gidiseid afecied change. and
thee made me happy | am not syt
thet 1 sonc wias the root Caise for s
2 change, bat | certainly dicd my bit snd

1 do vt sppeet wht | had o expetience;
1he consequences of my actions

Mo you remember what your drosms
were when you first set H in this
Industny?

Of cosrse! [ agpired 10 astablah sy
vosce ds moy Tace and | think s Gir v
say that | have achieved my decam.
Mot people wint 10 become the best
playback in the industry, but # s not as
simpie as that, hy,;v u::;c. e
one emerges into the limdight s
 romantk - hewrthrakish song. they m

be stuck s g such songs for 4 loog
tame, ¥ ot fur the rest of their camver
Bearing this inmind, | have had 1o sy

00 10 2 Jot of opportunities asd in ret

rospect, they were wise deciions | have
turned down 0 many item numbers,
which urned ot 10 be commenislly
sucarafel and | donit regret any of it,
Past of rvyy s wis 10 SI0E 00 4 stige,
wiith Lakchs of fans o antendance. that is
something | realsed and | can tdll you
on good asthonty $hat nothing cn
protubly come chose %0 e adrenaline
rush you pet when scares of people are

chanting your same = an e
na 4 hundred people can help
mmh you soand good, but it s a

| game akogether when it

u-ms In Bive perfumances,

CTWhat route did you adope n your
career to reach where you are boday?

1 was very clese that | would not
Mgn wp with 3 record lebel 1 oam
extremedy free spisited and a4 & perior
mance artiste, | believe that heing in that
state of mend, completely kree of sy
reservations or limEstions, bs cyscnthal
lothriving ss an artte. | never fesced
1he Mica of detng sormenncs employee,
1 would never ssbject myself w0 a role
where soameone gets to dictase what |
anor can't do. And this comvction has
only grown stronger over the yoars

My docinies apphes for these tenes
o5 well where sochal medis and your
dighal un::mlnlh:uu.w}max
his this subconsckons unge o prodece
content that can obtam maxiomem
Tikes! Juant to be Clear. the internet has
sores of sdvartapes, bt i commes
with s shase of Swadvireages. | would-
ol wart o welke up and think about
what new antics | can do s with
my audience and budd my following o
foel important. Ever sioce [nsstagram
introduced the festure where you G
disable showing the number of Mkes'
your post has received, | F went
srad actrvated tha feature {nchiae 0 b
Jextamysed ! b0 the mentaliny the | ihould
do what gets the muaviornen likes |
could care less sbout something is triv
il as the numbers on sockll media.

To be governad by sockal media vak
idaticn witl be the bane of the coming
Enerimons, bt we e sow wed 1o thiy
reality | ook forward 1o the day when
we can ensertain such conwersations in
the public doman.

(Wer smumenne who i knows © he
wnapologetically hersell, have you
ever adjusted to somscthing?

Yes, of course! Adusament is the
way of bife. It would be very undair, on
1he verge of bl dictatortal, if 1 try h
have my way all the time, | can't be 13
all the time. | hawe the sense 10 s Tu»
gise when 1 am in the wiong. There is
N0 harm kn ad) , bt ot at the cost
of potog apiiest your poscoplcs and
value yysients,
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Festivel of Melbourne (1FFM), Shat
Up Some baggad the coveted award
hlk hnldumny o

“\

1 by, Sons Mob
ol voir and josriey, the ﬂllnh-bm\
conting aritical accdalm acros the
ghobe

As sosmeone who wears her heart
o Bt aleeve, MoRaputrs has never had
qeakms 0 bariog it @ with her audi
exce. Charming, unadsshed, and
untoppativ, she i ane of the mpor
it figueres debating the exists 0
der d‘l?:m wthg the i F
arts fracerniry s fndia. Her flm an
lenges the siatue guo and tackles the
projudices that run deep In the muac
inchastry in particular and Indian soci
ety in genenal while showing & jeurney
scoons the lesgth and bee of Indds
diverse Wadscape where she shares her
musicl socts and inspiestions that
range from folk, somd clasiaal to icon
i artins, Mirabei w Aswie Khvesess o
modorn-day influances 1hat make ber
& ockstee, playieyg 10 hundreds of
thoussamls 2t hey Ive concerts. I‘m-ual
bebow sre excarpis from the inserview

PWhat ked 40 the ety

Shut l’HAu 'nhsu.dl‘y-

ol the shots or dbd you trust
the  Dheeptl Gupta, had for the
documentary?

This & net your comventional doc
umentary wheee rase fumds
3 trust, To degin with, ndia

does not have o clear undesstanding of
documentaries 2nd thesekoew docsit
back it 4 & cnemastic modium, & s con
videred 8o be 2 very niche, 2etsy genre
So, most documentery filmmakers
tend 10 ook wedwand ko their fund
ing Being fimt-timers. i our case, we
had 50 vach iescstions or commections.
Bt 1 had 3o do thin. | ik that | wes
rni:dqpallhcwulnﬂ:lmhun
wanlt getting coough chanoes
express myself. | wis constantly fedling
chobid thet [ wasnd getting o dare ay
craft as often os | should, and the best
wiry 10 comba that feefleng wis 1o go and

do my owa thing which Iy crosting
ppocteniies for mysell For me, i was
sbout takiog hokl of the reos of sy
lie, inwtond of utting and complaining

thi
whh'lzw thoughts, | seached oot

b0 Deepti, an od friend of mine who
e ad & cinematographer. She
hond esrlier helpedd me with somse sk
videns bt his sever dmcied sihing
ld!vv.nidmmhnwd&:mr
posal that snce doth of us aee In kove
with the history and masic of out ed
uMdm!u\'Mmmnumm aw

manal.mdlunm&g\n
ma s how the idex ockginated. | m

sroved 20 deye 2 muonth
band and the Men sort of ank(d
wherein il was all shout me troveling

0 wome mankal inspiratioos,
with her shooting whatever b going on.
But o ncidents unfolded during the

three yeoes that we were shooting this,
we covered 2 lot many mpects apart
from iy performances. You see. [
nd swecll s moee San jedt an
uumlna Ipnn and raise oy voice
seem unter and el these
ﬁmngd 10 toose things, mot walike
the domipo effect
Thise Buice yours were s ey
opener, of sorts | recall my pannes
R Sampat, welling me it he hougle
we were going arosad shooting
nmnﬁ self-indulgent. fut
1 tell himn how weri- ~
ous and exhausting I was, we
were traveiling actoss the

fum

money fer
the pext sey
ment of our
shaox, As |

said, this s o run of e mill docw
mentary.

Thankfully we got @ editor of
Arun Gaurisars’s datee 10 come on
board wha, & o filmesaker himsel
crufod Sine Up Sona as the whalesome

package it is. It b a ﬂni{hl up
L) musicd, polinical com-
mentary, oo 24 2 fum flm. The

Nt timse | watched e flm with peo-
e in the theatre, | could't hebiove (hat
pn’:m-hum laughing, or cry-
ing Sor that msteer, dering certain wy
menis of the film, Decause nooe of f was
mp»ll-aumunl!vyuﬂ'um
s reviewing owy um&m Shar Up
Sowe; well, it was just ng 2, ap
tured in wealtime. We made 2 %0
mimse Gl from over 30 hours
worth of footags, 1 rue e fact hat we
had 10 let go of 2 ket of the kaotsge
(chaxcides heartiby )

D you regret belng so vecal, dnce,
i retrispect, you faising voloe
has bod 10 fewer fes in the
industry?

Not at all 1 just thiek 1 might have
had scew o vmnhzvun-tn that
Retke worth,

I've dlways
believed that

B snging & thow-
B and  songs
would ol
define me m
AR armiste,
that's not the
sont of legacy |

want to leave

inging
unabashed
Beshandi g

combat

SONA!

Singer, lyricist and music composer, SONA MOHAPATRA opens up about
her award-winning documentary in a conversation with CHRISTY VARGHESE
Inﬁ'mmhunhhllmimfﬁn

boots, which s not your regular bom

ng

T heliewe in quality over quantity. |
heve 8) song rolcmes 10 =y name
Granted, it might sot sound like emech,
but Twoukdnt wan i deviate from my
styke of we Skeging a song W thow
sands of peiple, who cosmect with my
musk, In a comert feeks much more
rewirding & & musioian thans generst-
c cosmmenstl mevie songs, |
1 have done pretty well for
nwull. commsdering how cRoowy 1 am,
1 don'y need 0 own five Ferrans o foel
sczendnl Sucoms on your lermm W
bound to be much more valsable thas
the yuccess poa obtain 2t pleasng
othess. To be able w0 make sn Impact,
musically seud otherwise, while being

myself s extremely rewanding

¥ow have sabd that living Me on your
terms and speaking your mind made
your jowrmey Could you
please shure the mtance that
comes 10 your mind, concern ey this
stalesnem?

Knowing speaking esy miod,
oven hough it might make my joumey
sesenewhial dEficul. makies things s

lex for others, T won) ever change sy
wars. The very fast example thet
comes W mind w that of the NH?
Werkender. a mnk: festval that 1 have
been calling out for » whille nose Thelr
lq-ubdmln thon s k-
rating have S0 st or more o
my?n-:l.b« their lezssde sepevum
taon b & mese four per cent. In & coun.
try like Indks, in the 21et cemtary does
that not veems absard! But guess what,
aficr seven yean of calling them out, judt
o your before the pandemie, female rep
resentation o the Weckender festivals
went sp to 21 per cent. Now, | waso't
inwvited 1 perform at the festival and
honesthy. | did not expect them fo call
me since 1 e com o be &
whistheblower andior » troublemakec
Dot what | did'sid affected change, and
thae mmadc e happy, | am sot say!
that T abome wias the root camse for
& change. but | certuinly did aey bk and

1 do not et whs | had %o expenence
the consexquances of aoy actions,

Mo you rememnber what vour drosns
were whes you first st oot in this
Indastry? — N
Of consse! | o eatabilinh ney
vouoe oo my fece and | sk # iy fair 0
sy the 1 have achaved sy droses
Mot people want 1o bocome the best
o the industry. bt it s sot s
simgle s that, Say, ivm e
one emenges inw the ) hﬁ
umm?ﬂkmlhh
b stuck singng such so: vhlhm‘
timmse, i mon Jor the test of thels Career
Bearing this in mind, §heve bad 1o sy
0 W0 & Jot of opportenities and In ree
raspect, they were wise dectsbons, | have
turned down so many e naobers,
which tursed oo 10 de comesescially
saccessful and | doslt regeet any of #
Purt of moy dream s 10 Sng 00 & stege.
with kakbs of & 30 attendunce, that
something | realised and | con 1l you
on ml ssthorty $ut noteng can
probebly come close 1o the adrenaline
rash you et when scoees of people v
.hamlﬁv-u name o an ce
Ina 2 hesdead un”
mmdnLu you sownd pood, but It s &
e dtogether whes it

comue 10 Ive performances.

CWhat route did you adogt In your
career o reach where you are today?

1 was very choar tha [ wonld st
sgn wp with & rocond lebd, 1 am
exmemely lree spitited snd &3 a perfor
arce anisie, | beliove that haing in the
ste of mind, completely free of any
reser vions of limBations, s essot il
10 thrivieg as s arste. | never fncied
the Miea of Betng someonc’s enplioyee.
1 woukd never subyect myself 10 2 role
where someone geis 10 dictate what |
can o can’t do. And thix conviction has
only grown stsonger over the pears

My decison 3 far theve temee
s well where social media ond your
dagral rules the oo, where coe
has lh:z(mmu wge 10 prodace
comtend that can obisin seaxiesam
Tikes' Just to be clear. the internet has
woees of sdvartages, bat i comser
with s share of dsadvantages. | woudd
nl want 8o weke up end thisk sbout
whet new antios | can do e with
mluulnu‘ mdlluldm ing o
feel tmportant, Ever sinve |
imroduced the festure vhvm
dusable showing the number of likes
your post has recoived, | happily went
and acivated the festuwe | 1o sab
et mpsef 10 the monsalty St 1 vl
do wha t; the maximwm Bkes. |
couhd care hess about something i triv
1l o the numbers on socel media

T be governod by sochl media vl
sdation will be the bane of $w coming
Ernerahons, dut we ae now usod to thes
reabty | ok forward o the day when
we can entertuin such conversations o
the public domain.

