‘NOTHING IS A MAN'S JOB’

MITU BHOWMICK LANGE is bnngmg India and Australia together through cinema, says APaRNA BHALLA

eatvvals are path-breakers foe

nclian films these dape” ans
Matn Bhoweice Lange, wh hax
boktged a coow relr imernal -
al pletborm fur oo industey, -
toulicly the sudie k.

oner the Indian Him Festrval
O Mcdbouame (IFEM] asns direc
tor. Mitu, who ts also the director
of Mind Wowing Films, 2 the fost
ever [ndin to wen a Bl Robb
Qﬁmn Lcodml'h? Award. Over
the years, with her CVEr-grow
protile of work, e has emenge T%
a5 3 woman of schstarce mlh
indomitable spirit, Neow that the
festival is reaching new haghts. it
s 801 foe the eghth edition. which
will kickstart on Augas 10 Mil
hu -Im phoyad & nujor part in
ural ties of Tndixand
x, syl Ausdrdn

convert it into 2 successful 'ru-
ture?

When 1 first moved to
Anwraba, Indian films were beng
screened . communcky centres
That too omver weekends There
were o proper exkebitions or b
office reporting With, sipport

Treem by sdudioe Sk Yashrog and
TV wer were sucomatully able

T insegraoe Teadian covna do thy
massdoam and screve them
thant wechine chagns s

' Asstralin: The muanket bas
wreens winierfully and suser ot

| oy Hinndi Gikines bt cogonseat fikss
are also enjoyirg successfcd rans

| What saried with faith i the oz
ema-goer, w2l contmaes to this dry
and we've never inoked back as 2
company, We just appened to be
a1 the right place. meet the night
pmplv weors hard and doitatthe
right Sme. That is exacthy why it

warked

You're a director, producer,
founder and a sole Tndian her-
itage swardoe of Jill Robb Scroen
I ip Award. How does it
feel ta he cobiming so sy
rubes?

T i s absubite booour that 1

wax swvandecd the Till Robd: sncard
Esperisdly s 5ll mas o puith k-
2r in Australian cimema. Even £
zan do 1110t of whax she has dome.
Iwordd coesider myy hife a fulfilling
and esccessfa one. it is becyuse of
women like [ill and directons Jl
arver the world who are changing
the disconmrse that [ do what [da |
am homoured that yeu thank [ am
n mn'n-:inn Bt l':{m truby do
it for moy daugheer and her pener-

atices bocwise g:.«nr\ s mather &d
it foe e, She remercnd e that
mean koh We e nol
mans workl wr sev
ot the weeld S0

e il wock Wveath soalig
|IILII dicam 'It\llllll. lf&' il

inig b Kogr St 1 shanid-
n't gop you

Mmdhﬁm.lwwnpm
arv film festivals for Indian com-
terd in establishing their out-
reach?

Festivals are a Emtastic way for
Indian cinema $a neach 0wt 10 a
nees-Indian andberce and blur bres
ind banders. Fwvry monae festival,
inchufing curs, s jeroos fmm
Australia, Frhiopia, Tndocesis,
Makeysia annd fapam who ahwdte-
by borve Toalizes caonema. Thacy en
Raollywoed sony aed danc
soqueines, e hurd hittag story
lioes, the docudranne wed the

thenes biause etbax they svbale o
itann et 1o hen Som it {our o

trvel does that in Avstraka, e thas
is surcly the reaction all over the
world, if it weren't soe festwvals, oar
fitm market would nor have growa

Your Jove for Melbourne has
lways boen esvinent, What makes
vou so driven towards Avstraliat
T moreed fo Avatralia 14 vears
agey folknving my baband like 2
o wife, andd this conntry soce
a.mwh‘cw Twnrsnd = poodic-
tinn beos ek startiog Mid
Blowing Filies and the dity of
Makbourne gres e new friends
alborwed oo s bl 2 career and
et 2 Gevsly Asryene wbao basc b
1o Melourns knuves it is & nuugoil
e dty with s msy <ultures
‘Yoz can bave Afghace food conled
by widoms whiove grated to the
country, watch the midsummer
nigaks dream at the town hall ar.c
enjoy an Tranian morie in an
air covema That is when M d
Mowing Films and Tndiam Tilm
Festivas came 0 being This was
my addition te the oty and the
conntry ke being weoonyeg and
nepecng ekttt wrre l"l"'l
mi.

o wi the proces of sstah-
lishing 2 ny baved out of
Toul E tawards growth
of Indisn mmnn in Australia?

