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If.com.au   

Surprising results at Australian cinemas 

By Don Groves 

Occasionally the Australian box-office produces results that the trade doesn’t expect: the latest examples are 
last weekend’s debuts by 47 Ronin and Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit. 

A 3D action-adventure set in mythical Japan about a half-breed slave (Keanu Reeves) who joins a band of 
samurai in a quest for vengeance, 47 Ronin collared $1.77 million, the highest per-location average ($9,700) 
of any wide release. 

That’s rather better than most executives- apart from distributor Universal- had expected, particularly in 
view of the lousy US figure of $US37.6 million. The budget reportedly was $175 million- a rash amount to 
entrust to first-time feature director Carl Rinsch- so the studio will probably take a sizable hit.  
 
Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit, which has Chris Pine taking over the role played by Alec Baldwin, Harrison 
Ford and Ben Affleck, nabbed $2.1 million in four days plus $46,000 on Wednesday night previews at five 
screens. 

Pro-rata that’s a stronger opening than in the US where the Kenneth Branagh-directed action thriller took a 
measly $15.6 million last weekend. Both titles benefitted from a gap in the market for male-skewing action 
fare, although Jack Ryan clearly has a broader appeal. 

Overall Australian takings amounted to $18.7 million, just 3% down on the prior weekend. Disney’s 
animated blockbuster Frozen ruled the roost, raking in $2.5 million in its fourth outing, and $27.7 million to 
date. 

Strong word of mouth sustained WWII drama The Book Thief, which fetched $2.16 million in its second 
weekend (off 11%), propelling its total to $6.2 million. 

Disney's Saving Mr. Banks eased by 21% to $1.78 million in its second outing, taking its tally to a sturdy 
$5.5 million. 

The 10 Academy Award nominations for American Hustle had a palpable effect as the comedy-drama rose 
by 2% to $689,000 in its sixth weekend, banking $11.3 million thus far. 

Jonathan Teplitzy’s The Railway Man advanced to $5 million after pocketing $481,000 in its fourth frame, 
down by just 16%. 

Joel and Ethan Coen’s Inside Llewyn Davis, which stars Oscar Isaac as a fictional folk singer in New York 
in the 1960s, rang up $245,000 on 32 screens. That’s a decent but not dazzling opening for the directors of 
True Grit and No Country for Old Men. 

Spike Jonze’s Her , which features Joaquin Phoenix as a lonely writer who becomes enamoured of a 
computer-generated voice (Scarlett Johansson), launched on the same number of screens and delivered 
$303,000. 

Still, maybe those figures aren’t so surprising given Llewyn Davis has earned $11.1 million in the US while 
Her has conjured up $15 million after three weeks on limited screens and two weekends of wide release. 

Mind Blowing Films'  Dhoom 3 is now the highest-earning Bollywood film ever in Australia with $1.7 
million, surpassing the same distributor's 3 Idiots.  
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2014 INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL OF MELBOURNE INTRODUCES 
IFFM AWARDS 

[Wed 19/02/2014 01:17:31] 

By Press release 

The 2014 Indian Film Festival of Melbourne (IFFM) is proud to announce the 
establishment of an international competition in 2014 with the presentation of the Indian 
Film Festival of Melbourne Awards. 

The festival is the southern hemisphere's greatest annual celebration of Indian cinema 
and takes place from Thursday 1 to Friday 11 May. 

The inaugural Indian Film Festival Awards (IFFM Awards) will honour films in five 
categories: Best Film, Best Performance, Best Director, Best Independent Film and the 
People’s Choice Award. This will be the first Indian cinema awards of its kind in Australia.  
 
A select number of narrative feature films will be invited into competition. The films will be 
judged by an International Jury of prominent Indian and Australian film industry figures 
from a wide range of backgrounds. The stellar list includes award-winning Australian 
director Phillip Noyce (Rabbit Proof Fence, Dead Calm, The Quiet American); world 
renowned Australian film editor Jill Bilcock (Strictly Ballroom, Elizabeth, Moulin Rouge, 
Red Dog and Shekhar Kapur’s upcoming Paani) and 2013 Gold Jury member for the 
Mumbai Film Festival;celebrated Indian film maker , Raju Hirani ( Munnabhai MBBS , 
Lage rahoo Munna Bhai and 3 Idiots ) Indian actress, producer and television presenter 
Simi Garewal; Rajeev Masand, one of India’s most respected film critics (The Indian 
Express, Star News, CNN-IBN, GQ India), and Indian actress, director, writer and 
producer, Suhasini Maniratnam. 

Winners of the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards will be announced at the 
Festival. 

Says Festival Director Mitu Bhowmick-Lange, “We are thrilled to announce the inaugural 
Indian Film Festival of Melbourne Awards. The Awards continue to build the festival’s 
reputation as an important international showcase for contemporary Indian cinema.” 

India’s most revered actress, Vidya Balan returns in 2014 as Festival Ambassador. This 
caps off a stellar year for the actress. Vidya was a 2013 Cannes Jury Member and in 
January was awarded the Padma Shri, the fourth-highest civilian award given by the 
Indian government. Vidya Balan will be in Melbourne to launch the festival program on 
March 28. 

IFFM continues to offer a window into the future of filmmaking. The Western Union Short 
Film Competition is now open to filmmakers from India and Australia. Go to 
www.iffm.com.au/comp.html for full application details. 

The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne was established in 2012 as an initiative of the 
Victorian Coalition Government and presents a broad, curated program of more than 
thirty films, ranging from Bollywood to art house and the sub continent, as well as master 
classes. In 2014, the festival presents a world-class program of films across three 
Melbourne cinemas. The full IFFM program launches March 28 
 
For more information go to www.iffm.com.au 
Facebook www.facebook.com/pages/Indian-Film-Festival and Twitter 
twitter.com/#!/IndianFFMelb 
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