OFer somwone who is known & be
unapologetically l'ndf. have you
ever

o

You, of coane! Adpssment s the
way of life. 1t would be very unfir, on
the verge of being ditatoriel. if 1 iy 0
hurve my way ol e tisse [ cantde ns:
all the time. 1 have the somse 10 ape
ise when 1am ia the wioug. There s
00 e {0 adibasting, but oot the oot
of poing aprios your privciples sed
vidue systemm,
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ravel, music & reality

sSinger Sona Mohapatra’s
documentary Shut Up
Sona, which won the Best
Documentary Film Award
at the Indian Film
Festival of

Melbourne, says

itis a beautiful

validation by the

Indiam diaspora

Gurnaaz Kaon

“ felt 1 was pushed
against & comer in the
industry. 'was not get-
ting to sing as often as
I deserved to. And sit-

ting around and waiting for

others to give me an oppor-
tunity is not me," these
thoughts and emotions
became a breakthrough for

Sona Mohapatra, who then

decided to make a docu-

moentary and Shut Up Sona
was born
It recomtly won the Best

Documentary Film Award at

the prestigious Indian Film

Festival of Melbourne. Same

months back, 1t got the

National Award for Best Edit-

ing. The fiim that premiered

at MAMI in 2019 and won a

critics guild saard | has gone

oan to make a big impact at
the Rotterdam Festival, Got
teborg Festival, even win-
mng a specsal mention

Impact Docs Award

Unapaologetic to speak up
and make her voioe heard,
this singer is-excited about
her film travelling far and
wide to the best of interna-
tonsl festival “Winning
the IFFM was par-
ticularly like &
beautiful valida-
tion by the

Indian diaspo-

ra. When you get an Indian
award or an award like
IFFM. it shows your own
people, are celebrating
your yourney and what you
have to say. They believe in
your voice that says a lot
needs to be changed

EQUAL SPACE
Directed by Deepti Gupta,
the feature Jength film res-
onates with every woman's
search for an equal spaceina
culture ndden with millen
nia of misogyny.

In its wnati age, the moti-
vation was to share her love
for music, history and the
cultural mfluence that her
tunes draw from the vanious
alkys of India, “The plan
to cover the length

and
breadth of my country, to
connect dots for my musioal
inspiration, my kwve for rav
el and history. So, whether |
went to Nizamuddin Dargak
where gawwalis have been

sung for 800 years or 10 Vrin-
davan to trace the joumey of
Meerabat, who in my eyes is
a rock star since even after
being a princess, 400 vears
ago she could sing and dance
openly {(a sign of a stromg
worman who impacted the
society in incredible
wuys), [ was in search

of these inspirations

and showcase them

to peaple.

I{ NEW NARRATIVE
But as the fim
began to roll,
the tumuk
tuous bfe
events  of
this singer
began o
shape a

Deepti Gupta and S

new narmative, “So many inci-
dents were happening in my
life that was so full of conflict
and so masaledaar s010 say,
A cnminal notice for a video
that bed to many visits to the
palice statiom, then a big
debate on natonal TV, get-
ting threats, all this was
painful and taxing but not
new for me. Dunng the
Salman Khan trall, 1 had
spent three months run
ning to police station every
other day. 1 was severely
trolled with death threats,
acid attack threats and so
much more,”

Al this paint, ber pariner
Ram Sampath gave & sugges-
tion that made all the sense
1o Song. "Ram sad your life is
=0 full of conflict, there's 30
much % reveal, so why are
you caught upmlh< M\ trav-

-'Itvl.dl reflect
your own journey too!®

REAL TAKE

Sona was producing
because there was no plan
of making it about
then the film became
Up S¢ And she
But that is how the dmu
mentary mrn'..h is, it c.ap

was very masaledanr and
film-woethy at that time

Already woeking on a
sequel, Sona has tithed 1t
Please Sing Sona and says it
will be a palitical-music doe-
umentary with a very strong
gender narrative. s not
your typical serous doou
mentary; it s a ot of gaalt
gaioch, muske, fan and crazi
ness ut the heart ol 1"

i

[
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TRYING '
10 SLO

\ctor Pankaj Tripathi says his hectic shooting schedules over the la

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

wgandha tawdd Mrd Lantmes (am
sk Tripathiisat
one to complin aboat
o packed work
schedule. It's evidemt
from the fact that in
the last onc-anda-half yoar
itseldf, he had as many as eight
projocts releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2ctor confesses this tight
shooting schedule has started
10 take a soll on him and he
fecls it's time to take a pouse
and rest for a while.

“The packed shootlng
schodule beoomes hectic
Personal Itfe affect hone se
zyvada physical strain hota hai
mujhe baht. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda kam

kaam karun, thodhi chut
rahe, so F'm trying 1o balance
it.” Tripathi tells us

And to casure that, he's
trying to chalk out u plan,
“Soch mba hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathi
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a permonent place
for himecl! in showbdz. In fiact,
when the world was ona
stand still in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
propcts, such as Mirsapur 2,
Ludo, Extrection, Ganjn
Saxena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justice: Behind Closed
Doors, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

"-’,...‘.v
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wants to rest for a while now

Fukrey gong for the thind
Insalment

“T'm not getting any break at
the moment, wsually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of three-
four days,” says the nowor,
who's awaltng the reease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him o
pash his limits is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, I met
some officiak from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh, and the
way they were treafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
hnow me.” says the actor.
adding that he feels humbled
by all the acclamm that &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty, with no
gimmick. | pever thoaght that

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke fitd
mohabbat katse Inutainga. As
an actor, | can only give back
through my work, something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured 1o get the Diversity
in Cinerma award at the ludian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jima bhi
pyaar, sunas aur paisa miley
hamesho kam hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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\ctor Pankaj Tripathi says his hectic shooting schedules over the I
wants o rest for a while now

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

swigandha e wadd Mrdw Lantmes (am
sk Tripathiisat
one to complain about
o packed work
schedule. It's evidenmt
from the fact that in
the last onc-and-a-half yoar
itself, he had as many as eight
projects releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
20ctor confesses this tight
shooting schedule has started
10 take a tofl on him and he
fedls it's time 10 take a pouse
and rest for a while.

“The packed shootlng
schedule beoomes hectic
Personal Itfe affect hone se
zyada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda kn

kaam karun, thodhi chutl
rahe, so F'm trying 1o balance
it.” Tripathd tells us

And 1o casure that, he's
trying to chalk out u plan,
“Soch mba hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathi
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a permonent plhce
for himeel! in showbdz. In fiact,
when the world was ona
stand still in 2020, be ket
going, with release of diverse
projcts, such as Mirsapur 2,
Ludo, Extrection, Gunjun
Saxena: The Karghl Gird,
Criminal Justice: Behind Closed
Doers, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“V'm not getting any break at
the moment, wsually | stant
shooting in a matter of three
four days,” says the oo,
who's awaltng the redease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him w
pash his Limis is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Recently, I met
some officiaks from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh. and the
way they were treating and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
know me.” says the actor.
ndding that he feels humbled
by all the scclaim that &
coming his way.

“All these years, P've only
worked with honesty, with no
gimmick. | never thoaght that

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke itd
mohabbat katse Inamnga. As
an actor, | can oaly give back
through my work. something
which resonntes with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured 1o get the Diversity
i Cinema award at the lndian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jitna bhi
Pyaar, samas aur paisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
concludes,




Hardly

{anonymous}

communicationns

Date 28th Aug 2021
Publication Hindustan Times
Edition Chandigarh

)

,
51
i®

S R

’,

e TN,

.
o

>t
By

ey i
P i, A
s vy

Heaa

.

\ctor Pankaj Tripathi says his hectic shooting schedules over the I

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal kaam karun, thodhi chut
w  rahe, so fm wrying 1o balance

gandha tew AR Mt Lan tm ey it." Tripathi tells us

mnkaj Tripathiisa't And to casure that, he's

one to complain about  trying to chalk out u plan,

o packed work "Soch mba hoon next year s

schedule. It's evidem speed kam karun.” Tripathi

from the fact that in says, though he's still upsure
the last onc-and-a-half year how all that will fall into place.
ieself, he had as many as eight Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
projects releasing one after has carved a pormanent plhce
the other. However, now, the for himecl! in showbdz. In fact,
2ctor confesses this tight when the world was ona
shooting schedule has started  stand il in 2020, be kept
10 take a sofl on him and he going, with release of diverse
fels it's time %0 take o pouse projects, such as Mirzapur 2
and rest for a while. Ludo, Extrection, Ganjun

“The packed shootlng Saxena: The Karghl Girl,

schodule beoomes hectic Criminal Justice: Behind Closed
Personal life affect hone s¢ Doers, through OTT, while in
zyada physical strainhotahai 202 he had Kaggaz and Mirmi

mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda km

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“T'm not getting any break at
the moment, usually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of three-
four days,” says the ictor,
who's awaltng the redease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him o
pash his limits is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, I met
some officiaks from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh. and the
way they were ireafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
hnow me.” says the actor.
ndding that he feels humbled
by all the acclamm that &
coming his way

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty, with no
gimmick. | pever thoaght that

wants Lo rest for a while now

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke itnd
mohabbat katse Inamnga. As
an actor, | can oaly give back
through my work something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured o get the Diversity
i Cinema award at the lndian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jitna bhi
Pyaar, smas aur paisa miley
hamesho kam hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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\ctor Pankaj Tripathi savs his hectic shooting schedules over the last

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

wigandha tawad® Srd Lan ey (am
makaj Tripathiisa’t
one to complain about
o packed work
schedule. It's evidem
from the fact that in
the last onc-and-a-hall year
itseldl, he had as many as eight
projects releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2ctor confesses this tight
shooting schedule has staried
10 take a 1ol on him and he
fels it's time 0 take o pruse
and rest for a while.

“The packed shooting
schodule beoomes hectic
Personal life affect hone se
7yada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important foe
me. Now, | feel ke thoda kam

kaam karun, thodhi chut
rahe, so F'm trying 1o balance
it.” Tripathi tells us

And to casure that, he's
trying to chalk out u plan,
"Soch b hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathd
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a pormonent place
for himecl! in showbdz. In fact,
when the world was ona
stand il in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
projects, such as Mirsapur 2,
Ludo, Extrection, Ganjn
Saxena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justice: Behind Closed
Doors, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

Fukrey gong for the thind
Insalment.