Thonrw Trclian fikms noeded to
be poshad in the ey end
g thee vight. phieon e righit iar-
keting and skowcasxg, It was &if-
ficulk getting theatres to screen the
films in the beginning because of
redl timelines bt oece we buik trust
and got the tegpest theatre con-

pererate on board, we krew we
26 to rnaintain ther trast and we
do 10 this &y From there the
rocess becare sreambined v bl
oraed B dhe rdes the fins coesera
sion et i froot of ws 2ed they
never comphiined. Becavse
Chirese, e F aod
Tisdizes mumies wame akeady screen-
ing in the country, we waeted Lo
et the Suped fisa: produc-
ing couniry i U worhd sso had
the vight plativens G £ wander-
ful filios.

You've Hmpmducdx varvety of

in the past, Why don’t we see your
name an productions these days?
Not 400 many films are being
shut in Australis s other wun-
Iries offer better incentives

ill"lll‘:ﬁl .

the

e i of I
documentany
Neew Incia veriees J 4
sevesy sisters i Jodhpur who

run the Bogpes spice atares in
Rajasthan — a few years s My
dizr {riersd Ons
anil 1 just prsdueced 2 filim callid
Ruieing ahee Ror 1 ixahout dhil-
dren aml young adults withs
Downs Syndrome who are
dancers and who travel from
Australia to Inésa for the World
Doven Svadrome Congress. It
tollows their journey anc their
friendships with therr Indian
coranterparts. The film just pre-
miered i [ndia and has kad 2
brilliant respomse. So, my focas
has been on that film: for the last
fere vears. 1 have 1 tew progects
lieed up. which 1 will take up
slowdy ard kerp daing pregects
that resnnate with me,

Wit all do you consider betone
Bormmubating 4 theme fie the files
Bestival?

The fiest thing we consickt i
the soco-political dimate of the
word. Cmera has aiwavs morroced
soety and bas been ot the forefone
of creating éiscourse and addness -
ing :ssues thmugh the foem, Thea
we think of the people, what peo-
plewant to see, what would pogae
thwir interest and how 10 beng
about more dicomdans We also
lowdk ot the theme throogh what
hasn been dicusand and donkd e
defmindy tvknd sbout

Can you tell ussomsething about
By enr's edlition thiat is sapponacd
to be conducted in August?

This veae we've e it coes
wace intexesting and padial witls
e sashirdoss, QRA sad
Emd discassions. Our am s to fet

udding Elmmakers, actors and
producers get 2 chance to lear
tom the peoneers and non-con-
formisis of the indoary As the
theme is indusion, we have corat-
od mosies arcemd it With over 60
filmsin 22 bingueges. this might be
nur bigged tilm cralogee yet We
will saveak s rvctery and verifers
vk make 2 conscioas dedsion K
talk sdheors incladan, seon the
undedyeg thene of cur dan
cnnpeitins
st G rcund tue
iy, weve et inate free comalynad

have s fetival sy 2018 is
going bégper, bester andd
wechnive

Feminicm hao often been equat-
e with maale bashing instead of
lu.ln equality. Belng a

wbu & your say

lmmlrm 150t abor wemen
hating men. It is about ecual
opportonity; getting 2 chance at 3
105, education and life co menit and
ot becanse of pender. I've werked
with some amazing women and
men and same awtal leaders wha
were both women ard men T
Hhink people ke o be hooest and
sincere and pendber s notking
dowirhil Axomwcen vamrk
st B wormess aod men [ e
1o ke how they work, That's ney
ferst sule shways Somctiooes Tam
w Hthe peoaxctive wl o girs becane
of thieir sality, but when it cones
down to work, there 15 no
gnvarrisn. I'm sill bearning whar
makes a poed leader but 1 koo
-what dozsn't. it is telling 3 girl dae
“will be meated as less becnse of her
gender

TFFM has been recognised
Gavernment of Victoria and has
alsa bown awarded for contribu-
tion to muolticulturalism, Hew
e it feud g«ning immsense e
e within of vight years?
un L petting e but
2 fewis amaaxing bo ke necugnisad
s ackncmdecyid by the peopbe
and the iy of Melbousne aed
Vactaum. What sakes it wocth
while is when w0 many poople
start asking ws in fanuary aself
what are our plans for the fesi-
val. Dur soccess are these lntle
things. We've had Australians
moessage us askg wher the cat-
alogue vl be cot, gnmdrrnm;
from the Indian community
wanting to lsten to sdogers w
e daniers driving all the
way b Adebice omly (0 per
form 3t the damee competilon
sl cinema putemos Saving s lis-
cussion with 2 clirctos far aver
an hou
heassgast sans

suceves 22w unsntchuhle.