“T'm not getting any break at

the moment, wsually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of three
four days,” says the actor,
who's awaltng the redease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him w
pash his limiks is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Recently, I met
some officads from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh, and the
way they were treafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
know me.” says the actoe.
adding that he feels humbled
by all the acclamm that &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty, with no
gimmick. | never thoaght that

wants Lo rest for a while now

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke itmd
mohabbat katse Imgamnga. As
an actor, | can only give back
through my work something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who sdds he's
honoured 1o get the Diversity
in Cinema award at the lndian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intemational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
alwarys wand our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jimna bhi
pyaar, siuman aur paisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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few vears have left him tired and he wants to rest for a while now

Sugandha Rawal
sigandha e wadd SMrd Lan tmey (am

kaam karun, thodhi chut
rahe, so F'm trying 10 balance

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke itd

it.” Tripathi tells us T'mnot gettingany break st mohabbat katse Intamnga. As
snkaj Tripathiisn't And 1o casure that, he's the moment, wsually | stan an actor, | can oaly give back
one to complain about  trying to chalk out u plan, shoosing (0 a matter of three through my work. something
o packed work “Soch mba hoon next year s four days,” says the nctor, which resonates with them,”
schedule. It's evidemt speed kam karun.” Tripathd who's awalnng the redease of avers Tripathi, who adds he's
from the fact that in says, though he's still unsure two films, including 83 honoured to get the Diversity
the last onc-anda-hall year how all that will fall into place. What motivates him o in Cinerma award at the ladian
itself, he had as many as eigh Over the years, Tripathl, 44,  posh his imisis the loweand  Film Festival of Melboume
projects releasing one after has carved a pormonent place  nppreciation he getsfromthe  (IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
the other. However, now, the for himecl! in showbdz_ In fact,  sudience. “Recently, I met every awand comes with huge
2ctor confesses this tight when the world was ona some officials from the Army meaning and relevance,
shooting schedule has started  stand still in 2020, be kept and CISF in Ladakh, and the shares the actor.
10 take a sofl on him and he going, with release of diverse way they were treafing and “From diversity to cinema
fedls it's time 10 take a pouse projcts, such as Mirsapur 2 praising me loft me emotional.  to an intermational platform,
and rest for a while. Ludo, Extrection, Ganjun I never thought that they'd the mvard has so many things
“The packed shooting Saxena: The Karghl Gird, know me.” says the actor. which makes it special We
schodule beoomes hectic Criminal Justice: Betind Closed  adding that he feels humbled always want our work 10 be
Personal Itfe afYect hone se Doors, through OTT, while in by all the scclamm that & watched and appreciated by
zyada physical strainhotahai 202 he had Kaggaz and Mirmi coming his way. all. And abhineta ko jima bhi

mughe baht. | fed plysical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda km

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty, with no
gimmick. I never thoaght that

pyaar, siumas aur paisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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tryin

to slow

Sugandha Rawal

sugandhaawsiDhindus tznimes.com

ankaj Tripathi isn't one
P tocomplainabouta

packed work schedule.

It's evident from the
fect that in the last one-and-a-
half year itself, he had as many
aseight projects releasing cne
after the ather, However, now,
the actor contesses this Gght
shooting schedule has started
o take a all on him and he
feelsic's fime to take a pause
and rest for a while.

“The packed shooting
schedule becomes hectic,
Personal life affecr hone se
zvada physical scrain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. 1 feel physical
vest has become important lor
me, Now, T feel ke thada kam
kaam karun, thodhi chuti
rahe, so I'm trying to balance
it Tripathi tells us,

And o ensure that, he’s
trying tochalk outa plan.
“Soch raha hoon next wear s
specd kum karun,” Tripathi
says, hough he's still unsure
haoe all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathl. 44,
has carved & permanent place
for himscelf in showbiz. In fact,
when the world wasona
standstill in 2020, he kept
going, with release of diverse
projects, such as Mirzapur 2.
Ludo, Extraction, Cunjan
Sixena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justice: Rehind Closed
Doars, through OTT, while in
2021 he hed Kaggoz and Mimi.

Now, he has started
sheeting another seriesin
Ladakh, and will then jnin the
Fukrey gang for the third
instalment

“I'm not getting any break at
the moment, usnally T st
shooting in a matter of chree-
four days.” says the actor,

whe'sawaiting the release of
two films, including '83.
What motivates him to
push bis litits is the love and
appreciation he gets from the
audience. “Recently, T met
some officials from the Army
and CISE in Ladakh. and the
way they were (reating and

praising me left me emotional.

I never thoughe that they'd
know me,"” says the actor,
adding that he feels humbled
by all the acclaim that is
coming his way.

“All these years, I've oaly
veorked with honesty, with no
gimmick. [ never thought that
I'd gerso much love. Mijhe
samajh nahi aata ke imi
mohabbat kaise lautaunga. As
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an actor, I can enly give hack
through my work, something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, whwo adds he's
honoured w get the Diversity
in Cinema award at the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne
{LFFM}. Inan actor’s tareer,
every award comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
Lo an international platforn,
the awand has so many things
which makes it special. We
always want our worls to be
watched and appreciated by
all, And abhineta ko jitna bhi
pyaar. saman aor paisa miley
hamesha kum hi lagta hai,” he
concludes,
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\ctor Pankaj Tripathi savs his hectic shooting schedules over the las
wants to rest for a while now

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

sgandha e w b Srde Lan tm ey (am
mkaj Tripathiisat
one to complain about
o packed work
schedule. It's evidemt
from the fact that in
the last onc-anda-half year
ieseldf, he had as many as eight
projocts releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2ctor confesses this tight
shooting schedule has started
10 take a 1ol on him and he
fecls it's time 10 take a pouse
and rest for a while.

“The packed shooting
schodule beoomes hectic
Personal ltfe affect hone se
7yada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda kam

kaam karun, thodhi chutl
rahe, so F'm trying 10 balance
it.” Tripathi tells us

And to casure that, he's
urying to chalk out u plan,
“Soch rmbia hoon pext year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathi
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a permonent plhce
for himecl! in showbdz. In fiact,
when the world was ona
stand il in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
projcts, such as Mirzapur 2,
Ludo, Extrection, Ganjn
Saxena: The Karghl Gird,
Criminal Justice; Behind Closed
Doors, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“T'm not getting any break at
the moment, wsually | stan
shooting (n a matter of three
four days,” says the nctor,
who's awaltng the redease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him o
pash his Limis is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, L met
some officlals from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh. and the
way they were treasing and
praising me loft me emotional
I never thought that they'd
know me.” says the actor.
acdding that he feels humbled
by all the scclaim that &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty. with no
gimmick. I never thoaght that

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke itd
mohabbat katse Ingamnga. As
an actor, | can only give back
through my work. something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured 1o get the Diversity
in Cinerma award at the lndian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jita bhi
pyaar, siuman aur piisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

wigandha taw il Srde Lan tm ey aim
snkaj Tripathiisn’t
one to complin about
a packed work
schedule. It's evidem
from the fact that in
the last onc-anda-half year
itseldf, he had as many as eight
projects releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2001 confesses this tight
shooting schedule has started
10 1ake a ol on him and he
fedls it's time o take o pause
and rest for a while.

“The packed shootlng
schodule beoomes hectic
Personal Itfe affect hone se
zyvada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda ko

kaam karun, thodhi chut
rahe, so f'm trying 1o balance
it.” Tripathi tells us

And to casure that, he's
urying to chalk out u plan,
"Soch mbia hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathi
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a permonent plhce
for himecl! in showbdz. In fact,
when the world was ona
stand il in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
projcts, such as Mirsapur 2
Ludo, Extrection, Gunjan
Savena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justicr; Behind Closed
Doers, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the
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wants to rest for a while now

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“V'm not getting any break at
the moment, usually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of threes
four days,” says the nctor,
who's awalnng the rdease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him w
pash his limis is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, I met
some officials from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh. and the
way they were treafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
know me.” says the actor.
adding that he feels humbled
by all the scclamm that &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty. with no
gimmick. | pever thoaght that

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sats ke ftd
mohabbat katse Imgamnga. As
an actor, | can only give back
through my work something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured to get the Diversity
in Cinema award at the ludian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it specal We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jimna bhi
pyaar, siman aur piisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal

wigandha taw il Srde Lan tm ey aim
snkaj Tripathiisn’t
one to complin about
a packed work
schedule. It's evidem
from the fact that in
the last onc-anda-half year
itseldf, he had as many as eight
projects releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2001 confesses this tight
shooting schedule has started
10 1ake a ol on him and he
fedls it's time o take o pause
and rest for a while.

“The packed shootlng
schodule beoomes hectic
Personal Itfe affect hone se
zyvada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda ko

kaam karun, thodhi chut
rahe, so f'm trying 1o balance
it.” Tripathi tells us

And to casure that, he's
urying to chalk out u plan,
"Soch mbia hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathi
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a permonent plhce
for himecl! in showbdz. In fact,
when the world was ona
stand il in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
projcts, such as Mirsapur 2
Ludo, Extrection, Gunjan
Savena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justicr; Behind Closed
Doers, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the
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wants to rest for a while now

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“V'm not getting any break at
the moment, usually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of threes
four days,” says the nctor,
who's awalnng the rdease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him w
pash his limis is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, I met
some officials from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh. and the
way they were treafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
know me.” says the actor.
adding that he feels humbled
by all the scclamm that &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty. with no
gimmick. | pever thoaght that

I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sats ke ftd
mohabbat katse Imgamnga. As
an actor, | can only give back
through my work something
which resonates with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured to get the Diversity
in Cinema award at the ludian
Film Festival of Melboume
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it specal We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jimna bhi
pyaar, siman aur piisa miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
conchudes,
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\ctor Pankaj Tripathi savs his hectic shooting schedules over the |
wants o rest for a while now

few vears have left him tired and he

Sugandha Rawal
wgandha e w bR Mt Lan tmes (am

soka Tripathiisa’t

one to complain about

o packed work

schedule. It's evidem

from the fact that in
the last onc-anda-half yoar
itself, he had as many as eight
projoects releasing one after
the other. However, now, the
2cor confiesses this tight
shooting schedule has staned
10 1ake a 1ol on him and he
fedls it's tame 1o take o pouse
and rest for a while.

“The packed shootlng
schodule heoomes hectic
Personal Itfe affect hone se
zyada physical strain hota hai
mujhe bahwt. | fed plwsical
rest has become important for
me. Now, | feel ke thoda kam

kaam karun, thodhi chu
rahe, so F'm trying 10 balance
it.” Tripathd tells us

And to casure that, he's
urying to chalk out u plan,
"Soch mbia hoon next year s
speed kam karun.” Tripathd
says, though he's still unsure
how all that will fall into place.

Over the years, Tripathi, 44,
has carved a pormonent plhce
for himecl! in showbdz. In fiact,
when the world was ona
stand still in 2020, be kept
going, with release of diverse
proxcts, such as Mirzapur 2
Ludo, Extrection, Gunjan
Saxena: The Karghl Girl,
Criminal Justice; Behind Closed
Doors, through OTT, while in
202 be had Kaggaz and Mirmi.

Now, he has started
shooting another series in
Ladakh, and will then join the

Fukrey gong for the thind
insalment

“T'm not getting any break at
the moment, wsually | stan
shooting (0 a matter of threes
four days,” says the nctor,
who's awaltng the rdease of
two films, including 83

What motivates him w
pash his Limis is the love and
nppreciation he gets from the
sudience. “Hecently, I met
some oflicialks from the Army
and CISF in Ladakh, and the
way they were treafing and
praising me loft me emotional
Inever thought that they'd
know me.” says the actoe.
adding that he feels humbled
by all the scclamm tha &
coming his way.

“All these years, 've only
worked with honesty. with no
gimmick. | pever thoaght that
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I'd get so much love. Mujhe
samajh nahd sata ke ftd
mohabhat katse Imgamnga. As
an actor, | can oaly give back
through my work something
which resoantes with them,”
avers Tripathi, who adds he's
honoured to get the Diversity
in Cinema award at the ladian
Film Festival of Melbourme
(IFFM). In anactor’s carcer,
every awand comes with huge
meaning and relevance,
shares the actor.

“From diversity to cinema
to an intermational platform,
the mvard has so many things
which makes it special We
always want our work 10 be
watched and appreciated by
all. And abhineta ko jitma bhi
Pyaar, samas aur piiss miley
hamesho kum hi lagta hai,” he
concludes,
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Tete-a-tete with Pankaj Tripathi

GALORE

The actor opens up, in a conversation with KHusHBu KirTi, about how his family
thought he would become an aircraft maintenance employee with an airline

hen 1tell you 1 spoke with
mee«m: as down to
carth as Panka) Tripathi,

Tam not sure if you will be able to
fathom the depths of the truth in
the statement. [n a heartfelt conver-
sation with him, the award-win-
ning actor cogitated about how you
an never accomplish the true
definition of ‘achievement’ and
that it is very subjective,

He confiessed, “There's nothing
hike that, there is no hallmark of
achievement in the field of art
Since this i not a race that [ can fin-
ish in eight seconds, every time |
reach a milestone, | want to explore
moee. There is no “best actor’ in the
world”

He commented on how, in his
perception, we are all like sea-
explorers, where the sea is the
metaphor for hfe. “This process of
exploration for us will continue for-
ever. In lfe, we will never know the
script of tomorrow”

He narrated a delightful inci
dent from his childhood, as he
exphained, “my village was 50 kms
from Nepal and I was very yosng.
There was a specific pundit who
did palmistry, and reading my
hand, he told the elders that 1 am
destined for numerous infemation
al travels in future. | remember

vividly that there were four-five
elders stting on the draupaal very
worred for my future. They did-
it think 1 could reach a stage where
1 would have the money to travel
voluntarily. So, they predicted |
would be an employee, a technécian
or something, of Air India, because
there was no other way | would
have made forcign trips in future”

“1 don't know how 1 recalled
this incident suddenly’” be laughed.

Tripathi, who recently b«&fcd
the Diversity in Cinema award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Mebourne (IFFM), claimed in a
recent interview that be had accom
plished more than he expected.
After following up on the same, he
heartily expressed, “The mere fact
that there are some people in
Mebourne who know my name in
iselfis a big deal for me. | am shak-
en, at times, at the magnitude of the
things around me”

In a slightly emotional tone, he
added, “when some upper-rank
officers, who were located at high
altitudes, tokd me that they down-
load my content and take it with
them to watch it, T was shocked. |
diadnt know how to accept it. | gen-
uinely couldnt understand whether
I should thank them, or show
another gesture. | was humbled at

just the thought of it 1 thanked
them and then God for bringing on
this unexpected journey”

As 1praised his .wlin% and the
most realistic roles he plays, the
Mirzapur series star credited
National School of Drama where he
studied, for helping him make his
characters relatable, in addition to
his poignant personal experiences
in life and a dash of imagination,
He continued, “acting is a product
for which the recipe Is complicat-
ed. Every time you have to change
the ingredients and alter the tim-
ing. Acting/our job is a beautiful
story that is hard to express in
words”

He quoted Anumg Kashyvap
who had previously commented an
his diverse portrayal of various
roles, “One commendable thing
about Pankaj is that he does mul-
tiple and diverse projects at once -
a commercial budget film, inde
pendent cinema and a short film,
too”

The actor was nominated
recently at IFFM for Best
Performance (Male) in the film cat-
egory for Ludo and for the Best
Performance {Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2.

Asking him what he specifical
Iy looks for in a script, he answered,

the script should be fun for him
According 1o him, a small mes-
sage, a litthe sensibility and
enpoyment go a Jong way. *1 like
1o have fun with the portray-
al of my roles. Sensibility is
preasant, but nonsense is fun,
too. Ahead, you will be sur-
prised to see the kvl of non
sensical characters | have
played. When non-sense
becomes extreme, it starts
making sense” he grinned.

Talking about his short-
film Laali which also made it
to IFFM this year, be said, “the
director met me at the airport
and narrated the sory tome in
thirty minutes. I was impressed
by her passion and decided 10 be
a part of the film It revolves
around a lonely man who is Jost in
Tis own world, and is a prisoner of
his past and present ordeals. It is
hardly a forty minute venture,
with negligible dialogues, It is a
beautiful tale”

On the lines of OTT platforms
becoming trendy, he noted,"OTT
mediums provide an unlimited
screen, The work is globally acces-
sible because of the same, It does-
't matter what money the movie
makes at its opening Here, the
actual content matters. Whethera
plot line is good or not makes or
breaks it. There has been tremen-
dous improvement in cinema. Now
good actors are getting work”

Tripathi will be seen playing
the role of PR Man Singh in his
upcoming movie 83. He
expressed, “my character in 83 is
very unexpected. Even dd crick-
¢t fans would not be aware of
the contribution of Man Singh
in the 1983 world cup, since
team-managers, like directors,
are behind the camera and so
are lesser known. I'm very excit
o for the response of my asdience”

.
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hen 1tell you 1 spoke with
meﬂmc as down to
carth as Panka) Tripathi,

1am not sure if you will be able to
fathom the depths of the truth in
the statement. [n a heartfelt conver-
sation with him, the award-win-
ning actor cogitated about how you
can never accomplish the true
definition of ‘achievement’ and
that it is very subjective,

He confessed, “There's nothing
hike that, there is no hallmark of
achievement in the field of art.
Since this i not a race that [ can fin-
ish in cight seconds, every time |
reach a milestone, | want to explore
moee. There ks no "best actor’ in the
world”

He commented on how, in his
perception, we arce all like sea-
explorers, where the sea is the
metaphor for hife. “This process of
exploration for us will continue for-
ever. In lfe, we will never know the
script of tomorrow”

He narrated a delightful inci
dent from his childhood, as bhe
explained, “my village was 50 kms
from Nepal and I was very young,
There was a spexific pundit who
did palmistry, and reading my
hand, he told the elders that T am
destined for numerous infemation
al travels in future. | remember

LAURELS
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Tete-a-téte with Pankaj Tripathi
The actor opens up, in a conversation with KHusHBu KirTi, about how his family
thought he would become an aircraft maintenance employee with an airline

vividly that there were four-five
elders stting on the dum&m! very
worred for my future. They did-
it think I could reach a stage where
1 would have the money to travel
voluntarily. So, they predicted 1
would be an employee, a technéclan
or something, of Air India, because
there was no other way | would
have made forcign trips in future”

“1 don't know how 1 recalled
this incident suddenly’” he laughed.

Tripathi, who recently bagged
the Diversity in Cinema award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Mekbourne (IFFM), claimed in a
recent interview that be had accom
plished more than he expected,
After following up on the same, he
heartily expressed, " The mere fact
that there are some people in
Melbourne who know my name in
iselfis a big deal for me. | am shak-
en, at times, at the magnitude of the
things around me”

[n a slightly emotional tone, he
added, “when some upper-rank
officers, who were located at high
altitudes, tokd me that they down-
load my content and take it with
them to watch it, T was shocked, |
didn’t know how to accept it. | gen
ulnely couldnt understand whether
1 should thank them, or show
another gesture. | was humbled at

just the thought of it 1 thanked
them and then God for bringing on
this unexpected journey”

As 1 praised his acting and the
most realistic roles he plays, the
Mirzapur series star credited
National School of Drama where he
studied, for helping him make his
characters relatable, in addition to
his poignant personal experiences
in life and a dash of imagination,
He continued, "acting is a product
for which the recipe Is complicat-
ed. Every time you have to
the ingredients and alter the tim-
ing. Acting/our job is a beautiful
story that is hard to express in
words”

He quoted Anumg Kashyap
who had previously commented on
his diverse portrayal of various
roles, “"One commendable thing
about Pankaj is that he does mul-
tiple and diverse projects at once -
a commercial budget film, inde
pendent cinema and a short film,
too”

The actor was nominated
recently at IFFM for Best
Performance (Male) in the film cat-
egory for Ludo and for the Best
Performance {Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2,

Asking him what he specifical
ly looks for in & script, he answered,

GALORE

the script should be fun for him
According to him, a small mes-
sage, a litthe sensibility and
enpoyment go a Jong way. *1 like
1o have fun with the portray-
al of my roles. Sensibility is
pleasant, but nonsense is fun,
too. Ahead, you will be sur-
prised to see the kv of non
sensical characters | have
played. When non-sense
becomes extreme, it starts
making sense” he grinned.

Talking about his short-
film Lacli which also made it
to IFFM this year, he said, “the
director met me at the airport
and narrated the gorytome in
thirty minutes. ] was impressed
by ber passion and decided 1o be
a part of the film It revolves
around a lonely man who is Jost in
Tis own world, and is a prisoner of
his past and present ordeals. It is
hardly a forty minute venture,
with nc%hgublc dialogues, It is a
beautiful tale”

On the lines of OTT platforms
becoming trendy, he noted,"OTT
mediums provide an unlimited
screen, The work is globally acces-
sible because of the same, It does-
n't matter what money the movie
makes at its opening. Here, the
actual content matters. Whethera
plot line is good or not makes or
breaks it. There has been tremen-
dous improvement in cinema. Now
good actors are getting work”

Tripathi will be seen playing
the role of PR Man Singh in his
upcoming movie 83. He
expressed, “my character in 83 is
very unexpected. Even dd crick-
¢t fans would not be aware of
the contribution of Man Singh
in the 1983 world cup, since
team-managers, like directors,
are behind the camera and so
are lesser known. I'm very excit
ad for the response of my andience”
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Tete-a-t6te with Pankaj Tripathi
The actor opens up, in a conversation with KHusHBu KirTi, about how his family
thought he would become an aircraft maintenance employee with an airline

hen 1 tedl you I spoke with
Wmmcnnr as down to
carth as Pankaj Tripathi,

[ am not sure if you will be able to
fathom the depths of the truth in
the staterment, [n a heartfelt conver
sation with him, the award-win-
ning actor cogitated about how you
can never accomplish the true
definition of ‘achievement’ and
that it is very subjective,

He confessed, “ There's nothing,
like that, there is no hallmark of
achievement in the field of art,
Since this is not a race that | can fin
ish in eight seconds, every time |
reach a mikestone, | want 1o explore
move. There is no ‘best actor’ in the
world”

He commented on how, in his
perception, we are all like sea-
explorers, where the sea s the
metaphor for life. "This process of
exploration for us will continue for-
ever. In life, we will never know the
script of tomorrow”

He narrated a delightful inci-
dent from his childhood, as he
explained, “my village was 50 kms
from Nepal and 1 was very young,
There was a specific pundit who
did palmistry, and reading my
hand, he 10ld the elders that 1 am
destined for numerous internation-
al travels In future. [ remember

LAURELS GALORE

vividly that there were four-five
ekders sitting on the draupaal very
warried for my fature, They did

nit think 1 could reach a stage where
1 would have the money to travel
voluntarily, So, they predicted |
would be an employee, a technician
or something, of Air India, because
there was no other way 1 would
have made foreign trips in future”

“I don't know how 1 recalled
thisincident suddenly” he laughed,

Tripathi, who recently bagged
the Diversity in Cinema award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), claimed in a
recent nterview that he had accom
plished more than he expected.
After following up on the same, he
heartily expressed, "The mere fact
that there are some people in
Melbourne who know my name in
itself s a big deal for me. | am shak-
en, at times, at the magnitude of the
things around me”

In aslightly emotional tone, he
added, “when some upper-rank
officers, who were located at high
altitudes, told me that they down-
load my content and take # with
them to watch it, I was shocked. |
didn't know how to acceptit. [ gen
uinely couldn) understand whether
I should thank them, or show
another gesture. 1 was humbled at

just the thought of it. I thanked
them and then God for bringing on
this unexpected journcy”

As | praised his acting and the
maost realistic roles he plays, the
Mirzapur series star credited
National School of Drama where he
studied, for helping him make his
characters relatable, in addition to
his poignant personal experiences
in life and a dash of imagination
He continued, “acting is a product
for which the recipe is \‘omgl'xnl
ed, Every time you have to change
the ingredients and alter the tim
ing, Acting/our job is a beautiful
story that is hard 1o express in
words”

He quoted Anurag Kashyap
who had previously commented on
his diverse portrayal of various
roles, “One commendable thing
about Pankaj is that he does mul-
tiple and diverse projects at once -
a commercial budget film, inde-
pendent cdnema and a short film,
100"

The actor was nominated
recently at IFFM for Best
Performance (Male) in the film ca-
egory for Ludo and for the Best
Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzapur 2.

Asking him what he specifical
lylooks for in a script, he answered,

the script should be fun for him
According to him, a small mes-
sage, a litthe sensibility and
emoyment go 2 long way. 1 like
to have fun with the portray
al of my roles. Sensibility is
pleasant, but nonsense is fun,
100, Ahead, you will be sur-
prised to see the level of non
sensical characters 1 have
played. When non-sense
becomes extreme, it starts
making sense” he grinned,

Talking about his short-
film Laali which also made it
to IFFM this year, he said, “the
director met me at the airport
and narrated the story tome in
thirty minutes. [ was impressed
by her passion and decided 10 be
a part of the film, It revolves
around a lonely man who is lost in
his own world, and is a prisoner of
his past and present ordeals. It is
hardly a forty minute venture,
with negligible dialogues. It is a
beautiful tale”

On the lines of OTT platforms
becoming trendy, he noted,"OTT
mediums provide an unlimited
screen. The work is globally acces
sible because of the same. it does
n't matter what money the movie
makes at its opening. Here, the
actual content matters Whether a
plot line is good or not makes or

aks it. There has been tremen-
dous improvement in cimema. Now
good actors are getting work”

Tripathi will be seen playing
the role of PR Man Singh in his
upcoming movie 33. He
expressed, “my character in 83 is
very unexpected. Even old crick-
et tans would not be aware of
the contribution of Man Singh
in the 1983 world cup, since
team-managers, like directors,
are behind the camera and so
arelesser known. I'm very excit-
ad for the response of my audience”
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Téte-a-téte with Pankaj Tripathi
The actor opens up, in a conversation with KHusHsu KirTi, about how his family
thought he would become an aircraft maintenance employee with an airline

hen 1 tdl you | spoke with
Wsumcunc as down to
earth as Pankaj Tripathi,

I am not sure if you will be able to
fathom the depths of the truth in
the statement. [n a heartfelt conver-
sation with him, the award-win
ning actor cogitated about how you
an never accomplish the true
definition of ‘achievement’ and
that it is very subjective.

He confessed, “Theres nothing
like that, there is no hallmark of
achievement in the field of art
Since this is not a race that I can fin-
ish in eght seconds, every time [
rexch a miestone, | want to explore
maore. There s no ‘best actor’ in the
world”

He commented on how, in his
perception, we are all like sea-
explorers, where the seax Is the
metaphor for life, “This process of
exploration for us will continue for-
ever. [n life, we will never know the
script of tomorrow!”

He narrated a delightful inci-
dent from his childbood, as he
exphined, “my village was 50 kms
from Nepal and 1 was very young,
There was a specific pundit who
did palmistry, and reading my
hand, he told the elders that I am
destined for numerous internation-
al travels In future. [ remember

LAURELS GALORE

vividly that there were four-five
elders sitting on the draupaal very
worried for my future. They did-
n't think I could reach a stage where
1 would have the money to travel
voluntarily. So, they predicted |
would be an employee, a technician
or something, of Air India, because
there was no other way ! would
have made foreign trips in fiture”

I dont know how 1 recalled
this incident suddenh”™ helaughed.

Iripathi, who recently bagged
the Diversity in Cinema award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), claimed in a
recent interview that he had accom-
plished more than he expected.
After following up on the same, he
heartily expressed, “The mere fact
that there are some people in
Medbourne who know my name in
itself Is a big deal for me. [ am shak-
en, at times, at the magnitude of the
things around me.”

In a slightly emotional tone, he
added, “when some upper-rank
officers, who were located at high
altitudes, teld me that they down-
load my content and take & with
them to watch it, I was shocked. |
didn't know how to accept it I gen-
uinely couldn understand whether
1 should thank them, or show
another gesture, 1 was humbled at

Just the thought of it. | thanked
them and then God for bringing on
this unexpected journey””

As I praised hisacting and the
most realistic roles he plays, the
Mirzapur series star credited
National School of Drama where he
studied, for helping him make his
characters relatable, in addition to
his poignant personal experiences
in life and a dash of imagination.
He continued, “acting is 2 product
for which the recipe is complicat
ed. Every time you have to change
the ingredients and alter the tim-
ing. Acting/our job is a beautiful
story that is hard to express in
words”

He quoted Anurag Kashyap
who had previously commented on
his diverse portrayal of various
roles, “One commendable thing
about Pankaj is that he does mul-
tiple and diverse projects at once -
a commercial budget film, inde-
pendent cinema and a short film,
100,

The actor was nominated
recently at IFFM for Best
Performance (Male) in the film cat -
egory for Ludo and for the Bes
Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzaper 2

Asking him what he specifical-
ly looks for in a scripe, he answered,

the script should be fun for him
According to him, a small mes
sage, a litthke sensibility and
enjoyment go a long way. “1like
1o have fun with rtray
al of my roles Smsm«lm is
pleasant, but nonsense is fun,
oo, Ahead, you will be sur
prisad to see the kvel of non
sensical characters 1 have
played. When non-sense
Decomes extreme, il starts
m_Lm sense” he s‘mmcd

Talking about his short
film L-mh which also made it
to [FFM this year, he said, “the
director met me at the airport
and narrated the story tome in
thirty minutes. I was impressed
by her passion and declded to be
a part of the film. It revolves
around a lonely man who is Jost in
his own world, and is a prisoner of
his past and present ordeals. 1t is
hardly a forty minute venture,
with negligible dialogues. It is a
beautiful tale”

On the lines of OTT platforms
becoming trendy, he noted,"OTT
mediums provide an unlimited
screen. The work is globally acces-
sible because of the same. It does-
't matter what money the movie
makes at its opening. Here, the
actual content matters Whether a
plot line Is good or not makes or
breaks it. There has been tremen-
dous improvement in cinema. Now
good actors are getting work”™

Tripathi will be scen playing
the role of PR Man Singh in his
upcoming movie 33. He
expressed, “my character in 83 is
very unexpected. Even old crick-
et fans would not be aware of
the contribution of Man Singh
in the 1983 world cup, since
team-managers, like directors,
are behind the camers and so
are lesser known. I'm very excit-
ad for the response of my audience”
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Téte-a-téte with Pankaj Tripathi
The actor opens up, in a conversation with KHusHsu KirTl, about how his family
thought he would become an aircraft maintenance employee with an airline

hen 1 tdl you | spoke with
Wsunwunc as down to
earth as Pankaj Tripathi,

I am not sure if you will be able to
fathom the depths of the truth in
the statement. [n a heartfelt conver-
sation with him, the award-win
ning actor cogitated about how you
an never accomplish the true

definition of ‘achievement’ and
that it is very subjective.

He confessed, “Theres nothing
like that, there is no hallmark of
achievement in the field of art
Since this is not 2 race that | can fin
ish in eght seconds, every time |
rexch @ miestone, | want to explore
maore. There s no ‘best actor’ in the
world”

He commented on how, in his
perception, we are all like sea-
explorers, where the sea Is the
metaphor for life, “This process of
exploration for us will continue for-
ever. [n life, we will never know the
script of tomorrow!”

He narmated a delightful inci-
dent from his childbood, as he
explained, “my village was 50 kms
from Nepal and 1 was very young,
There was a specific pundit who
did palmistry, and reading my
hand, he told the elders that I am
destined for numerous internation-
al travels In future. | remember

LAURELS GALORE

vividly that there were four-five
elders sitting on the diaupaal very
waorried for my future. They did-
n't think I could reach a stage where
I would have the money to travel
voluntarily. So. they predicted |
would be an employee, a technician
or something, of Air India, because
there was no other way | would
have made foreign trips in future”

I dont know how 1 recalled
this incident suddenky”™ he laughed.

Iripathi, who recently bagged
the Diversity in Cinema award at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne (IFFM), claimed in a
recent interview that he had accom-
plished more than he expected.
After following up on the same, he
heartily expressed, “The mere fact
that there are some people in
Mdbourne who know my name in
itself s a big deal for me. [ am shak-
en, at times, at the magnitude of the
things around me.”

In a slightly emotional tone, he
added, “when some upper-rank
officers, who were located at high
altitudes, teld me that they down-
load my content and take & with
them to watch it, I was shocked. |
didn't know how to accept it. I gen-
uinely couldnt understand whether
1 should thank them, or show
another gesture, 1 was humbled at

Just the thought of it | thanked
them and then God for bringing on
this unexpected journey”

As I prased hisacting and the
maost realistic roles he plays, the
Mirzapur series star credited
National School of Drama where he
studied, for helping him make his
characters relatable, in addition to
his poignant personal experiences
in life and a dash of imagination.
He continued, "acting is 2 product
for which the recipe is complicat
ed. Every time you have to change
the ingredients and alter the tim-
ing. Acting/our job is a beautiful
story that s hard to express in
words”

He quoted Anurag Kashyap
who had previously commented on
his diverse portrayal of various
roles, “One commendable thing
about Pankaj is that he does mul-
tiple and diverse projects at once -
a commercial budget film, inde-
pendent cinema and a short film,
100,

The actor was nominated
recently at IFFM for Best
Performance (Male) in the film cat -
egory for Ludo and for the Best
Performance (Male) in series for
Mirzapier 2

Asking him what he specifical-
ly looks for in a scripe, he answered,

the script should be fun for him
According to him, a small mes
sage, a littke sensibility and
enjoyment go a long way. 1 like
to have fun with artray
al of my rolex Sensibility is
pleasant, but nonsense is fun,
100, Ahead, you will be sur
prisad to see the level of non
sensical characters 1 have
plaved. When non-sense
becomes extreme, il starts
m.LLm sense” he s,muwd

Talking about his short
film Lm:b which also made it
to [IFFM this year, he said, “the
director met me at the airport
and narrated the story tome in
thirty minutes. [ was impressed
by her passion and decided to be
a part of the film. It revolves
around a lonely man who is Jost in
his own world, and is a prisoner of
his past and present ordeals. 1t is
hardly a forty minute venture,
with negligible dialogues. It is a
beautiful tale”

On the hines of OTT platfoems
becoming trendy, he noted,"OTT
mediums provide an unlimited
screen. The work is globally acces-
sible because of the same. It does-
n't matter what money the movie
makes at its opening. Here, the
actual content matters. Whether a
plot line Is good or not makes or
breaks it. There has been tremen-
dous improvement in cinema. Now
good actors are getting work™

Tripathi will be scen playing
the role of PR Man Singh in his
upcoming movie 33. He
expressed, “my character in 83 is
very unnpau\i Even old crick-
et fans would not be aware of
the contribution of Man Singh
in the 1983 world cup, since
team-managers, like directors,
are behind the camen and so
arelesser known. I'm very excit-
ed for the response of my audience”
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Of credit & credibility

SHEETAL

IRECTOR  Anurag
Kashyap had recently
shared how Pankaj
Tripathy has become
the common choice
for Bollywood directors. It's
no surprise that he has
became one of the busiest
actors in the industry.

Pankaj feels grateful o
the fllm fraternity as well as
audience for their Jove. He
suys “When I was busy giv-
ing my best, I had no clue
exactly ot what point time
started changing for me. It
seems like yesterday when
I used to dream of doing the
kind of wark that I am ocur-
rently doing. | always want-
ed people to know me for
my craft and thankfully
has happened.”

While on the subject of
time, the actor has mas-
tered anothor aspect of it—
time management, Ask him
how he does it and be says.
‘I don’t know how, but
somehow It all works out.
And while many beheve
that one has to compromise
on family time while one is
in the peak of his career, It's
not true, Twas with my fam-
ily im my village for some
time, then went to shoot in
Ladakh foran untitled (ilm
As i's not everyday that we
get to visit Ladakh, I took
my family along for an out-
ing. They went back but [
stayed on for work.”

He touched down the Caty
Beautiful on his way back
from Ladakh Punjab is
close to his heart because of
his friendship with Ammy
Virk and Harrdy Sandhu
with whom he has worked
in mults-starrer film, 83. He
has also shared screen

space with Ammy in the
National Award-winning
Punjabs film, Harjeeta. An
avid reader, he connects
with Hindi writers and their
characters, He loves por
traying these characters
which have made an
impression on him, He
says, “In Masaan, 1 played
writer Varun Sadhya, which

was bused on a characler
from Vinod Kumar Shuk-
la’s novel Deewar Mein Ek
Khirkee Rahti Tha.”

Not addidted to social
media, his advice to young-
sters 15, “You should be tak-
ing wdvantage of social
media but it shouldn't be
vice versa” He adds,

Social media gives you vis-

Pankaj Tripathi has a
soft comer for Punjab,
thanks to his friendship
with Punjabi actors
Ammy Virk and Harrdy
Sandhu. As he is just
back from Ladakh after
a shoot schedule, we
catch up with him...

lam offen surprised because it
doesn't seem real, But at the same
time, | am thankiul to the people in
the film business who have accepted
me with open amns. | would always
credit Gangs of Wasseypur to be the
turning point in my career and its
director, Anurag Kashyap, for

ibility, but thankfully, my
craft does that for me and !
am content. For occasions
like Diwali or Hob, it is a
medium to congratulate
people and fans you owe
your success to.”

From associating himself
with commercaal films hike
Mim, Luka Chuppe, Bareil
ty Ki Barfi to content-dnv-

reinventing the actor mme.

en cinema such as Masaan
Harjeeta and Newton, the
man stands for divemsity.
Which is why, he was
recently honoured with the
Diversity m Cinema Award
at Indmn Film Festival of
Melbourne

His first reaction to this
honour was, "I am often sur
prised because it doesn’t

seem real, But st the same
time, [ am thankful to the
people in the film business
who have accepted me with
open arms [ would always
credit Gange of Wasseypur
10 be the turning paint in
my career and its director,
Anurag Kashyap, far mwin.
venting the actor in me.”

From one Anurag to
another (Anurag Basu),
with whom he has done the
recently released Lo, the
actor's steady growth in
Hindi cinema has been
recorded on 70mm screen
From the days when his
small roles in big films went
without a mention to
becoming an actor who
plays Jead roles, he says ane
thing remains constant— "1
still am a director’s actor If
the director is convinced
with a scene, [ would never
ask for another take. He
knows what he wants and
my job is to go with his
vision. | never watch myself
on the monitor

And does he gt time to
watch his films? ‘1l watch
myseld in bits and picces”
says the actor. As for his
upcoming projects, he awats
the release of 83, He s also a
part of Bachchar Raondey

Another less-talked proj-
ect of hig, a shart film Laak
has gone to various festival,
inchuding Dhammshala
Film Festival, Kolkata
International Film Festival
and Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne
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‘'m more open now to enter
Hindi entertainment space’

Mumbai: South Indlan actress Samantha  would say yes, [am Hitle more open to the
Akkineni, who recently won the Best of working in other language projects
Performance (Female) in an Indian web iding Hindl. Yes, I am open to new
series at the Indian Film Festival Weas, instead of limiting myself to re-
of Melbourne for The gional cinema," said the actress
Family Man 2, says she When Samantha signed her debut
is now more open 1o web serles The Family Man 2in 2019,
Hindi entertainment the first season of the show was yet
space 10 be released. Now, after two seasons
“When 1did The and 19 episodes, the show is so
Family Man 21did loved by the audience that they
not know how the cannot wait for the third seas
show will be
come, but now
that people from
the nocth are also

Man 2, the actress has rece
a lot of love from people w
wide as well as Hind| viewers.
In the show, ha played
antagonist "Raji’ who is a rebel
leader. e




Hardly

{anonymous}

communicationns

Date 26th Aug 2021
Publication Telangana Today
Edition Hyderabad

L GRATEFUL J

Samantha likes to
be a greedy actor

outh actor Samantha
Akkinend, who be-
came a pan-India sen-
sation following the
success of The Family Man
scason two, says she
never picked up roles based
on her perceived image as a

star,

Taking up Amazon Prime
Video's The Family Man, a
predominantly Hindi web
series directed by Raj Nidi-
moruand Krishna DK, was
just another attempt at
doing something she hasn't
done before, she said.

“T'm a very iccg) actor
who wants to ered
everything, to constantly
try evolving trying to
better my craft. Gener-
ally, I pick roles 1 don't
think I can pull off.

There’s great fun in that,”
Samantha said.

The second season of
the critically-acclaimed
show saw Akkineni in the
role of Raji, a Sri Lankan
Tamil liberation fighter,
who faces off against the in-
telligence agent Srikant Ti-
war, played by series lead
Manoj Bajpayee.

While the show mostly re-
ceived favourable reviews,
especially for Akkineni's
performance, many also
slammed the makers for
‘brown facing’ the rather
falr-skinned actor,

Allin all, the Chennai-
born star said she looks back
on the experience “only
with love®,

“1did not play Rajias a
villain. She was just on the
wrong side of history. She
was loyal to ber cause and
that was it. 1 did not even for
one moment think of her as
a villain. I just gave my 100
per cent. When the backiash
and the trolling happened..
alot of people were asking
me to comment. But I just

wanted to wait for the show
to come out and for people
10 see what we've done.”
Akkineni said though her
portrayal came from "a
place of honesty”, she apalo-

ised to those who took of-

ence.

Last week, Akkineni won
the best actress award (se-
ries) for The Family Man 2 at
the Indian Film Festival of
Melbourne 2021, Bajpayee
was named best actor (se-
ries) at the movie gala.

After The Family Man, the
quality of Hindi content
being offered to her has im-

‘THE FAMILY
MAN 2’ OPENED
NEW DOORS FOR
THESTAR

As an actor, |
want to be
offered
everything and
constantly try
evolving
SAMANTHA ‘ .

proved “very much®, 4
the actor said.
“I'm very ha
with the kind o
content that is
now being of-
fered. Actors
can dream of
being of-
fered such
varied con-
tent, The
Family Man
has given me
lh.u and

doon for me,"
she said. The
actor will next
be seen in
Shaakuntalam \ .
(Telugu) and ;
Kaathu )
Vaakula Rendu )
Kaadhal

(Tamil). »
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FERCELY
PROUD

S WEB series Mirzapur 2 wins the
A ‘BestSeries'at ongoing Indian Film
of Melbourne (IFFM) 2021,
actress Rasika Dugal recalls how, post |
release of the showeveryone toldherthat
it was hard to imagine her in the charac-

ter of Beena Tripathi. Rasika Dugal bagged

two nominations for her work in the film °

Lootcase and the web series Mirzapur 2.
The actress says she is fierely proud of
both the characters.

Talkingabout hercharactersinboth
the projects, Rasika told IANS, “Imust
say these two women in Lootcase
and Mirzapur are so different. In a
way, it was an opportunity for me to
be versatile as an actress. Since am
a little introverted, shy and clumsy
in real life, which is just the oppo-
site of who Beena Tripathi is, in
Mirzapur, nobodycould haveimag-
ined me as Beena in Mirzapur.
She walks herwayand carries her-
selfwithasenseofdignityand there |
isasense of sensuality in her per-
sonality. It was an interesting

character because she s firm and fearless. Onthe oth-
er hand, in Lootcase which was a comedy, Lata is a
simple, God-fearing woman, morally upright and
always walks the line. So as an actress for me receiv-
ing nominations for both the work was special.”
Since most of her work, especially cinema be it
Qissa, Tu Hai Mera Sunday, Hamid, Manto trav-
elled to film festivals and the actress received
a lot of accolades, for that Rasika believes that
thanks to OTT platforms, such films are not
niche anymoreand actresses like her are gain-
ing great visibility.
“It really feels great when our works get
viewed by the universal audience. They
watch and analyse our work with great
. detail and they also draw parallels
from other international cinemas.
- Thatisgreat. But due to OTT plat-
forms when these films are get-
"\ ting released and viewed by a
larger audience on OTT it gives
a sense of satisfaction. Every
now and then we get feedback
on social media because
someone somewhere
watched Manto, Mirzapur
or Lootcase for the firsttime!
Another way for us to know
how curious the audienceis,
when they ask, ‘when is the
new season coming?”
shared Rasika. 8
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FERCELY
PROUD

S WEB series Mirzapur 2 wins the
A ‘BestSeries'at ongoing Indian Film
of Melbourne (IFFM) 2021,
actress Rasika Dugal recalls how, post |
release of the showeveryone told her that
it was hard to imagine her in the charac-
ter of Beena Tripathi. Rasika Dugal bagged

two nominations for her work in the film *

Lootcase and the web series Mirzapur 2.
The actress says she is fierely proud of
both the characters.

Talkingabout hercharactersinboth
the projects, Rasika told IANS, “Imust
say these two women in Loofcase
and Mirzapur are so different. In a
way, it was an opportunity for me to
be versatile as an actress. Since Iam
a little introverted, shy and clumsy
in real life, which is just the oppo-
site of who Beena Tripathi is, in
Mirzapur, nobodycould haveimag-
ined me as Beena in Mirzapur.
Shewalks herwayand carries her-
selfwithasenseof dignityand there b
isasense of sensualityin her per-
sonality. It was an interesting

characterbecause sheis firm and fearless. Onthe oth-
er hand, in Lootcase which was a comedy, Lata is a
simple, God-fearing woman, morally upright and
always walks the line. So as an actress for me receiv-
ing nominations for both the work was special.”
Since most of her work, especially cinema be it
Qissa, Tu Hai Mera Sunday, Hamid, Manto trav-
elled to film festivals and the actress received
a lot of accolades, for that Rasika believes that
thanks to OTT platforms, such films are not
niche anymoreand actresses like herare gain-
ing great visibility.
“It really feels great when our works get
viewed by the universal audience. They
watch and analyse our work with great
/ i ""T . detail and they also draw parallels
\' from other international cinemas.
’ ~ Thatisgreat. But due to OTT plat-
/ forms when these films are get-
ting released and viewed by a
larger audience on OTT it gives
a sense of satisfaction. Every
now and then we get feedback
on social media because
someone somewhere
watched Manto, Mirzapur
or Lootcase for the first time!
Another way for us to know
how curious the audienceis,
when they ask, ‘when is the
new season coming?"
shared Rasika. ]
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Sanal Kumar Sasidharan on the sets of Vazhakky

An award for
‘Disruption’

Sasidharan's Kayattam attracts
attention at Melbourne

W Sanal Kumar Saskdharan, who made films like S
ul)um Chola, has been conferred the first-ever
Eor in Cinema” award by the Government of
\'mor at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne, for
his unmm- sl;‘ : of filmmaking in Kayattam.
fch has Manju Warrier in the lead role,
wis completely shot on an iPhone,

“It ks fously an honour and I am happy” says the
filmmaker.

“I choose the equipment after we finalised the subject
and the Himalayas as the locale for shooting. It is tough
to shoot in the Himalayas, and we cannol use heavy
equipment, So we opted for the iPhone.”

While the weather didn't surprise Sasidharan, who
shot his first film in the Himalayas apart from
Unmadiyude Maranam (Death of Insane), he says the
journey was full of revelations.

“Firstly, 1 was surprised when Manju Warrier aslu.-d
me to make a film, and then the actress
with her performance. Later | was surprised when dlc
was not nominated [for an award],” says the director

Kayattam was also nom-

TS

inated at the Busan Film
Festival,
“We shot the film in

WAS NOT RELEASED.IT

2020, It was not released.
WENT TO FESTIVALS. IT 1t went to festivals. It was
WAS BASICALLY MADE  hasically made as a reac-
AS AREACTION TO THE  tion to the han on Sexy
BAN ON SEXY DURGA Durga (following the
(FOLLOWING THE Censor Board ban, the
CENSOR BOARD BAN, ~ hym Wwas released as &

Durga), and 1 am sure that
THE FILM WAS the Censors would have
RELEASED AS S DURGA), made another disrup
AND | AM SURE THAT tion,” chuckles the ace
THE CENSORS filmmaker.
HAVE MADE ANOTHER  While Sexy Durga was
DISRUPTION," about a north Indian

migrant and a Keralite
THE ACE FILMMAKER youth named Kabeer run-

ning away on a midnight,
his other film, Chola, too,

was well receivedd at the Orizonti Competition at the
Venice Film Festival.

“I have also made another film called Vazhakkue with
Tovino Thomas In Malayalam. It has to be released In
theatres, and we are waiting for theatres to reopen,
Sasldharan says, adding I am planning a Tamil fllm
next”

“I have a few scripts in place but | haven't deckded on
anything vet on the genre. The script work is still under
way and I shall reveal things when the script amnd cast
are finalised,” says the filmmaker, who is also a poot

and Bwyer.
— Sanskriti Media
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Sanal Kumar Sasidharan on the sets of Vazhakky

An award for
‘Disruption’

Sasidharan’s Kayattam attracts
attention at Melbourne

W Sanal Kumar Sasidharan, who made films like §
A4 Durga and Chola, has been conferred the first-ever
‘Disruptor in Cinema' award by the Government of
Victoria at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne, for
his unique style of filmmaking in Kayattam,

The film, which has Manju Warrier in the Jead role,
was completely shot on an )

“It is obviously an honour and I am happy,” says the
Nimmaker.

“I choose the equipment after we finalised the subject
and the Himalayas as the locale for shooting. [t s tough
to shoot in the Himalayas, and we cannot use heavy

uipment. So we opted for the iPhone.”
ile the weather didn't surprise Sasidharan, who
shot his first Olm in the Himalayas apart from
Unmadiyude Maranam (Death of Insane), he says the
Journey was full of revelations.

“Firstly, | was surprised when Manju Warrier asked
me to make a film, and then the actress surprised me
with her performance. Later | was surprised when she
was not nominated [for an award],” says the director:

Kayattam was also nom-
KAYATTAM WAS  inated at the Busan Film
SHOT IN 2020. 1T Festival
WAS NOT RELEASED. IT “We shot the film in
y 2000. It was not released.
WENT TO FESTIVALS. IT |t went to festivals It was
WAS BASICALLY MADE  nasically made as a reac-
AS AREACTION TO THE  tion to the ban on Sexy
BAN ON SEXY DURGA Durga (following  the
(FOLLOWING THE Censor Board ban, the
CENSOR film was released as S
Durga), and [ am sure that
THE FILM WAS the Censors would have
RELEASED AS S DURGA), made another disrup-
AND | AM SURE THAT tion," 'c‘l;:ckles the ace
Tu'l'xs:mn:mm While Sexy Duge was
DISRUPTION,” CHUCKLES 500t @ nerth Indian
migrant and a Keralite
THE ACE FILMMAKER vouth named Kabeer run-

ning away on a midnight,
his other film, Chola, too,

was well received at the Orizonti Competition at the
Venice Film Festival,

“I have also made another film called Vazhakku with
Tovino Thomas in Malayalam. It has to be released in
theatres, and we are waiting for theatres to reopen,
Sasidharan says, adding, “1 am planning a Tamil film
next.”

“I have a few scripts in place but [ haven't decided on
anything vet on the genre. The script work is still under
way and [ shall reveal things when the script and cast
are finalised,” says the filmmaker, who is also a pooet

and lawyer.
— Sanskriti Media
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Sanal Kumar Sasidharan on the sets of Vazhakky

An award for
‘Disruption’

Sasidharan’s Kayattam attracts
attention at Melbourne

W Sanal Kumar Sasidharan, who made films like §
b4 Durga and Chola, has been conferred the first-ever
‘Disruptor in Cinema’ award by the Government of
Victoria at the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne, for
his unique style of filmmaking in Kayartam.

The film, which has Manju Warrier in the lead role,
was completely shot on an iPhone.

“It is obviously an honour and 1 am happy" says the
Nimmaker

“I choose the equipment after we finalised the subject
and the Himalayas as the locale for shooting. It Is tough
to shoot in the Himalayas, and we cannot use heavy

uipment. So we opted for the (Phone.”
hile the weather didn't surprise Sasidharan, who
shot his first film in the Himalayas apart from
Unmadiyude Maranam (Death of Insane), he savs the
Journey was full of revelations.

“Firstly, 1 was surprised when Manju Warrier asked
me to make a film, and then the actress surprised me
with her performance. Later | was surprised when she
wis not nominated [for an award],” says the director

Kayattam was also nom-

‘ ‘ KAYATTAM WAS ;‘{:}M i" the Busan Film
SHOT IN 2020, IT astivaL

WAS NOT RELEASED. IT We shot the film in

2020. It was not releasad.

WENT TO FESTIVALS. IT i wont to festivals. It was

WAS BASICALLY MADE  basically made as a reac

AS A REACTION TO THE gun to th:-lib:nlon s:-;y

SEXY DURGA urga  (following  the

BAN ON THE nCt‘hl'l!wf Boaﬁ slz’n. (hg

was relea as §

CENSOR BOARD BAN, Durga), and I am sure that

THE FILM WAS the Censors would have

AS S , made another disrup-

AND | AM SURE THAT tion," ::;uckles the ace
THE CENSORS WOULD r.

While Sexy Durga was

HAVE MADE ANOTHER about @ north Indian

migrant and a Keralite

THE ACE FILMMAKER vouth named Kabeer run-

ning away on & midnight,
his other film, Chola, too,

was well received at the Orizonti Competition at the
Venice Film Festival.

“I have also made another film called Vazhakku with
Tovino Thomas In Malayalam. It has to be released In
theatres, and we are waiting for theatres to reopen,
Sasldharan says, adding, “I am planning a Tamil film
next.”

“I have a few scripts in place but | haven't decided on
anything vet on the genre. The script work is still under
way and I shall reveal things when the script and cast
are finalised,” says the filmmaker, who is also a poet

and lawyer
— Sanskriti Media
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‘B0 is passe, it's eyeballs n

SHEETAL

T's the platform (OTT)
that's the master, every-
thing else s inconse-
quential,” says Natlonal
Award-winner filmmak-
er Onir, refuting the
belief that OTT is all about
Independent cinema
“Earlier, studios would tak
about box office, but if's eve-
balls now The passon to
make flms independently
it's not driven by eyveballs oe
bux office. But, because those
are slones are needed to be
told And sometimes the
asudience is not resdy for it
but thst = okay. Sometimes,
your hiave Lo lesd. In 1996, Fire
happened, in 2005, Chardui
Bar, also 1 made My Broth-
er... Nikhil (on AIDS sware-
ness), Chandni Bar o 1 Am,
All these movies happened
without platforms. I want to
soe a Fire being backed in
2021 by a platform ™
Along wvith Richa Chasdha,
he will be judging the content
in the short film category at

the Indian Film Festival of

Melbourne. In fact, he does-
n't like the word “judge’. In
his wards, “1 am rather Jook-
ing at the st of beautiful sto
nes, empowering one of the
fimmakers  whose story
woukd mmake an impact.”

Onir,whoisajury
member forthe

short film category at

Indian Film Festival

Having judged many
awards in the past, thisone in
particular excited him for ot
has a subject. Modem Sl
ery and Equality.

“It's a problemn of the world,
ot Just one country. The
humilistion, prosecution,
exploation and oppression
we sufferare aften denivatives
of some or the other kind of
mequality, namely gender
caste or sexual preferences

And tadking about it through
any medium (s the first step
townrds charnge.” he says
How daunting a task is ot
to be in the jury? He says,
“Not really. Being a porson
who 18 cut and proud to be a
gay, opintons don’t matter
anymore," Having made an
anthology, I Am, which won
him awards as well as
rewards, Onlr doexn't dif-
ferentiate does not care

whether a story is two min-
utes ar two hours long. “Sto-
ries are stories The only
{act 3= eather it touches you
or it doesn't"

Having saxd that he
belleves that there's hardly
any source of revemue for
shoet filmmakers. Most shoet
filmmakers do not negotiate
as they foel content that thear
filire are being showcased
“Which isa wrong appeoach,”

FAV FILMS

Padrmo Almoodvar’s §im Pan

and Glory mexde Onr cry, He is
maved by filnmasers such &5
Padm or Ritwik Ghatak. "When
1 wes gromng up, there was no

eference of the LGBTQIA
anywhere. | remamber Hanf
Kureishi visited University n
Kolcata whon | was a student
there and showcased his firm,
My Baautitil Laundeette. As |
watched it, | was like, 'Oh My
Gaod, that's my story and my
I, | fonl when people say that
‘you dant need to be cut, its
wrong | baleve anyone who is

he says, adding that “they
should find 8 medium where
they are not exploited finan-
cially. Because it's about sus-
tenance.”

Onir hikes to mix his work
and travel. A travel Viogger
on the sides, with double
masks, hand sanitisers and
sprays in place, from Sun-
darbans to Kachchh to
Kashmir to Leh, Ladakh 1o
Madhya Pradesh 1o Chhat-

tsgarh, he has covered
much distance since August
last year. His tips for travel-
ers out there, “Dont’t try to
take the aity along with you
when you travel to the hills
ar oceans away from the
hustle and bustle, Why
drink booze and play loud
musie in a place bke
Rishikesh? Be considerate
about  the environment,
local Bfestyle and culture”

ations
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STORY 1

The confronting, heart-wrenching and heart-
warming documentary, Ajitesh Sharma’s W.0.M.B (Women Of My Billion)
to open the Indian Film Festival Of Melbourne 2021 on August 12

India
Times: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.indiatimes.com/amp/entertainment/celebs/d
ocumentary-film-womb-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-544003.html

New Indian Express: https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2021/jul/02/ajiteshsha
rmas-documentary-film-womb-to-open-indian-film-fest-ofmelbourne-2324212.html

Midday: https://www.mid-day.com/entertainment/bollywood-news/article/documentary-
film-women-of-my-billion-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-23180981

Outlook
India: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/amp/documentar
y-womb-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/2112431

Cinestaan: https://www.cinestaan.com/articles/2021/jul/2/30261/ajitesh-sharma-s-
documentary-womb-women-of-my-billion-to-open-12th-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne

ANI News: https://www.aninews.in/news/entertainment/out-of-box/womb-documentary-to-
open-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-202120210701134421/

Latestly: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.latestly.com/agency-news/entertainment-
news-w-0-m-b-documentary-to-open-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-
2600816.html/amp

Navbharat Times: https://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/metro/mumbai/other-
news/melbourne-indian-film-festival-to-begin-with-womb/articleshow/84016826.cms

Deccan Herald: https://www.deccanherald.com/entertainment/entertainment-
news/documentary-womb-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-1003668.html
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https://www.mid-day.com/entertainment/bollywood-news/article/documentary-film-women-of-my-billion-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-23180981
https://www.mid-day.com/entertainment/bollywood-news/article/documentary-film-women-of-my-billion-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-23180981
https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/amp/documentary-womb-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/2112431
https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/amp/documentary-womb-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/2112431
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Tv9 Hindi: https://www.tv9hindi.com/entertainment/bollywood-news/indian-film-festival-of-
melbourne-woman-of-my-billion-to-be-the-opening-night-film-718819.html

India Forums: https://www.indiaforums.com/article/womb-women-of-my-billion-to-open-
the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021_177682?mode=amp

Glamsham: https://www.glamsham.com/bollywood/news/womb-women-of-my-billion-to-
open-the-iffm-2021

DT Next: https://www.dtnext.in/News/Cinema/2021/07/01204038/1304251/Docufilm-
Women-0f-My-Billion-to-open-Indian-Film-Festival-.vpf

Tribune India: https://m.tribuneindia.com/news/lifestyle/w-0-m-b-to-open-the-indian-film-
festival-of-melbourne-277085

Daily Pioneer: https://www.dailypioneer.com:443/2021/vivacity/behind-closed-doors.html

Cineblitz: https://cineblitz.in/news-gossip/w-0-m-b-women-of-my-billion-to-open-the-indian-
film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-on-august-12/

Sahara Samay: http://m.saharasamay.com/entertainment-news/676634593/docu-film-
women-of-my-billion-to-open-indian-film-festival-of-me.html

The Week: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.theweek.in/wire-
updates/entertainment/2021/07/01/ent10-festival-documentary.amp.html

Navbharat: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.enavabharat.com/amp/entertainment-
news-hindi/w-0-m-b-documentary-to-open-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-
358215/

Punjabi Tribune: http://www.punjabtribune.com/news/304666-womb-documentary-to-open-
the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021.aspx
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STORY 5

Fearless, Unapologetic and a Powerful story of
an Indian Music Star: Shut Up Sona will screen at the prestigious IFFM, 2021

Zee News: https://zeenews.india.com/hindi/zee-hindustan/entertainment/sona-mahapatra-
documentry-film-will-be-released-on-melbourne-film-festival/958458/amp

India Tv: https://www.indiatv.in/amp/entertainment/music-shut-up-sona-song-is-my-
personal-voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra-806376

Lokmat: https://english.lokmat.com/entertainment/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey-sona-mohapatra/amp/

India.com: https://www.india.com/hindi-news/entertainment-hindi/sona-mohapatra-new-
song-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-journey-4867991/amp/

Glamsham: https://www.glamsham.com/bollywood/news/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-
and-journey-sona-mohapatra

The Statesman: https://www.thestatesman.com/entertainment/bollywood/shut-sona-
personal-voice-journey-sona-mohapatra-1502990443.html/amp

National Herald: https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/amp/story/entertainment/shut-up-
sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra

Zee Flix App: https://zeeflixapp.in/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-journey-sona-
mohapatra/amp/

Bhaskar Live: https://www.bhaskarlive.in/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-journey-
sona-mohapatra/

Khas Khabar: https://m.khaskhabar.com/news/bollywood-news-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-
voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra-news-hindi-1-487009-KKN.html
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Social News: https://www.socialnews.xyz/2021/08/05/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-
and-journey-sona-mohapatra/

Pro Kerala: https://www.prokerala.com/news/photos/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-
and-journey-sona-mohapatra-3021096.htmlZamp=1

Socially Trend: https://www.sociallytrend.com/sona-mohapatra-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-
voice-and-journey/amp/

Filmy Post 24: https://www.filmypost24.com/sona-mohapatra-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-
voice-and-journey/amp

Argus News: https://argusnews.in/amp/article/-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey-sona-mohapatra

Raftaar: https://news.raftaar.in/amp/story/entertainment/shut-up-sona-song-is-my-
personal-voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra

Indian Womens World: https://indianwomensworld.com/2021/08/05/shut-up-sona-is-my-
personal-voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra/amp/

Today Talk: https://www.today-talk.com/shut-up-sona-song-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey-sona-mohapatra/

News India Live: https://newsindialive.in/documentary-film-on-the-life-of-sona-mohapatra-
to-be-released-at-melbourne-film-festival/

Post News: https://hindi.postxnews.com/shut-up-sona-song-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey-sona-mohapatra-%E0%A4%B6%EQ0%A4%IF -%E0%A4%85%E0%A4%BAA-
%E0%A4%B8%EQ%A5%8B%E0%A4%ABREQ%BAL%BE -%EQ%A4%97%EQ%A4%BEXEQ%A4%AB%EQ%A4%BE -
%BEQ%A4%AE/
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Action Ra: https://actionra.com/sonamoha-patra-shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey/22596/?amp

China B Positive Now: https://china.bpositivenow.com/shut-up-sona-song-is-my-personal-
voice-and-journey-sona-mohapatra/

Daiji World: https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=860234

Andhram: https://www.andhram.com/cine-special/shut-up-sona-is-my-personal-voice-and-
journey-sona-mohapatra/

STORY 6

Interview Onir

The Statesman: https://www.thestatesman.com/entertainment/bollywood/onir-slavery-

present-modern-societies-dont-address-1502989170.html

Peeping Moon: https://www.peepingmoon.com/exclusive-news/news/57770/PeepingMoon-

Exclusive-In-a-country-where-people-believe-in-untouchability-expecting-equal-

empowerment-and-enthusiasm-about-queer-stories-is-afar-fetched-thing-Onir.html

Tv9 Bangla: https://tv9bangla.com/entertainment/bollywood-news/exclusive-interview-of-

director-onir-

392157.html2utm_source=referral&utm_medium=WA&utm_campaign=social_share

Lokmat English: https://english.lokmat.com/entertainment/modern-day-slavery-very-

prevalent-in-society-we-dont-address-it-often-onir/

National Herald: https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/national/modern-day-slavery-very-

prevalent-in-society-we-dont-address-it-often-onir
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Bhaskar Live: https://www.bhaskarlive.in/modern-day-slavery-very-prevalent-in-society-we-

dont-address-it-often-onir/

Jhakaas Movies: http://www.jhakaasmovies.com/news/02082021/modern-day-slavery-very-

prevalent-in-society-we-dont-address-it-often-onir.html

Jhalak: https://jhalak.com/Indian-Movie-Latest-News-Onir-Slavery-is-present-in-modern-

societies-but-we-dont-address-it-79637

New Kerala: https://www.newkerala.com/news/2021/109086.htm

Pro Kerala: https://www.prokerala.com/news/articles/a1176138.html

Social News: https://www.socialnews.xyz/2021/07/06/onir-elected-as-jury-for-short-film-

competition-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne/

NewsD: https://newsd.in/modern-day-slavery-very-prevalent-in-society-we-dont-address-it-

often-onir/

Daiji
World: https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay?newsID=859199#.YQgvafwaGS0.whats

app

Investment Guru: https://investmentguruindia.com/BeyondMarketEntertainment/Onir-

Slavery-is-present-in-modern-societies-but-we-dont-address-it

STORY 7

Rasika Dugal gets 2 Melbourne fest nominations for ‘Mirzapur 2', ‘Lootcase’

ABP Live: https://news.abplive.com/entertainment/movies/rasika-dugal-gets-2-melbourne-
fest-nominations-for-mirzapur-2-lootcase-1474773/amp

Ahmedabad Mirror: https://ahmedabadmirror.com/rasika-dugal-excited-with-her-2-
nominations-at-iffm/81804706.html
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Koimoi: https://www.koimoi.com/television/rasika-dugal-bags-nomination-for-mirzapur-2-
lootcase-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne/amp/

Republic World: https://www.republicworld.com/amp/entertainment-news/bollywood-
news/rasika-dugal-thrilled-to-bag-two-nominations-for-lootcase-and-mirzapur-2-at-iffm.html

Tribune India: https://m.tribuneindia.com/news/entertainment/happy-times-rasika-dugal-
excited-about-her-two-nominations-at-iffm-294539

The Statesman: https://www.thestatesman.com/entertainment/bollywood/rasika-dugal-gets-
2-melbourne-fest-nominations-mirzapur-2-lootcase-1502991184.html

Latestly: https://www.latestly.com/entertainment/bollywood/rasika-dugal-opens-up-on-
bagging-two-nominations-at-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-
2721813.html/amp?utm_campaign=fullarticle&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=inshorts

Newsnation Tv: https://www.newsnationtv.com/amp/entertainment/bollywood/raika-dugal-
200378.html

The Hans India: https://www.thehansindia.com/amp/cinema/rasika-dugal-gets-two-
nominations-for-melbourne-fest-700385

Zeeb5: https://www.zeeb.com/zeebnews/rasika-dugal-on-bagging-two-nominations-at-the-
indian-film-festival-of-melbourne/amp

Glamsham: https://www.glamsham.com/bollywood/news/rasika-dugal-excited-with-her-2-
nominations-at-iffm/amp

Sentinet Assam: https://www.sentinelassam.com/amp/entertainment/rasika-dugal-gets-2-
melbourne-fest-nominations-549798

Sahara Samay: http://m.saharasamay.com/entertainment-news/676635528/rasika-dugal-
gets-two-iffm-fest-nominations-for-mirzapur-2-lootc.html
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STORY 21

Amazon Prime Video wins big at Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2021

India Today: https://www.indiatoday.in/movies/bollywood/story/the-family-man-to-
mirzapur-season-2-amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-iffm-2021-1844208-2021-08-23

Telegraph India: https://www.telegraphindia.com/amp/entertainment/amazon-prime-video-
wins-big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/cid/ 1827645

SpotboyE: https://www.spotboye.com/amp/just-binge/binge-news/amazon-prime-video-
wins-big-at-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-manoj-bajpayee-samantha-akkineni-
suriya-react/612360abe002610f01678530

Exhange4 Media: https://www.exchange4media.com/digital-news/amazon-prime-video-wins-
big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-115185.html

Filmfare Middle East: https://filmfaremiddleeast.com/check-out-which-films-from-amazon-
prime-won-awards-at-the-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/

Indian Television: https://indiantelevision.com/iworld/over-the-top-services/amazon-prime-
video-wins-big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-210823?amp

Filmibeat Hindi: https://hindi.filmibeat.com/amphtml/television/indian-film-festival-
melbourne-2021-from-family-man-2-to-sherni-amazon-prime-video-wins-big-099952.html

Popdiaries: https://popdiaries.com/2021/08/23/amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-indian-film-
festival-of-melbourne-2021/

IWM Buzz: https://www.google.co.in/amp/s/www.iwmbuzz.com/digital/news-
digital/amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021-manoj-
samantha-suriya-react/2021/08/23/amp
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Press24: https://english.press24.in/2021/08/23/indian-film-festival-melbourne-2021-from-
family-man-2-to-sherni-amazon-prime-video-wins-big-indian-film-festival-melbourne-2021-
from-the-family-man-2-mirzapur-2-to-sherni-amazon-prim/

SKJ Bollywood News: https://skjbollywoodnews.com/amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-indian-
film-festival/123334/2021/

Lehren: https://lehren.com/hi/gossips/bollywood/amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-indian-
film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/40329/

Navodaya Times: https://www.navodayatimes.in/news/filmi-duniya/amazon-prime-video-
wins-big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/179036/

Cinebuster: https://www.cinebuster.in/amazon-prime-video-walks-away-with-seven-awards-
at-the-iffm-2021/

City Air News: https://www.cityairnews.com/content/amazon-prime-video-wins-big-at-
indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021

Live24 India: https://www.live24india.com/entertainment-news/amazon-prime-video-wins-
big-at-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-2021/

The Indian Sun: https://www.theindiansun.com.au/2021/08/24/tamil-film-steals-the-show-
at-iffm-awards-night/amp/

STORY 22

The IFFM 2021 makes a record with the most number of diverse voices of 34 women
filmmakers at an Indian film festival!

https://www.indulgexpress.com/entertainment/cinema/2021/aug/11/iffm-2021-sets-a-
record-with-the-most-number-of-diverse-female-voices-of-34-women-filmmakers-for-an-
35118.html
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https://www.wionews.com/entertainment/iffm-2021-records-34-women-filmmakers-this-
year-at-the-indian-festival-404537

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/entertainment-news-indian-film-festival-of-
melbourne-to-screen-movies-made-by-34-women-filmmakers/391006

https://eisamay.com/photo-gallery/entertainment/the-iffm-2021-makes-a-record-with-the-
most-number-of-diverse-voices-of-34-women-filmmakers-at-an-indian-film-
festival/photoshow/85301623.cms

https://www.freepressjournal.in/entertainment/women-rule-the-12th-edition-of-indian-film-
festival-of-melbourne

https://www.cinestaan.com/articles/2021/aug/11/30820

https://www.womenentrepreneurindia.com/news/34-women-filmmakers-at-the-12th-edition-
of-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne-nwid-816.html

https://www.cinebuster.in/34-women-filmmakers-at-the-iffm-2021/

https://mekhato.com/iffm-2021-has-the-highest-number-of-different-votes-from-34-women-
filmmakers-at-an-indian-film-festival/

https://illinoisnewstoday.com/melbourne-indian-film-festival-showing-films-made-by-34-
female-filmmakers/341451/

https://uprightmedia.in/entertainment/iffm-2021-data-34-ladies-filmmakers-this-yr-on-the-
indian-competition/

https://morningkashmir.com/entertainment/the-iffm-2021-makes-a-record-with-the-most-
number-of-diverse-voices-of-34-women-filmmakers-at-an-indian-film-festival/

https://www.bollywoodkibaten.in/2021/08/the-iffm-2021-makes-record-with-most.html

STORY 23

Ajitpal Singh’s debut Hindi feature 'Fire In The Mountains’ wins ‘Best Indie Film’ Award at
the 12th Indian Film Festival of Melbourne

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/hindi/bollywood/news/ajitpal-singhs-
debut-hindi-feature-fire-in-the-mountains-wins-best-indie-film-award-at-the-12th-indian-film-
festival-of-melbourne/articleshow/85510446.cms

https://www.spotboye.com/bollywood/news/ajay-rai-s-fire-in-the-mountains-scores-big-at-
the-12th-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne/6120aeec0ecaf427ca7a0280

https://cineblitz.in/news-gossip/ajitpal-singhs-debut-hindi-feature-fire-in-the-mountains-
wins-best-indie-film-award-at-the-12th-indian-film-festival-of-melbourne/
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